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iter. 
deen a 
ines, ‘Gen. ScoTT’s DEFENCE. More than one-half of 
Tic. Bene capacious pages of the present sheet are filled 
Sday ith the first part of general Scott’s defence before 
the e military court in session at Frederick, which 
the smbraces the causes of his failure in the Florida 
‘ated ampaign. It is looked for, we know, with much 
nore snxiety by all classes of our readers, and its im- 
ortance will excuse the space it occupies. The 
pale, second part, embracing an inquiry into the causes 
Geo. FE of the delay in opening and prosecuting the Creek 
y the J “campaign, shall have a place in the next “Re- 
Scat. FE aGIsTER.” 
Were The defence of general Gaines, when received, 
shall also be promptly inserted; and thus will be 
, resented the best history of the late disastrous 
, o events that can be laid before our readers. 
it Gen. Scott arrived in Baltimore on Tuesday last 
ope from Frederick. 
ce ty 
raliie, » Santa Ana arrived at Norfolk on Sunday last, 
cive fter a very tedious passage from Baltimore, and 
ente, femwpe the following day sailed in the bark Pioneer, 
| jeut. comdt. Tatnall (one of the exploring squad- 
ney. een), for Vera Cruz. He is accompanied by col. 
erfect [a Almonte. 
ute, ie 
“ ji. |. PowHaTTAN EL Is, esq. late minister to Mexico, 
rady. Jeeprrived at Norfolk on Saturday the 28th ult. from 
4 bali, Jewcharleston—and it is said he had an interview with 
le byt. (eebanta Ana previous to his sailing for Vera Cruz. 
mus. (E The Pensacola Gazette of the 21st ultimo states 
“that judge Ellis did finally receive his passports 
“trom the Mexican government; but not until he had 
wr Oermed himself and friends to secure his safe egress. 
ZALES gy 
e fel aia 
Sta | Tue rarirr. It will be seen by reference to 
e was [Eur congressional abstract, that on Friday the 27th 
“ult. Mr. Wright, from the committee of finance in 
the senate, foilowed up the movement of Mr. Cam- 
‘| says FE breleng in the house, and aimed another blow at the 
80. 0 Beprotecting system. His “bill of particulars”? is less 
om the HE Tpdious than the wholesale proposition reported by 
wen he chairman of the committee of ways and means; 
i] Pat putif it shall become a law it will prove the en- 
Detratt ering wedge to the complete overthrow of the pro- 
i Mt BPecting system; and thus accomplish, by degrees, 
an hat which Mr. Cambreleng would effect in a more 
s)0\ eummary manner. Admonished by the absurdities 
ol 7” of Mr. Cambreleng’s report, or unwilling to hazard 
. . ls reputation by estimates based upon the peculiar 
rew 0 ondition of the treasury, Mr. Wright did not ac- 
ted on ompany his bill with a written report. In this 
er pro: [r. W. acted with his usual discretion; for that 


han who can estimate the revenue which will ac- 
teamet ferue in the present fiscal year, with any thing like 
y, {rom fee approximation to truth, must be possessed of the 
ered at Mppirit of divination. As an evidence of this, only 
1 to be ok at the last report of the secretary of the trea- 
ove to, ury and the recent calculations of the chairman of 
ws int fee committee of ways and means in the house of 
im thal Mepresentatives. The first, with all the data fur- 


oat, in fPshed by his official station before him, apprehends 
er pcr mee necessity of calling upon the states for a por- 
Kurt, 00 of the revenue deposited with them, in order 
1 laden defray the current expenses of the government 
ed int MMP-‘ae last, by his skill in figures! has discovered that, 
nt fout MM" @ few years, there will be a large balance in the 


ime |" Measury for deposite and distribution!! Thus, op- 
}y sit MMposite conclusions are arrived at; and with such re- 
on po fmmeults before the people it is gravely attempted to 
1, in ol nhinge all the relations of the country and again 
Wolve it in the heart-burnings of sectional strife! 

» 19. ' these propositions for a modification of the com- 
of New romise act came from the anti-tariff states, and 

, ere the result of the “grinding oppressions” of that 


esasre ‘ ° 
iat *t Upon its citizens, they should be considered with 
ssury 3 “spect—notwithstanding the breach of faith which 
| ould characterise the re-agitation of the subject.— 
has Ie a could it be shown that that act operates with 
suet Wyre severity upon the south, we are certain 
ng i lat there is not a friend of the protecting system 
ho would resist a judicious modification, when 
, adopt »” evil was fairly and distinctly pointed out.— 


as ett : coming as they do from the tariff states, (for 
et “twithstanding Mr. Cambreleng was claimed as 
b Dodd Wn mon” by the Brumagem pattern and sample 
e ih o he represents, or rather should represent the 
fine — interest), there is a degree of iniquity in the 
bank: *ceeding that excites a mingled feeling of indig- 
lation and contempt; as it is impossible to resist the 
Vou. LI.—Ste. 23 
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conviction that there is some political object con- 
cealed by this affected desire to relieve the people of 
burdens, which exist anly in the imagination of po- 
liticians! See Mr. Clay’s remarks in the senate on 
Mr. Wright’s bill. 

The following resolution has been passed by the 
house of representatives of Pennsylvania, by a vote 
of 56 to 22. 

Resolved, That our senators in congress be in- 
structed, and our representatives requested to op- 
pose the passage of any bill which may have for its 
object any change whatever in the present tariff as 
established by the act of congress passed 2d March, 
1833. 

THe “Reaister.”” We hope we may be ex- 
cused for giving place to the following highly flat- 
tering notices of this work, from two of the most 
respectable journals in the country. They are, in- 
deed, encouraging and demand our grateful acknow- 
ledgments. It will gratify our friends to be in- 
formed that the public favor is continued with 
unwavering constancy, and that we daily add names 
to our already extensive list of subscribers. 

From the National Intelligencer. We have plea- 
sure in expressing our entire concurrence in the 
tribute of praise contained in the following notice, 
which we copy from the New York American: 

NiLxs’ WEEKLy RecistTer. It may seem some- 
what like supererogation to say aught at this time 
of day im praise of a periodical so well known as 
the’ Weekly Register; but having at the moment 
experienced its value, we may as well acknowledge 
it. The last number happening to be before us, 
when we were desirous of looking back at two-or 
three public documents, to find which in the file of 
a daily paper would have required both time and 
research—we turned to it, and therelighted on them 
ready to our hand: they were the report of the com- 
mittee of ways and means of the vate of repre- 
sentatives, and Mr. Webster’s protest in the senate. 

The same numberalso contains the letter of Santa 
Ana to the president, Mr. Gallatin’s letter to Mr. 
Maison on the repeal of the restraining law, the 
preamble, &c. of the expunging resolution, a greater 
part of the debate in the senate on the admission of 
Michigan, besides current news, incidents, &«.— 
The Register is now conducted by a son of the 
original editor and proprietor, with undiminished 
care and intelligence; its form is changed from 8vo. 
to 4to. and of course its capacity for matter is en- 
larged in proportion. 

R. M. WHITNEY AND THE INVESTIGATING COM- 
MITTEE. We have strange rumors about the doings 
before the committee appointed to investigate Mr. 
Whitney’s connection with the deposite banks, &c. 
The letter of the correspondent of the Baltimore Pa- 
triot and the statement of Mr. Whitney, published 
in a subsequent page, indicate that the rumors are 
not without foundation, (see page 354). 

The Intelligencer of Wednesday says— 

The investigating committees, under the two re- 
solutions of the house of representatives, (Mr. Gar- 
land’s and Mr. Wise’s), are pursuing their inquiries 
and examinations of witnesses. A number of wit- 
nesses have been examined, and others have been 
summoned and are daily arriving here. Amongst 
those, we hear, who have arrived in this city, in obe- 
dience to the summons of the committee, is William 
J. Duane, esq. late secretary of the treasury. 





From Cyiit AND Perv. Letters from Buenos 
Ayres to November 4, received in Boston, via Ha- 
vana, state that information reached there from Chili 
that hostilities had actually commenced between 
Perv and Curttt, and had been officially communi- 
cated by the British ministers to the merchants at 
Buenos Ayres. 

A letter from Payta stated that the Chilian brig 
of war Achilles had been in the harbor of Callao, 
and captured three or four Peruvian vessels. 





Texas. We have no news of interest from 
Texas—the condition of the country was improv- 
ing, but the Indians still commit depredations.— 
Gen. Stephen F. Austin, one of the first settlers of 
the country, and most active in its struggle for in- 
dependence, died at Colombia on the 27th of De- 
cember, and was buried with the highest honors. 





| 





The acting secretary of war, 8. FisHEer, has 
published an official order, declaring all persons 
impostors who appear in this country with the uni- 
form and military badge of the Texian army and 
navy. ‘The order, he says, has been rendered ne- 
cessary by the fact that many persons in this coun- 
try, without authority, have been parading them- 
selves in the garb of officers of the Texian army 
and navy. 





Mr. Cray, ina letter to the general assembl 
of Kentucky, has accepted the office of U. States 
senator for another term, from the 4th of March 
next. His letter shall have a place in our next. 





Lovis McLang, esq. has accepted the appoint- 
ment of president of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, and willspeedily enter upon the du- 
ties of his office. 

Frorrpa. The latest news from general Jesup 
is contained in the following slip from the office of 
the St. Augustine Herald, dated 

St. Augustine, Jan. 20, 1837. 

A letter from an officer of the army, dated Camp 
Dade, 10th Jan. 1837, states: «To-day general Jr- 
sup arrived from Tampa Bay. A scouting party 
captured 15 negroes near Wahoo Swamp, who state 
that Powe. was then in the swamp, with a few of 
the Micasuky Indians, the rest having left him.— 
That; in the several actions of gov. Cai, a great 
number of Indians were killed. That in the affair 
when the whites destroyed a boat in the Wythla- 
coochee, 17th Jan. 10 hostiles were killed, and 20 
wounded. That Jumper, Micanopy, and ABRAM 
were at A-ha-pop-ka, and were willing to make 
terms, if they will be treated well. That the In- 
dians have buta small quantity of ammunition left.” 
The letter goes on to state: “to-morrow we shall 
march against Powell or against Philip, at Top-ka- 
li-ka, or both, and that circumstances indicate an 
early termination of the war. _ 

«An express arrived last night to col. Cranr, 
from which we learn that gen. Jesup had ordered 
home the Georgia and Alabama militia. There 
was a regular force sufficient in the field. 

«It is reported that the mail rider between this 
and Tallahassee has been killed by the Indians. 

«Col. CRANE has been ordered to Gary’s Ferry, 
where he will have his head quarters.” 

THE EXPUNGING PEN. A little anecdote is re- 
lated at Washington, which is worth recording.— 
The night the expunging resolution was carried in- 
to effect in the senate, Mr. BenTon, the persever- 
ing mover of that measure, sent to the president 
the pen used by the clerk of the senate, in drawing 
around and across the black lines, and writing the 
words “‘“Expunged by order of the senate.”’ It was 
a new pen that had never been used for any other 
purpose. The president received it with much 
pleasure, and informed Mr. B. that he should pre- 
serve it while he lived, and at his death bequeath it to 
Mr. Benton as a mark of his regard. [ Bost. Adv. 





Tue pustic LANDS. The following is the 
amount of moneys received for sales of public lands 
(as appears by a document sent to congress) at the 
land offices in the states and territories, so far as 
the returns have been received: [ Nat. Intel. 

Ohio $1,653,455 27 





Indiana 4,007,966 80 
Illinois 3,863,867 87 
Missouri 1,971,985 29 
Alabama . 2,093,526 03 
Mississippi 2,323,167 48 
Louisiana 1,063,632 67 
Michigan 5,653,611 52. 
Arkansas 1,134,358 43 
Florida 62,154 79 
Wisconsin 755,466 03 
Total $23,983,192 18 


eee 


Fioorn oF THE SENATE. By the 47th rule of 
the United States’ senate, certain privileged per- 
sons are only admitted on the floor of that body 
whilst in session. By a late resolution, proposed 
by the hon. Mr. Rives and adopted, the privilege re- 
ferred to has been extended to the following army 


and navy officers, who have received medals for 
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their gallant conduct and services Goring the late 
war with Great Britain. Here follows a list of the 
officers thus highly complimented, with the grade 
they held when the medals were granted by con- 
gress: [U. 8. Telegraph. 

Army—Gen. Andrew Jackson, gen. Edmund P. 
Gaines, gen. William Henry Harrison, gen. Alex- 
ander Macomb, gen. Winfield Scott, gen. Miller, 
gen. Ripley, col. George Croghan, col. Richard M. 

ohnson, ensign E. Shipp. 

Navy—Captains—Isaac Hull, David Porter, Ja- 
cob Jones, Sames Biddle, Charles Stewart, Daniel 
T. Patterson, Lewis Warrington, Chas. G. Ridgely. 

Lieutenants—Charles Morris, Alex. S. Wads- 
worth, George C. Read, Jesse D. Elliott, Charles 
W. Morgan, John B. Nicholson, Daniel Turner, 
Edward R. McCall, David Conner, Jno. T. Newton, 
Isaac Mayo, Stephin Cassin, Joseph Smith, Philip 
I’. Vorhees, Henry E. Ballard, William B. Shubrick, 
William M. Hunter, E. A. F. Vallette, John Galla- 
gher, Thomas H. Stevens, Alexander Claxton. 

_Pursers—Samuel Hambleton, William P. Zant- 
zinger, Thomas I. Chew. 

Surgeons—Thomas Harris, Bailey Washington, 
Robert R. Barton, Charles B. Hamilton, John A. 
Kearney. 

Chaplain—Thomas Breeze. 

Marine Corps—Capt. Archibald Henderson.— 
Lieutenants: William H. Freeman and John Contee. 


R. M. WHITNEY AND THE INVESTIGAT- 
ING COMMITTEE. 

In order that our readers may fully understand 
Mr. Whitney’s letter, inserted below, itis necessary 
to publish the following letter from the Washington 
correspondent of the Baltimore Patriot. 

Correspondence of the Baltimore Patriot. 
ashington, Jan. 26, 1837. 

In my letter of last night I informed you that 
Reuben M. Whitney appeared before the committee 
of investigation yesterday, and produced a protest 
against the whole proceedings of the house in insti- 
tuting this wy ot and of the committee in their 
action under Mr. Garland’s resolution. This pre- 
cious document is of a most formidable length, and 
assumes the highest ground as to the rights of this 
treasury familiar and the banks which employ him, 
while it denounces in unmeasured terms the inqui- 
sitorial conduct of the house of representatives and 
of the committee. The contemptuous language in 
which Whitney < oe of the intelligence of con- 
gress, in his circular letter recently published, has 
not passed out of the recollection of the public.— 
This protest, I understand, is in a still loftier strain 
of arrogance. He is quite indignant at the passage 
of the resolution through the house—although, be it 
remembered, his own political friends voted for it— 
and kicks at the course of the committee, upon whom 

also, as you are aware, there is a majority of his 
oke fellows in subjection to the dominant power, 
though not, let us hope, in iniquity. He regards the 
officers of the deposite banks and himself as private 
individuals with whom congress had nothing to do; 
and after a long rigmarole about his constitutional 
and inalienable privileges, he winds up with profe- 
sing a willingness to answer all questions touching 
matters of a public character, of which he has know- 
edge. 
’ The committee thought proper to take him on his 
own ground, and making themselves judges of what 
questions did refer to pu lic matters, they proceeded 
with the examination, which was conducted by Mr. 
Peyton. Whitney however refused to answer any 
of the questions which Mr. P. propounded to him in 
succession. In making his replies, his manner was 
far from respectful to the committee or the gentle- 
man who framed the questions. He would look at 
them (for, you will bear in mind, the whole exami- 
nation is conducted in writing) then throw them 
aside, with a remark that they were inquisitorial, or 
concerned him as an individual—and he declined to 
answer. One of Mr. Peyton’s questions was so 
framed as to require a direct statement, whether 
judge Taney did not refuse to countenance Whitney 
or recommend him for the situation he now holds? 
This the witness declined to answer, more parti- 
cularly, he said, as the mover of the — had de- 
clared the charge was true, and he (Whitney) 
thought he ought to prove it. 

This you will remember was the subject of the 
card Whitney lately published in the Globe, in which 
he pronounced the assertion of Mr. Peyton a false- 
hoodand calumny. As Mr. Peyton, whose fearless- 
ness and magnanimity are known to the whole coun- 
try, and therefore require no vindication, did not 
condescend to notice this card, Whitney doubtless 
felt himself safe in exhibiting before the committee 
his poor-spirited s ite, toa man so much elevated 
above his miserable sphere. But Mr. Peyton did 
not allow this climax to the insolent character of his 
general bearing to pass unnoticed. He rose, and 





began an appeal to Mr. Garland, the chairman, on 
the insulting reply of the witness—but very soon 
broke off—and stepping up to Whitney, he address- 
ed him thus, “You thief and robber! if you dare to 
insult me here, before the committee, I’ll put you to 
death!” Whitney was frightened out of his senses 
—but made no reply—‘‘You said in your card that 
I shield myself behind my constitutional privileges, 
now sir, I wish to waive all privileges——.” 

Mr. Garland, the chairman, here interposed to 
preserve order; and Mr. P. resumed his seat. Whit- 
ney then rose, and was proceeding to speak, when 
Mr. Peyton interrupted him, commanded him to be 
silent, and declared he shoul not answer but in 
writing. Mr. Wise here remarked to his friend, 
that Whitney was unworthy of his notice. He at- 
tempted to draw Mr. Peyton off from him, but Mr. 
Peyton said, ‘“No—I pay no regard to his cards, but 
when he insults me here in the committee, I will 
notice him robber and thief as he is.”” Mr. Pey- 
ton then turned to the chairman and reminded him 
that he had treated Whitney respectfully. Hitherto 
“I have treated him, said he, as if he were a gen- 
tleman, and I will not permit him to insult me.” 

Mr. Whitney was then ordered to withdraw, and 
Mr. Hamer offered a resolution that the last an- 
swer of the witness should be returned to him, as 
it was no reply to the question, and was disrespect- 
ful to a member of the committee. This resolution 
was adopted unanimously, so decided and strong 
was the conviction of every member that the de- 
meanor and language of this “great man” were 
Be er and insulting. 

n Mr. Whitney’s return, this resolution was read 
to him, and his answer given back to him. He then 
nae WPT and expressed his regret for any disre- 
spect he had manifested to the committee. 

To-day he has been much more pacific; and some 
important facts have been disclosed in his testimony. 
He admitted that he was the author of the letter 
(recently published) and signed by the six cashiers 
of the deposite banks recommending the establish- 
ment of a bank bureau in the treasury department, 
and recommending himself! R.M. Whitney! as a 

roper person to be placed at the head of it! This 
etter was written while Kendall was acting as the 
agent of the treasury department, and I believe 
while he was in Philadelphia on a journey of dis- 
covery to see on what terms the banks would re- 
ceive the deposites should they be removed from 
the bank of the United States. Mr. Peyton and 
Mr. Wise put question after question to the witness, 
to ascertain whether Kendall had any thing to do 


with getting up this letter—but he would not an- 
swer a word to any query that touched Mr. Amos 
Kendall. Mark that! 


Whitney admitted that he applied to Mr. Duane 
for the appointment he now holds. 
He admitted that he wrote the circular to re- 
ceivers recently published; and declares he was 
authorised by the secretary of the treasury to use 
the threatening language he did employ. 
There were some other developements, of which 
I will inform you to-morrow.—The committee is in 
session night and day. D. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 
Finding that misrepresentations have been spread 
abroad respecting a scene which occurred on Wed- 
nesday night last at the capitol, in the room of the 
select committee of which the honorable Mr. Gar- 
land is chairman, I deem it a duty alike due to 
myself and the public, to lay before it a correct 
statement of the occurrence. 
On that day, after my protest had been read by 
the committee, received and ordered to be placed 
on the journal, Mr. Peyton commenced propound- 
ing interrogatories to me; some of which I answer- 
ed, and some I declined answering. 
The following was the fifteenth interrogatory 
propounded by him; “Did you receive any letter 
of recommendation from R. B, Taney, or did he in 
any manner, countenance or encourage you in ap- 
plying for the agency contemplated: or did he 
positively refuse to receive or countenance you in 
that capacity while he was at the head of the trea- 
sury department?” 
To the interrogatory I gave the following an- 
swer: “I decline answering this interrogatory, 
more particularly as the individual propounding it 
has asserted positively and publicly that the sub- 
stance of the latter part of itis true, beginning with, 
‘or did, &e.’ therefore, being the party accused, I 
am not a proper witness. [I think in justice, that 
the individudl who has made the allegations should 
be called to produce his proof.” 

This vas handed to the chairman, who read it to 
the com mittee; upon which Mr. Peyton, in a most 
violent and passionate manner, sprang from his 
seat, and exclaimed “the damned infernal scoun- 
drel s'hould not insult him there: that constitution 








; : $n 
or no constitution, he (as I understood him to 


would have the life ofthe damned villian,” at 
same time advancing and thrusting his hand into 


his bosom, under his waistcoat, as I supposed for 
the — of drawing forth some concealed wea. 
pon. ecting an assault, I r myself in a pos- 
ture of defence. Before he had got forward to me 
and before he had drawn his hand from his bosom’ 
Mr. Wise sprang before him, and pushed him back 
saying, “Don’t, Peyton: the damned scoundrel j, 

not worth minding.” I immediately took my seat 

when both Mr. Wise and Mr. Peyton commenced 

the most violent abuse of me, the latter calling me 

‘a damned plunderer,” and ‘‘a damned dog;”? when 

I rose and said, «‘Mr. Chairman, I claim the pro- 

tection of;the committee while I am before it. 

When Mr. Peyton, addressing himself to me, saiq: 

‘You shan’t speak, God damn you; hold your 

tongue;” and when I had seated myself, still keep. 

ing my eye upon him, he said, “God damn you, 

take your eyes off of me; you shan’t look at me,” 

and after this he rose, and with Mr. Wise advanced 

towards me, the latter with his hand in his pocket, 

and stood before me for a minute or more, as jf 
supposing they could intimidate me by their united 

frowns. Soon after this, and when quiet had pre- 

vailed, [ was requested by the chairman to retire, 

which I did. Some time after, when I was request. 

ed to return to the room, I was informed by the 

chairman that the committee had resolved, that the 
answer which I had given to the interrogatory 
should be returned, as containing something disre- 
spectful to a member of the committee; and that 
the interrogatory which he held in his hand should 
be propounded; when I said in substance, (I may 
not use the precise words), ‘*That, if I had done 
any thing which a majority of the committee con- 
sidered improper, I certainly regretted it.” The 
interrogatory which the chairman alluded to was 
then propounded, which was as follows: “Did you 
or not apply to the secretary of the treasury to be 
appointed, either before or after the removal of the 
deposites, agent of the department, or of the depo- 
site banks, selected or to be selected?” 

The foregoing is nearly, if nut an exact account, 
of what transpired. 

When it is recollected that on the 5th instant, in 
a card, published in the Globe, I challenged Mr. 
Peyton to adduce a single particle of proof to sus- 
tain the assertion I found it reported he made, as 
well as declare it false, that ‘in consequence of the 
character of the agent alluded to, Mr. Taney, the 
former secretary of the treasury, would not recom- 
mend him as an agent of the deposite banks,” | 
will leave it to the public to decide, who was the 
aggressor on the evening alluded to, Mr. Peyton, 
for propounding the interrogatory he did, or myself, 
for giving the answer which I did to it. 

It is for the house of representatives to decide, 
whether it shall be tolerated, that an individual 
called before them as a witness, or before a com- 
mittee appointed by that honorable body, and act- 
ing under its authority, shall be subject to treat- 
ment similar to that I have experienced, and of 
which I complain, without having it redressed. 

To a discerning and enlightened public I trust 
the decision, whether the course which I pursued 
during the unpleasant affair which I have detailed, 
was the respectful and proper one, or whether a 
more proper one would have been such as might 
have led to a scene of greater confusion, and to 
still more unpleasant, and, possibly, to calamitous 
consequences. Respectfully, the public’s humble 
servant, R. M. WHITNEY. 

Monday, January 30, 1837. 


INDIANS OF THE NORTH WEST. 

We have been {furnished for publication with co- 
pies of the following letters, relative to the recent 
outrage committed by the Sioux upon a portion of 
the Fox Indians. Goy. Dodge is well acquainted 
with the Indian character and habits, and his opi- 
nions and views are entitled to the greatest conside- 
ration. Were any additional arguments necessary 
to show the propriety of the removal of all the In- 
dians to the same section of country, where the duty 
of the government to keep peace among them 
could be performed, they may be found in the facts 
stated, and observations made, in these communica- 
tions. Nor are these less weighty to show the ne- 
cessity of such an increase of our regular force a9 
will put the government in possession of the means 
for executing this duty effectually. [ Globe. 

SUPERINTENDENCY OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
For the territory of Wisconsin, Belmont, Dec. 28, 1836. 

Sir: From a letter received from general Street, 
United States Indian agent, a copy of which has 
been communicated to your department, under date 
of yesterday, as well as a letter from Mr. Rolette, ® 
member of the American Fur company, resident 
at Prairie du Chien, it appears (from the tenor vl 
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Indians had made an attack on the 
x Indians, and killed a number of them in the 
cand Fox aag and (from Mr. Rolette’s let- 
r), that the latter Indians had made an attack ona 
be of Winnebagoes, killing some children, and 
caring a woman, scalping her, and leaving her 
all appearance dead; that the war party of the 
yxes were in pursuit of the Menominee Indians, 
ih whom they are at war; and some danger was 
wyrehended that the fox Indians would cross the 
ississippi On the ice, and attack a band of Sioux 
dians some distance above Prairie du Chien. I 
ve written to the several agencies to whom these 
dians belong, and am desirous to receive instruc- 
ons from your department as to the course to be 
rsued by me, as superintendent of Indian affairs, 
cases such as I have mentioned. 
From the great extent of this frontier, and the 
snmerous Indians located on our borders, it is im- 
rtant for the safety of the frontier people, who are 
tiled over a great extent of country, that protection 
ould be afforded them by the government; which 
only be done by having a mounted force station- 
at a suitable point on the Mississippi, above 
airie du Chien, where supplies and forage could 
furnished by steamboats for the use of the mount- 
troops. It is well known that the Indiaus are 
ver in dread of the pursuit of infantry. The 
ficulty with the Sac and Fox Indians, in 1832, 
gfiginated from an attack made by them on a party 
of jefenceless Menominee Indians who were camp- 
ed almost under the cover of the guns of Fort Craw- 
ford, and the refusal on the part of the Sac and Fox 
ludians to deliver up the murderers of the Menomi- 
mees. Three companies of dragoons, under the com- 
Mand of a field officer, would be sufficient to range 
the country from the Mississippi to the Red Cedar, 
ani the lowaand Desmoines rivers, which would be 
adirect check on the war parties of Sioux and Sac 
aid Fox Indians, This mounted force would be 


stile Sioux 


wi 


iment, by making a demand and surrender of the 
@geressors or murderers. The mounted troops rang- 
ing the country on our borders, west of the Mis- 
Sissippi and north of the Wisconsin river, would 
sever the weak and unprotected settlements border- 
ime on those rivers. The policy of the govern- 
ment appears to be to purchase of the Winnebago 
Itdians their country east of the Mississippi, and 
move them south of the Missouri river, or im- 
Meliately west of the Mississippi to the country 
Mirchased of the United States in 1832. The re- 
ented attacks made by the Sac and Fox Indians 
Mm the Winnebagoes, when hunting in the country 
West of the Mississippi, presents an obstacle in 
Mating with them for the country north of the 
Wisconsin, and east of the ng say aig Indeed it 
Was one of the reasons urged by the Winnebagoes, 
ithe treaty held at Fort Winnebago in October 
Bt, that their people had been killed by the Sacs 
i Fox Indians when hunting west of the Mis- 
sippi and they were afraid to remove west. This 
Miculty might be removed by the location of 
unted troops on the Upper Mississippi; and as 
established policy of the government is to pre- 
mve peace between the different nations of In- 
ns under their protection, much good would re- 
Mt from mounted troops being stationed at a con- 
Micnt point on our frontiers, to keep peace be- 
Pen the Sioux and Chippewa Indians, and pre- 
tthe intrusions of the whites on the Indian 
lntry. Our difficulties with the Seminole In- 
ns have assumed a serious aspect; and if five or 
hundred Indians in the swamps of Florida are 
® to produce so greata loss of blood and treasure, 
‘ould seem that every precaution should be used 
Prevent a rupture or difficulty with the nu- 
‘ous tribes on the borders of the Wisconsin ter- 
bry. The Indiaus must see and feel, if neces- 
the power ‘of the government to enforce a 
Act observance of treaties between themselves, 
Well as the dread of coming in contact with the 
frament of the United States. 

> itl, sir, with great respect, your obedient ser- 
e, H. DODGE, 

Superintendent of Indian affairs. 

'C. A. Harris, esq. commissioner Indian affairs. 
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Rock Island, Dec. 2, 1836. 
PrR: A young Fox Indian came in from Pow- 
*k’s village on the Red Cedar two days past, 
l informs me that a large war party of Sioux, on 
19th ult. surprised five lodges of Foxes on the 
er lowa, fifteen or twenty miles from where 
ine of the Black Hawk purchase crosses it, at 
mouth of a creek on the left bank of the Iowa, 
tit is believed killed about twenty Foxes. A 
ng Fox, who was wounded in the neck with a 
» Made his escape, and brought the news to 


sheck’s village, from whence the runner brou ght 


nero Street’s letter, alluded to), that a party of) 


fabled to carry into effect the views of the govern- | 











|intelligence to me. The wounded man says he 


counted twelve Foxes lying dead before he came 
off, and the fighting was going on. The Fox wo- 
men and children had retreated to an old fort a lit- 
tle way off, where the surviving Foxes may possi- 
bly save themselves. 

The messenger informed the interpreter, after 
leaving me, on his way home, that numbers had 

one through their country to collect the chiefs, 
Riad men and braves of the confederated tribes of 
Sacs and Foxes to council on the subject. Being 
asked by the interpreter what the principal men at 
Powsheek’s village spoke about it, he replied, they 
said they would take revenge. That eight were kill- 
ed last winter, and nothing done; they would not 
sit still and be killed any longer; they would die in 
the field of battle, or be revenged on the Sioux. 

I sent word to the chiefs to come and see me; 
but I do not expect to be able longer to restrain 
them, under all the circumstances, and that they 
will go to war with the Sioux. I apprehend the 
remnant of Wabashaw’s band on the east of the 
Mississippi will be in extreme danger, as the Foxes 
know where they have located, and wiil cross on 
the ice. It would be well to have them apprised of 
their danger, as they have been improperly assign- 
ed to me, and my location here precludes the possi- 
bility of my giving them any assistance. 

Your letter of the 26th ult. is received. 

With high consideration and respect, I am your 
most obedient servant, JOS. M. STREET, 

U. S. Indian agent. 
His excellency Henry Dodge, gov. Wisconsin territo- 
ry, and superintendent Indian affairs. 





TWEN?YY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

January 27. Mr. Clay presented the petition of 
the Washington Colonization society praying an act 
of incorporation, which he moved to refer to the 
committee on the District of Columbia—whereupon 
a very interesting debate arose between Messrs. 
Calhoun, Clay, Walker, &c. which we are compel- 
led to omit until our next. Finally, the motion 
to refer was laid upon the table—ayes 24, noes 12. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, to 
which was referred so much of the president’s mes- 
sage as related to a reduction of the revenue of the 
country, reported the following bill for that purpose, 
which he accompanied with various explanatory re- 
marks, and with a paper containing a summary 
statement of the variuus articles on which a reduc- 
tion was proposed to be made, together with the 
amounts of existing duties on said articles and the 
amounts of reductions. 

A bill to alter and amend the several acts imposing 
duties upon imports. 

Be it enacted &c. That, from and after the 30th 
day of June, in the year of our Lord 1837, in addi- 
tion to the articles exempted from the payment of 
duty by the various revenue laws of the United 
States now existing and in force, the articles here- 
after named in this section of this act imported into 
any collection district of the United States, shall be 
admitted free of duty, viz: 

Floor matting, usually made of flags, or other ma- 
terials; square wire, used for the manufacture of 
stretchers for umbrellas, and cut in pieces not ex- 
ceeding the length used for stretchers; aquafortis, 
Brazil pebble, prepared for spectacles; crystals for 
watches, diamonds for glaziers, dressed furs, em- 
broidery, all articles composed wholly or chiefly of 
gold, jewelry, gold and silver laces, muriatic acids, 
bicromate of potash, cromate of potash, prussiate of 
potash, chronometers, tartaric acids, barley, straw 
or grass baskets, composition, wax or amber beads, 
all other beads not otherwise enumerated in the ex- 
isting laws, Prussian blue, bolting cloths, shell or 
paper boxes, bricks, hair or palm-leaf brooms, but- 
ton moulds, calomel, carbonate of soda, cashmere 
of Thibet, corrosive sublimate, down of all kinds, 
feathers for beds, gold leaf, hair bracelets, hair not 
made up for head dresses, lampblaek, linen padding, 
(if not suitable for cotton bagging), sulphate of 
magnesia, mustard, salad oil, almond paste, perfumes, 
pickles, perfumed hair-powder, tooth powder, sul- 
phate of quinine, Rochelle salts, fossil and crude 
mineral salt, fancy or perfumed shaving and other 
soaps, including Windsor, and washballs, emetic 
tartar, building tiles, paving tiles, washes, otto of 
roses, oil of lemon, oil of bergamot, essential oil of 
rose, oil of carraway, oil of lavender, oil of rose- 
mary, cosmetics, anti-corrosive lithic paints, linen 
tape, sextants, quadrants, telescopes, and glasses 
for sextants, quadrants and telescopes, gold, silver 
and precious stones, hair cloth and hair seating, in- 
digo, cotton and thread laces, manufactured.and pre- 
pared quills, common tinned and japanned saddlery, 
China and porcelain wares, earthen and stone wares, 
watches of all kinds, and parts of watches, silver 


not exceeding seventy-five cents each, vinegar, 
olive oil, teas of all kinds, chocolate, Cayenne pep- 
per, cigars, bristles, corks, copper rods and bolts, 
copper nails and spikes, bodies, printed prior to 
1775, books in other languages than Greek, Latin 
and English, glass bottles, demijohns, common salt, 
anchovies and sardines, ground and polished look- 
ing-glass plates, silvered and unsilvered. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, in the year 1837, 
the duties now by law chargeable upon all wines 
and all eo made of vinous materials imported 
into the United States, shall be reduced one-half, 
and from and after that day no more than one-half 
the rates of duty now chargeable upon any wines 
and spirits made of vinous materials of any country 
shall be assessed or collected. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when it 

shall be satisfactorily proved to the secretary of the 
treasury that any iron, imported for the construc- 
tion of the hulls of iron steamboats, has been actu- 
ally applied to the construction of the hull of any 
such iron steamboat, and that the boat to which any 
such iron has been erpnea is completed and fitted 
for use in navigation, he may allow a drawback of 
the duty on such iron so actually and permanently 
applied, or, if the duty shall have been paid, he 
may refund the same, any thing in any act to the 
contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That no iron 
shall be considered as imported for the construction 
of the hulls of iron steamboats but such as is fitted 
and prepared for that use without further manufac- 
ture, and that nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to exempt from duty the engines, boilers, 
and other steam apparatus to be used in any such 
iron steamboat. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the bonds given for the duties upon the importation 
of any such iron shall become due and payable be- 
fore the said iron can be actually and permanently 
applied to the construction of any such iron steam- 
boat, in the manner required by the last preceding 
section, the secretary of the treasury shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorised to extend the time for the 
payment of so much of any such bonds as shall be 
equal to the drawback to which the obligor or obli- 
gors may be entitled: Provided, That no extension 
of time for the payment of any portion of any such 
bond shall exceed the period of two years from the 
date of the importation of the iron upon which the 
right of drawback is claimed in pursuance of this 
act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all articles 
made free from duty by the provisions of the first 
section of this act, and all wines and spirits made 
from vinous materials the duties upon which are 
reduced by the provisions of the second section of 
this act, from and after the thirtieth day of June 
next, which shall be imported into the U. States 
before the said last mentioned day, and shall be put 
into the custom house stores, under the bond of the 
importer or owner, and shall remain under the con- 
trol of the proper officer of the customs until the 
said thirtieth day of June next, shall be free, or 
subject to no higher rate of duty than is imposed 
by this act: Provided, That no such articles or pro- 
perty shall be deposited in the custom house stores 
except in the original packages, bales, boxes, bags, 
casks, cases or bottles, as imported. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with the provision» 
of this act be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Mr. Wright having concluded his introductory 
remarks explanatory of the objects of the bill, 

Mr. Clay said that he wanted, at this early stage. 
of the bill, to say only a word or two. I will be- 
gin, said he, with expressing the regret I feel that: 
no written report accompanies this bill, and that: 
the substitute with which we have been presented 
in the verbal remarks of the senator from New 
York are not as satisfactory as I think they might: 
have been. In considering the amount of reve- 
nue which the wants of any government may re- 
quire, two questions should be taken into view.— 
Ist. The probable amount of the revenue to be- re- 
ceived from the taxes; and, in the second place, the 
probable amount of the public expenditure. If 
congress have no knowledge of these, how- can 
they know what revenue is to be raised, or what 
reduction may be provided for? In both of these 
points, the senator from New York has utterly fail- 
ed to furnish the senate with any information. 

By way of getting rid of presenting to us the 
probable amount 6f revenue, the senator st ates that 
the finance committee are not able to offer any 
thing but uncertain conjectures. But every man 
who has hitherto been charged with the finances of 
the country, whether a secretary of the treasury or 





the chairman of a finance committee, has supposed 


‘it important to go into conjectures or estimates on 


and plated ware, worsted yarn, blankets, the value | these subjects, and to approximate as far as_possi- 
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ble to the truth, that the government may be ena- 
bled to form some practical estimate of the amount 
to which they may with propriety tax the people. 
But if the senator thinks he can justify himself for 
this omission, how will he justify it to the country, 
and to those great interests which are assailed by 
this bill, that we have been furnished with no in- 
formation touching the amount of public expendi- 
ture; and without information on either point how 
has he come to the conclusion that there does exist 
a redundant revenue, and that it is an evil so great 
as to call for the legislation of congress! 

But I have not risen simply to express my regret 
at the want of information under which we are in- 
vited to act. I have risen, at once, promptly to 
declare that I shall oppose, so far as my voice and 
my vote can go, this disturbance of the compromise 
arrangement made in March, 1833, under which 
the country has flourished in an unparalleled de- 
gree, and on which all parties have reposed as be- 
ng durable and permanent. 

n regard to the articles of salt and of spirituous 
liquors, both of which, but salt especially, are arti- 
cles which cannot be touched without a violation 
of that compromise, the former is one in which my 
state has little interest, as connected with a tax for 
prone: It is the great states of New York, 

ennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio, which are princi- 
pally concerned in this question. In my own state, 
some of the article is manufactured, but we are so 
situated that the manufacture, as existing among 
us derives no advantage from any protective duty. 
So far, therefore, as my constituents are concerned, 
I care not a particle if the duty shall be repealed 
in toto. But I oppose the measure because I view 
it as what has often and expressively been denomi- 
nated an entering wedge; and because it is well 
known that all encroachments on the system may 
be expected to commence under plausible pretexts. 
The article of coal is an instance of this. In the 
depth of winter, when, during a season of intense 
cold, all are shivering for the want of a more abun- 
dant supply of fuel, the ery is raised to repeal the 
duty on foreign coal. So salt is known by every 
body to be an essential article of human subsist- 
ence, and it is seized upon as furnishing a plausi- 
ble article on which the duty may be reduced, or 
dispensed with altogether. 

But if these are all articles covered by the com- 
promise, whatsecurity, what guaranty can the coun- 
try possess that the work of reduction is to stop at 
that point? Will not the process, ere long, reach to 
cotton? and to woollens? Nay, are we not already no- 
tified, while, as I admit, the senator has brought us 
a bill less exceptionable than a corresponding one 
which has been introduced elsewhere, that is not 
‘‘antagonistical”’ (I believe the term is) to that 
measure, that there is no hostility between the two; 
and, if the purpose shall not be effected Ly this bill, 
for reducing the revenue to a sum not specified, 
that bill itself, or some kindred measure must be re- 
sorted to. I want the country to know what is its 
actual condition. I want it to know whether that 
odious, that shocking list of articles, which has just 
been read by the secretary, is to be brought up, 
session after session, for discussion and gradual ac- 
tion, till the whole protective system is destroyed. 
The country has a right to know whether the peace 
effected by the compromise of 1833, is to be respect- 
ed; or whether it is to be assailed, first, in respect to 
articles calculated to excite public sympathy in 
their favor, and then those more important ones are 
at length to be reached, which are essential to the 
prespeny of the national industry. 

I have now discharged what I believed to be a 
duty. You have the power, both in this house and 
the other; you can do in this matter as you think 
proper. Goon, then. Disturb, distract the coun- 
try; reagitate the community; reopen its wounds 
just closed; do this, if it seems to you good; take 
upon yourselves the awful responsibility; but you 
shall never do it with my consent, nor without my 
solemn protest. 

Mr. Vright, in reply, observed that he should not 
argue the bill at this time. He had at present but 
one duty to perform, which was to report the bill.— 
He would say again that the finance committee con- 
sidered the amount both of revenue and expenditure 
for the coming year so enttrely dependent on the ac- 
tion of congress that, beyond the documents already 
on the tables of members, the committee could state 
no valuable fact for their consideration. He would 
move that the bill be made the special order of the 
day or Layer next, and that, in the mean time, 
the statement which had been presented in company 
with the bill might be printed. 

The printing having been ordered, 

Mr. Davis observed that this measure was one of 
great importance, and worthy of great consideration. 
He considered it desirable to keep the country out 
of agitation; its prosperity depended more on that 


than this body seemed to be fully aware of; prosperi- 
ty was pyr Sepa under any policy, unless the na- 
tion had the assurance of something steady in that 
policy. The nation wanted rest; the people need 
repose that they may know what to do. He had al- 
most said that even a bad policy, if steady, was bet- 
ter than a comparatively good one, if unsteady and 
perpetually fluctuating. This was peculiarly true 
in relation to the manufactures of the country, be- 
cause those who conducted these establishments, if 
they were able to look a few years ahead, they would 
shape their mode of conducting business so as to 
meet the policy of the government. The bill pro- 
posed seriously to affect, among other articles, that 
of salt, in which Mr. D’s state was largely interest- 
ed, inasmuch as very large capitals were vested in 
establishments for its manufacture upon the sea 
shore. Inasmuch, therefore, that the country might 
understand what was doing here, and of what was 
sought to be accomplished by this bill, he would ask 
that one thousand extra copies of the statement 
which had accompanied the bill be printed. 

This was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a second time, and made 
the order of the day for Thursday next. 

The following bill, which was yesterday order- 
ed* to be engrossed for a third reading, was accord- 
ingly read a third time: 

A bill designating and limiting the funds receivable 
for the revenues of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the secretary of the trea- 
sury be, and hereby is required to adopt such mea- 
sures as he may deem necessary to effect a collec- 
tion of the public revenue of the United States, 
whether arising from duties, taxes, debts or sales 
of lands, in the manner and on the principles here- 
in provided: that is, that no such duties, taxes, debts 
or sums of money payable for lands, shall be col- 
lected or received otherwise than in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand in the said 
legal currency of the United States, under the fol- 
lowing restrictions and conditions in regard to such 
notes, to wit; from and after the passage of this act, 
the notes of no bank which shall issue or circulate 
bills or notes of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars, shall be received on account of the public dues; 
and from and after the 30th day of Dec. eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, the notes of no bank 
which shall issue or circulate bills or notes of a less 
denomination than ten dollars shall he so receivable; 
and from and after the thirtieth day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, the like 
prohibition shall be extended to the notes of all 
banks issuing bills or notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no note 
shall be received by the collectors or receivers of 
the public money which the banks in which they 
are to be deposited shall not, under the supervision 
and control of the secretary of the treasury, agree 
to pass to the credit of the United States as cash: 
Provided, That, if any deposite bank shall refuse to 
receive and pass to the credit of the United States, 
as cash, any notes receivable under the provisions 
of this act, which said bank, in the ordinary course 
of business, receives on general deposite, the secre- 
tary of the treasury is hereby authorised to with- 
draw the public deposites from said bank. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. Benton addressed the senate at great length 
in opposition to it. When he had concluded, 

On motion of Mr. Grundy the bill was laid on the 
table, and the following resolution offered by him 
yesterday, taken up. . 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join 
such committee as may be appointed by the house 
of representatives, to ascertain and report a mode of 
examining the votes for president and vice president 
of the United States, and of notifying the persons 
elected of their election. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, seconded by Mr. Grundy, 
the resolution was amended by adding the following: 

And also to inquire into the expediency of ascer- 
taining whether any votes were given at the recent 
election, contrary to the prohibition contained in the 
second section of the second article of the constitu- 
tion; and if any such votes were given, what ought 
to be done with them, and whether any, and what 
provision ought to be made for securing the faithful 
observance in future of that section of the constitu- 
tion. 

The resolution as amended wasadopted. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Grundy, the bill defining and limiting the 





*The yeas and nays given in Thursday’s proceed- 
ings, (see page 352) in connexion with the above 
bill, were on the adoption of Mr. Rives’ amendment, 
and not on the engrossment of the bill, (as incor- 


kinds of money to be received by the United Star, : 
was taken up, and then on motion of Mr. W,)," 


: ‘ake | ————— 
the senate adjourned. >t 























January 28. The vice president, after reading of & gates 
the journal, addressed the senate as follows; 4 me at i 
Senators: The period is at hand which is to ter. page De x 
minate the official relation that has existed between * WF 
us, and I leave, probably never to return to it, a body who had I 


with which I have been long connected; where soy, 
remain whom I found here fifteen years ago, and 
where, in the progress of public duties, personal as. 
sociations have arisen never to be forgotten. Pro, 
such scenes I cannot retire without emotion. },, 
ean I give to the senate the usual opportunity o 
choosing another to preside for a time over their ¢. 
liberations, without “op | to the manner in whic, 
I have endeavored tv discharge a most gratifyj,, 
and honorable trust connected with the Office tp 
which my country called me. Entering upon ; 
with unaffected diffidence, well knowing how itt, 
my studies had been directed to its peculiar dutie, 
I was yet strengthened by the determination the, 
expressed, so to discharge the authority with whic 
I was invested, as ‘‘best to protect the rights, to p. 
spect the feelings, and to guard the reputations ¢ 
all who would be affected by its exercise.” | yx 
sure that, if successful in this, I should be pardong 
for errors which I could hardly expect to avoid, 
In the interval that has since elapsed it hag bee, 
our lot in this assembly to pass through scenes 9 
unusual excitement: the intense interest on asorbiny 
topics, which has pervaded our whole community, 
could not be unfelt within these walls. The warni 
of political parties, natural in such times, the uw. 
guarded ardor of sudden debate, and the collision 
seldom to be separated from the invaluable priviles 
of free discussion, have not been unfrequently mip. 
led with the more tranquil tenor of ordinary legis. 
fation. I cannot hope that, in emergencies like 
these, I have always been so fortunate as to satisfy 
every one around me; yet, I permit myself to thixk 
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that the extent to which my decisions have been a. BBs able a 
proved by the senate is some evidence that my ei B @hould not 
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rectly stated), on which latter question there was 
no division [ Nat. Int. 





resolution, or been regardless of what was due totle B@Mr. Bent 
rights or the feelings of the members of this body. FP @hairman « 
Though I may henceforth be separated from the BF @tood ther 
senate, I can never cease torevert with peculiar iv- B Question v 
terest to my long connexion with it. In every situ BP @ested the 
tion in my future life I shall remember with a jus BF ghe bill to 
pride the evidences of approbation and confidence B gation, agr 
which I have here received; and as an America B@ Mr, Be 
citizen, devotedly attached to the institutions of my Resolved 
country, I must always regard with becoming and e sentim 
sincere respect a branch of our government, inves: BWMartin Va 
ed with such extensive powers, and designed by ou BBtates, to 
forefathers to accomplish such important results. king lea 
Indulging an ardent wish that every success may Be@enate be 
await you in performing the exalted and honorable B@artiality, 
duties of your public trust, and offering my warns! Be@resided o1 
prayers that prosperity and happiness may be col Hi@pprobatio 
stant attendants on each of you, along the future duous an 
paths of life, I respectfully bid you farewell. | dent of tl 
After the vice president had retired, on motion d Mr. B. g 
Mr. Grundy, the senate proceeded to ballot for apie: Hi@esolution 
sident pro tem. / The cha 
The number of votes cast was 37; necessary ‘08 y wnanim 
choice 19. Mr. King, of Alabama, had 26; Mr. Mr. Bu 
Southard 7; Mr. Clay 1; Mr. Prentiss 1; Mr. Ewng, on: wee 
of Ohio, 1; Mr. Buchanan 1. : quired w 
Mr. King being duly elected president pro fem. of ind. Mr 
the senate, was conducted to the chair by Mr. Le ow that. 
ton and expressed his gratitude for the honor (0! Hii that it 
ferred. ection: 
On motion of Mr. Grundy, it was as eB 
Ordered, That the secretary of the senate, inform Davis, the 
the president of the United States and the house of faite 
representatives that the senate have elected the hot. on ok 
William R. King their president pro tem. b aleaa 
A number of petitions were resented and refer quire int 
red, and several committees delivered reports, allo umber of 
which will be duly noticed in their progress. 1 Pte, repo 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. Cal ies of ee 
houn, which lies over one day: rinted sh 
Resolved, That the president be requested to col burnal ons 
municate to the senate a copy of the correspo™ solutions 
dence with the government of Great Britain, 1 ™ istributed 
lation to the outrage committed on our flag, *” MP hich was 
the rights of our citizens, by the authorities ° 0 
Bermuda and New Providence, in seizing the slav“ et — 
on board of ‘the brigs Encomium and Enterpr'” oh of the 
engaged in the coasting trade, but which were — Wares. 
ed by shipwreck and stress of weather into ported in 
ports of those islands. o: HD thes 
After an ineffectual effort, in which Messrs. én M ve ye 
vier and Linn concurred, to postpone the bill de 4 t, was a 
ing what currency shall be received in payment 10° B@tion of th 
dues of the United States, with a view to taking "? al of dat 
the land bill— allan. 
zens of 
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The senate resumed the consideration of the for- 


which was the order of the day; and the bill 


er 
wee and the question being on 


its passage— ; 

Mr. Walker, chairman of the land committee, 
vho had reported it, took the floor in reply to the 
emarks made by Mr. Benton yesterday, going at 
arge into the arguments of that senator, and re- 
orting with no little warmth, what he considered 

; ynmerited reflections on the committee, declar- 
nz at the same time, that for all he said he held 
himself personally responsible both in and out of 
nehouse. When Mr. Walker had concluded, 

Mr. Webster made some inquiries of him in re- 
rence to his understanding of the practical effect 
f the bill on banks ue 8 notes under the amount 
f five dollars. Mr. Walker replied that the bill 
bad followed the language of the joint resolution of 
816, and, as there were different opinions as to the 
onstruction of that resolution, there might be as to 

is bill; but whether it were strictly mandatory on 
he receivers or not, he felt assured that it spoke a 
oice that would not be disregarded. Mr. Rives 
sid that the provisions in this bill in reference 
» banks issuing small notes were the same with 
hose in the deposite bill of last session; which he 
uoted. Mr. Webster said his only difficulty was 


Mespecting the receivability of the Virginia land 


rip; if the bill was not aggre! on that sub- 
ect, itought to be made so. And for this purpose 
e introduced an amendment declaring the Virgi- 
ia land scrip receivable in payment of all dues to 
he government; which lies on the table. 

Mr. Benton, to show how the deposite bill was 
nderstood by those who executed it, quoted some 
ank returns from the bank of Columbus, showing 
eissue by that bank of notes of one, two and 
ree dollars. 


Mr. Rives returned his thanks to Mr. Walker for 
is able and satisfactory defence of the bill. He 


Bhould not be able to add much to what had been 


aid by the honorable senator, but was desirous of 
dding his mite in reply to so much of what had so 
ealously been urged by the senator from Missouri, 
{r. Benton), as had not been touched upon by the 
hairman of the land committee; and, as he under- 
ood there were gentlemen on both sides of the 
estion who were desirous of being heard, he sug- 
ested the propriety of deferring further debate on 
e bill to Monday. This was, after some conver- 
ation, agreed to. 

Mr. Benton introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the senate cordially reciprocate 


Me sentiments of personal kindness expressed by 
Wariin Van Buren, vice 
@Piaics, towards the members of this body, upon 


resident of the United 


king leave of them: and that the thanks of the 


Menate be presented to him, in testimony of the im- 


artiality, dignity and ability with which he has 
resided over their deliberations, and of their entire 
pprobation of his conduct in the discharge of the 
(uous and important duties assigned him as pre- 
dent of the senate. 

Mr. B. suggested the propriety of taking up the 
solution and acting upon it at this time. 
The chair stated that this could only be done 
y unanimous consent. Mr. Calhoun objected. 


Mr. Buchanan expressed his hope that the reso- 
tion would be acted on at once. Mr. Calhoun 
quired whether it was usual to pass a vote of this 
ind. Mr. Benton quoted several precedents to 
ow that it was; whereupon Mr. Calhoun, observ- 
ig that it was a mere formality, withdrew his ob- 
pclion; and the question being put, the resolution 
as agreed to, nem. con. When, on motion of Mr. 
Vavis, the senate adjourned. 


January 30. After memorials and petitions had 
“en presented and referred, Mr. Tomlinson, from 
© committee of accounts, who were instructed to 
quire into the necessity of an increase of the usual 
umber of documents printed for the use of the se- 
ate, reported a resolution that the number of co- 
’s of any document ordered by the senate to be 
Tinted shall be eight hundred’ and fifty; of the 
urnal one thousand and fifty; and of bills, joint 
‘solutions and amendments, five hundred, to be 
‘tributed under the direction of the secretary; 
ich was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Wright the committee on 
"ance was discharged from the further considera- 
on of the memorial of sundry merchants of Bos- 
1, praying that the credit of duties payable on 
“ported goods might be extended to one year, and 
> three years on those subject to debenture. 


It was also discharged from the further conside- 
ation of the memorial of Richard J. Todd, for a re- 
al of duties on watches and parts of watches, and 
0m the consideration of sundry memorials from 
‘zens of Virginia and Pennsylvania against a re- 
‘tion of the duty on coal. 


The following resolutions, which lie over one 
day, were offered by Mr. Norvell: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
inquire into the expediency of granting to the state 
of Michigan five per cent. of the net proceeds of 
all public lands lying within said state, which were 
sold under the authority of the United States, from 
the Ist January, 1836, to the Ist July. 1836, such 

roceeds to be applied, under the direction of the 
legislature of the state, to the completion of the 
military roads commenced therein by the United 
States while Michigan was a territory. 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a surveyor 
general’s office in the state of Michigan. 

Resolved That the committee on commerce in- 

uire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the survey of the falls of St. Mary, witha 
view to the construction of a ship channel around 
said falls, between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 

Some other resolutions of a local or private cha- 
racter were offered and appropriately referred, af- 
ter which 

Mr. Clay moved to take up the memorial from 
ee Colonization society, presented by him on Fri- 

ay last, expressing the hope that there would be 
no further debate upon it, and calling for the yeas 
and nays on the question of taking up; which were 
ordered. 

The question was then tried, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, Clayton, Davis, 
Kent, Knight, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, 
Wall—l16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Dana, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, 
Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, Page, Preston, 
Rives, g 
Wright—26. 

So the memorial remains on the table. 

The senate then again resumed the consideration 
(at its third reading) of the bill defining the cur- 
rency receivable for the United States. Mr. Rives 
having concluded his remarks, Mr. Benton followed 
in a brief reply. Mr. Walker further defended the 
bill: and Mr. Morris went into a discussion of the 
unconstitutionality of its provisions, contending that 
it violated the rights of the states, superseded the 
constitutional currency, and was every way mis- 
chievous. Mr. Webster objected to it as leaving, 
in effect, the whole matter which ought to be the 
subject of law to the discretion of the secretary of 
the treasury. Mr. Calhoun concurred with Mr. 
Morris as to its unconstitutionality. 

The bill was then, for the present, laid on the 
table. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the land bill. The question being on Mr. Bucha- 
nan’s amendment to this bill, allowing parents to 
enter small tracts for their children, to be patented 
when they should come of age—After some desul . 
tory conversation, an attempt was made to post- 
pone the bill to to-morrow; but it failed: yeas 18, 
nays 27. The question being then taken, the 
amendment of Mr. Buchanan was agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Ewing, of Illinois, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, Knight, Lyons, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, 
Sevier, Southard, Strange, Swift, ‘Tomlinson, Wal- 
ker, Wall, Webster, White—28. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Fulton, Grundy, 
Kings, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, Moore, 
Morris, Niles, Page, Preston, Ruggles, Tipton, 
Wright—15. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, the bill was then fur- 
ther amended, so as to allow no one to enter a tract 
in his own name until he was 21 years old. 

Mr. Clay then renewed the motion formerly made, 
and withdrawn by Mr. Morris, to strike out the 4th 
section of the bill, including the whole pre-emption 
clause, and demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. Mr. Morris supported the motion. 
Mr. Niles opposed it. Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Clay 
spoke with warmth against the unlimited pre-emp- 
tive rights conferred by the bill, and Mr. Sevier and 
Mr. Walker replied in defence of this section, with 
which, as Mr. W. declared, the bill must stand or 
fall. 

Mr. Morris now moved 2n adjournment, (it was 
five o’clock;) and on that motion Mr. Walker de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which being taken stood 
—yeas 23, nays 22. 

So the senate adjourned. 

January 31. The chair presented a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury; which was 
indistinctly understood to relate to the claim of the 





United States on the United States bank. 


Ruggles, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, } 


Also, a communication from the state depart- 
ment, with a statement of the number of American 
seamen. 

A number of petitions were presented, and se- 
veral bills reported, when resolutions of a local cha- 
racter were offered, which will be duly noticed 
when before the senate for its decision: among 
them was the following, submitted by Mr. Clayton, 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
New Castle a port of entry, either distinctly from, 
or conjointly with, the port of Wilmington. 

Some time was then spent in reconsidering the 
unfavorable report of the committee of claims, on 
the claim of Joseph Nourse, which was, on motion 
of Mr. Linn, ordered to lie upon the table. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the land 
bill. The question being on the striking out of the 
pre-emption clause. The motion to strike out was 
strenuously advocated by Messrs. King, of Georgia, 
and Bayard, and opposed by Mr. Tipton, and finally 
lost by yeas and nays—yeas 22, nays 24. Mr. Clay 
moved an amendment confining the pre-emption 
feature of the bill to the lands which have been sur- 
veyed: which, after debate, was also lost—yeas 23, 
nays 28. Mr. Black moved to restrict the operation 
of the bill to citizens of the United States. Car- 
ried—yeas 24, nays 21. Mr. Walker moved to 
confine the bill to the states and organized territo- 
ries of the U. States. Agreed to. Mr. Tallmadge 
ofiered an amendment confining the operation of 
the bill to the year 1840, Agreed to. Mr. Mor- 
ris gave notice of his purpose to move a substitute 
for the whole bill; which was ordered to be printed. 

The question was then at length taken, as in 
committee of the whole, (at past 6 o’clock), on 
agreeing to the billin its amended form, and carried 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Cuth- 
bert, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Ala. Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Knight, Morris, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster—18. 

The bill was then reported to the senate, and or- 
dered to be printed, as amended. 

And the senate adjourned. 

February 1. Mr. McKean, who has not been be- 
fore able to attend in the senate since his first ill- 
ness, resumed his seat to-day. 

The: chair presented a communication from the 
navy department, in conformity to the 2d section of 
the law of May, 1820, giving a statement, with va- 
rious distinctions, of the appropriations for the navy 
establishment in 1836; Referred. 

Among the petitions presented were the following: 

By Mr. King, of Alabama: From William Brent, 
setting forth that four of the votes given in Virginia 
for president and vice president of the United 
States, were cast by individuals not constitutional- 
ly qualified. 

Also, (from a quarter unknown to the reporter) 
a statement that the votes of South Carolina, for 
president and vice president of the United States 
were cast by individuals chosen by the legislature 
of the state, who were therefore not constitutional- 
ly qualified electors. Both laid on the table, on 
motion'of Mr. Grundy, to be referred hereafter, at 
the proper time, to the joint committee of the two 
houses. 

Several committees delivered reports, and others 
were discharged from the consideration of business 
that had been referred to them. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce 
reported a bill authorising the president of the U. 
States to appoint a commission of three persons, to 
examine inventions for the purpose of securine 
steam boilers from bursting; and to report the re. 
sults to congress. Read, ordered to a second read- 
ing, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

The resolution, formerly offered by Mr. Nicholas 
calling on the secretary of the treasury for informa- 
tion obtained by special agents in relation to allec- 
ed frauds on the public lands in the state of Loui- 
siana, being under consideration, 

Mr. Clay proposed to amend the resolution by 
striking out Louisiana and extending the inquiry 
to all the states and territories. After considerable 
discussion between Messrs. Nicholas, Ewing, Linn, 
and Sevier, Mr. Clay offered his amendment which 
was adopted. On motion of Mr. Ewing, the reso- 
lution of Mr. Nicholas was further amended so as to 
call on the secretary of the treasury for information 
otherwise obtained, as well as by special agents. 





The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 





358 


NILES' WEEKLY REGISTER—FEB. 4, 1837—CONGRESS. 


¢ 








[The National Intelligencer of Thursday did not 
contain the remainder of this day’s proceedings; 
' which shall have a place in our next.] 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, Jan. 25. Mr. Herod, elected a mem- 
ber of this house, to fill the eemny occasioned by 
the lamented death of Mr. Kinnard, appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. 
The house took up the unfinished business of the 
morning hour, being the resolution heretofore offer- 
ed by Mr. Underwood calling upon the clerk for a 
statement of the mileage claimed by members, &c. 
with the amendments of Messrs. Claiborne and Yell 
(see page 361) the pending question being on the 
amendment to the amendment. A very desulto 
and uninteresting debate now ensued, after whic 
the resolution and amendments were ordered to lie 
on the table—ayes 95, noes not counted. 
After resolutions had been called for, 
Mr. Bell said he rose for the purpose of submit- 
ting a motion, of which he had given so mahy no- 
tices, for leave to introduce a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections; but he had himself felt so much of 
the inconvenience and disadvantage under which 
gentlemen labored who had held resolutions for some 
time which they could not have an opportunity to 
present, that he was disposed now, after having sub- 
mitted his motion, to move that, under the indulg- 
ence of the house, every gentleman who had reso- 
lutions to offer should now offer them, provided they 
would not create debate. If no gentlemen were 
desirous to present such resolutions, he was ready 
now to proceed with his observations. 
No resolution having been offered, Mr. Vander- 
poel rose to a peas of order. He wished to inquire 
whether a motion for /eave to bring in a bill was de- 
batable? The chair said he thought it was. The 
groreman had a right to state the character of the 

ill. Mr. Beli then said that the remarks which he 
had intended to submit might perhaps be better com- 
prehended if he were to send to the chair, to be read, 
the billand preamble which he proposed to read. If 
the chair thought the proceeding regular, Mr. B 
would be glad that the preamble and bill should be 
read. The chair said that the regular way would be 
to take the sense of the house whether the same 
should be read for the information of the house.— 
And the question being taken, the sense of the house 
was declared in favor of the reading. 

The preamble and bill were accordingly read— 
(we will publish them in the next “ReerstTER”’) 
when Mr. Bell arose and addressed the house in ex- 
planation of the motives which induced him to sub- 
mit the gh i Pig concluded his opening address, 
on motion of Mr. Vanderpoel the house passed to the 
orders of the day, and resumed the consideration of 
the bill from the senate, entitled «an act to provide 
for the admission of the state of Michigan into the 
union, on an equal footing with the original states.”’ 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
A. Mann, for the previous question; which motion 
prevailed, ayes 84, noes 67. So there wasa second. 
And the main question was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. Briggs called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. And the main 
question, on ordering the bill to a third reading, was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 140, nays 
58. And the bill was ordered to a third reading to- 


day. 

The question then recurred on the final passage of 
the bill. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Jenifer, Tho- 
mas, Howard, Pickens and Pearce of Maryland, par- 
ticipated. 

Mr. Cushman then obtained the floor, and moved 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered without a division. 

Mr. Chapin asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, being the passage of the bill, which 
were ordered—and were yeas 132, nays 43. So 
the bill was passed and the house adjourned. [The 
yeas and nays shall have a place in the next “Re- 
GISTER.’’] 

Thursday, Jan. 26, After the reception of re- 
ports, the house resumed the unfinished business of 
the morning hour, the motion submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Bell for leave to bring in a bill to secure 
the freedom of elections. That gentleman then 
arose and continued his speech, and was proceeding 
to remark on the change which the opinions of the 
president had undergone in relation to disturbing 
the principles of the compromise bill, when, on 
motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house passed to the 
orders of the day, and took up the bill to regulate 
the pay and mileage of members, the question bein 
on its final passage. A long debate now ensued, 
during which Mr. Mann moved to recommit the 
bill to the committee of the whole house on the 

ate of the union, and Mr. Yell moved to amend 


.| day, and that Michigan was not competent to make 


the motion to commit by adding instructions to the 
committee to report a section reducing the pay of 
the members of the house to $6 per day, and $6 
for every twenty miles of travel to and from the 
seat of government. ; 

Mr. Anthony called for the previous question, 
but the call was not sustained—ayes 71, noes 73. 
Mr. Howard moved to lay the bill on the table— 
yeas 58, nays 128. Mr. Parks moved an adjourn- 
ment, but withdrew the motion at the request of the 
speaker. 

A message from the president of the U. States 
was received, in obedience to the resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 17th instant, request- 
ing the president to lay before the house, if not in- 
compatible with the public interests, any informa- 
tion in his possession showing the condition of the 

olitical relations between the United States and 
exico; and also, any further information that he 
may have received as to the condition of Texas. 

Mr. Howard moved the reference of the message 
and documents to the committee on foreign affairs, 
and that the same be printed. seed 

Mr. Boyd, after inquiring of the speaker if it 
would be in order, moved to amend the motion of 
Mr. Howard, by adding instructions to the com- 
mittee to report a resolution acknowledging the in- 
dependence of Texas. Mr. Craig hoped the gen- 
tleman would not create a debate at this late hour, 
by endeavoring to attach the resolution to these do- 
cuments. 

Mr. Reed asked for the reading of the message 
and documents. Mr. Vinton moved an adjourn- 
ment. Mr. Claiborne, of Mississippi, called for the 

eas and nays on the motion to adjourn; which the 
Snide would not order. And the house adjourned. 

Friday, Jan. 27. Mr. Thomas moved that I. E. 
Crary, member elect from the state of Michigai, 
now in attendance, be qualified to take his seat as a 
member of the house. 

Mr. Robertson opposed the motion, on the ground 
that Michigan was not a state at the time Mr. Cra- 
ry was elected; that she became a state only yester- 


the election ata time when her constitution had 
not received the sanction of congress. He moved 
that the subject be referred to the committee on 
elections, to examine into and report upon all ques- 
tions touching the election, qualification and return 
of Mr. Crary. ; 

Mr. Thomas contended that to send this subject 
to acommittee would be a work of supererogation, 
after the thorough examination which had been 
given to it. He contended that the constitution of 
the state of Michigan was now as perfect as it 
would have been if its organization had been pre- 
ceded by a law of congress authorising a conven- 
tion for that purpose, and cited precedents in the 
history of the union to corroborate this position. 

A communication was read from Mr. Crary, en- 
closing a certificate of election from the governor 
of the state of Michigan. 

Mr. Hunisman demanded the previous question: 
and the house seconded the call: ayes 97, noes not 
counted; and the house ordered that the main ques- 
tion should now be taken. 

Mr. Young called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question; which were ordered. And the main 
question, “Shall Isaac E. Crary be qualified as a 
member of the house from the state of Michigan?” 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 150, nays 32. 

So the house determined that Mr. Crary be now 
qualified. Nala 

At the request of Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in or- 
der toenable that gentleman briefly to explain the 
reasons for his vote on this occasion, Mr. Thomson, 
of South Carolina, moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just passed: when brief remarks were made by 
Mr. Dawson and other gentlemen. After which, to 
save the house from the trouble of the previous 
question, indicated by Mr. Cushman’s rising, Mr. 
Thomson withdrew his motion. Mr. Crary, the re- 
presentative from Michigan, then appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. ' 

After Mr. Cave Johnson, from the committee of 
ways and means, had reported a bill increasing the 
competsation of certain clerks, which was com- 
mitted, and Mr. Whittlesey, from the committee of 
claims had made unfavorable reports upon the peti- 
tions of James Kilgour and C. M. Smith, which 
were ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Jarvis moved to discharge the committee of 
the whole from the further consideration of the bill 
to provide for the enlistment of boys in the naval 
service (in order to put it to its third reading). 

Mr. Bell objected to departing from the usual 
course in relation to this bill, by giving it prefer- 
ence over other business earlier on the list. 

The whole of the residue of this day’s sitting, 





sion of a most lig and disagieeable natyy, il 
] > OTe 


ing out of a collision between two gentlemen ’/:, 
Bell, of Tennessee, and Mr. Jarvis, of Main 
growing out of the above motion, which transer, ; 
sed the usual bounds of parliamentary practjes °, 
attempt, in a few words, or in a short space of tig 
to give an intelligible account of it, woula},: 
vain. In the end, however, the difficulty wa, . 
justed, by the intervention of other members, a 
satisfactorily than during a long discussion it a 
peared likelyto be. And _ 

The house immediately adjourned, 
Satarday, Jan. 28. The motion made Vester, 
by Mr. Jarvis, to discharge the committee of : 
whole on the state of the union from the futthe 
consideration of the bill to provide for the enlig. 
ment of boys in the naval service of the U, State 
coming up as the unfinished business, was cons, 
dered and rejected. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judiciay 
reported, without amendment, the bill from the ,; 
nate to alter the times of holding the circuit cou, 
the United States in the state of Tennessee; yi, 
bill was committed to the committee of the why, 
house on the state of the union. 

[Mr. Dunlap Lr area his desire to offer » 
amendment to the above bill providing for the hy 
ing of a court in the western part of the state , 
Tennessee. ] 

Also, without amendment, the bill from the sens, 
altering the times of holding the circuit court of 4, 
United States for the 5th circuit and district ¢ 
North Carolina, holden at the city of Raleigh; whig 
bill was ordered to a third reading on Monday, 

The committee on revolutionary claims was 4, 
charged from the consideration of a number of ». 
titions that had been referred to them. 

After some other business of a private naty, 
had been disposed of, Mr. Dromgoole, from the y. 


the president’s message as relates to amending th 
constitution of the United States, together with 
propositions and resolutions submitted at the ke 
and present session of congress, proposing ameni. 
ments to the constitution, reported in part that, x. 
cording to order, they have had under consideratia 


ment of the constitution in relation to the electin 
of president and vice president of the United State, 


subject was made at the last session of congress « 
the 30th March, 1836, by a select committee. Th 
joint resolution reported by said committee wa 
twice read, and committed to a committee of th 
whole house on the state of the union. 
action was had thereon, and the said reported joitt 
resolution remains on the calendar, and may, at tli 
pleasure of the house, be considered in said con 
mittee of the whole. If, therefore, the house be 
disposed to act on this subject during the preset! 
session of congress, your committee think it mor 
advisable to consider the report now on the calet 
dar, than to begin de novo. Your committee, ther: 
fore, submit the two following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the select committee to whom tht 
subject was referred, be discharged from the furthe 
consideration of all propositions and resolutions 1 
lating to amendments of the constitution on ti 
subject of the election of president and vice pres: 
dent. ; 
Resolved, That this house will, on the 31st 10% 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole ont 
state of the union, to take into consideration ti 
joint resolution proposing an amendment to 
constitution of the United States in relation tote 
election of president and vice president. a 
After some remarks from Mr. Dromgoole, 4 i\' 
sion of the question was called for and ordered a 
the passage of the resolutions, when the first ¥# 
concurred in and the second disagreed to—ye® 6 
nays 83—so the house refused to go into commlt 
on the said joint resolution. 
On motion of Mr. Vanderpoel the rules were 5 
ended, to enable him to offer a resolution that! 
ume meet hereafter at 11 o’clock, which res 
tion was agreed to. 7 
Some business of minor importance was then a 
acted, after which the house proceeded to the o! Fr 
of the day, and resumed the consideration of 7 
motion of Mr. Jarvis, pending at the adjournme 
of the house on Saturday last, to reconsider the ‘ 
by which the bil! for the relief of —— Dade ¥ 
been rejected. , 
After a further debate thereon, the motion t0 
consider was laid on the table—yeas 89, nays et 
The engrossed bill, to grant the Atchafalaya : 
road and banking company a right of way pm 
the public lands, was read the third time, and p 
ed. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of Ebene” 





protracted to a late hour, was occupied in a discus- | 


Breed was read the third time, and after debate, 
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» Ce undry motions to adjourn, which were rejected, 
fain fa the bill was passed—yeas 85, nays 59. 

Derm And, thereupon, the house adjourned. 


e. , Jan. 30. The house met at eleven 
fin ee eaanait to the order of Saturday last; and 
dt be pd being no quorum present, Mr. Howell moved 
¥28 few 4 call of the house. On that motion Mr. Granger 
8, Mom called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
it a and were—yeas 57, nays 55. So the call was or- 
‘Bh dered. The speaker having, on motion of Mr. 
Briggs, ascertained that a quorum was present, the 
steryfiem jouse, on motion of Mr. C. Allan, suspended all 
-of tin further proceedings on the call; and the journal of 
furtheliems Saturday was then read. 
enix, Petitions and memorials were then called for and 
State, resented in the order of states and territories. 
| Cong P Mr. Adams said that he had in his possession a 
number of petitions in relation to slavery; some 
diciary raying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
the s, i" Columbia; some for the abolition of slavery in 
court Ml the territories; some for the abolition of slavery 
; WhicilNOl and the internal coasting slave trade; and some for 
> Whoklu® the prohibition of the exportation of slaves to Texas, 
or to the dominions of any foreign power. He was 
under the necessity of presenting these petitions 
separately and distinctly, as they came parily from 
"his constituents and partly from people in other 
parts of the United States. He asked leave to ad- 
dress the house on the right of the petitioners to 
have their petitions read. He wished that the re- 
quest might be entered on the journals, and that he 
might have the yeas and nays upon it. 
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ay. Objections were made, and Mr. Anthony raised 
vas (i =the question whether it was in order to ask for the 
r of pe eas and nays on a matter of this kind, and whe- 
‘ther, if they were granted, they would not be grant- 
natu "ed as matter of courtesy and not of right. 
the s, The speaker said, the gentleman from Massachu- 
nuch df/esetts could obtain his object by submitting a mo- 
ding tM Mtion to suspend the rule. Mr. 4dams said it was 
with a mmaterial to him as to the mode in which he effect- 
the he fi™Red his object. He, therefore, submitted his request 


amet mor motion. Upon which motion the yeas and 


that, ac. fie ays were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 


deratio 944, nays 124. So the house would not suspend the 
amen: rule. Mr. ddams presented the memorial of the 
electio oung Men’s Abolition society of the city and 
d Stats Seounty of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the 


on this ie 
TESS Oh 
ee. The 
ttee wa 


ecognition of Texas. Mr. A. moved that it be 
ead, and called for the yeas and nays on that mo- 
ion. Mr. Jarvis moved to lay the whole subject 
bn the table. The speaker said he would have no 


e of thi @hesitation to do so, under the rule of the house, if it 
0 furthe: should appear that the memorial contained any re- 
ted jolt! ference to the subject of slavery. The speaker then 
y, at tite having looked into the memorial) pronounced it 
aid con-fmto contain allusions to the subject of slavery and 
rouse ethat it must therefore be laid on the table without 


> present 
: it mor 
he calen 
re, there: 


being read. Mr. .4dams appealed from the deci- 
ion, and called for the yeas and nays thereon.— 
r. Adams then appealed against the decision of 
e chair, and contended that when petitions were 
before the house, the member presenting had the 
ight to read them: the chair had decided against 
his right; against this decision he now appealed.— 
The speaker said that, by the rule of the house, 
very petition making reference to the subject of 
lavery was ordered to lie on the table. He had 
ooked into this petition, and was clearly of the 
pinion that it did relate to the subject of slavery.— 
Mr. Adams. I deny it. (Cries of ‘“order,”’ <‘order’’). 
The speaker stated the question before the house, 
amely, it had been decided by the chair, that this 
petition falls under the rules of the house, by which 
should be ordered to lie on the table; such was 
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e, adie decision of the chair. Against this decision 
‘dered HRB" appeal had been made, and further, the yeas 
first wSH@nd nays had been called for. Mr. Phillips here 
_yes 6), Ose and demanded, before he could vote on the 


omuillBUestion, that the petition should be read. Mr. 


tobertson moved to lay the petition, the appeal and 
€ whole subject on the table; which motion, after 
ne remarks by Mr. Lawler was withdrawn, and 
«petition was read by the clerk. 
'. Hawes moved to lay the whole subject on the 
able. On which question the yeas and nays were 
tered; and were: yeas 131, nays 62. 
So the whole subject, both the memorial and ap- 
al, were laid on the table. 
Mr. Adams then presented in succession, thirteen 
’ lourteen additional memorials and petitions, on 
© same subject, praying against the coasting slave 
de, the exportation of slaves to Texas, &c. &e.; 
4h petition was immediately, under the rule, or- 
“red to lie on the table. 

or each petition Mr. A. moved a reading; which, 
nder the rule, was refused by the chair; and against 
= decision of the chair Mr. A. appealed to the 

e, 
In each case Mr. Cushman, of N. H. moved to lay 
© whole subject on the table, and in this manner 
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the whole batch of petitions was summarily and 
speedily disposed of. ai 

The presentation of petitions and memorials from 
the remaining states was then completed. 

fA memorial of certain citizens of Kentucky, in 
favor of aid and support being extended to the Colo- 
nization society, being presented by Mr. Calhoun, 
Mr. Adams moved that the memorial be read; which, 
having been done, Mr. A. made some remarks in the 
view that, as this memorial related to slavery, it 
should meet with the same treatment which his own 
petitions had. Mr. A. moved, therefore, that the 
memorial be laid on the table. After some remarks 
from Mr. Mercer in favor of the petition, the motion 
was put, and lost by a great majority against it.— 
The petition, therefore; was received and lies over.] 

[The speaker presented to the house a memorial 
from W. L. Brent and Richard 8. Coxe, members 
of the bar of Washington, preferring charges against 
the hon. Buckner Thruston, one of the associate 
judges of the circuit court of the District of Colum- 
bia, for alleged official misconduct, praying congress 
to institute an inquiry into the matter, and give a 
suitable remedy. The memorial was, on motion, 
referred to the committee on the judiciary, and or- 
ed to be printed.] | ae 

The remainder of the session was occupied in re- 
a eee among those of a public nature 
were the following: 

On motion of Mr. French, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads, be requested to enquire into the ex- 
verre: > of requiring the postage on all letters sent 

y the express mail, to be paid in advance; and that 
the committee inquire into the expediency of abol- 
ishing the express mail. ; 

And be it resolved, That the committee on the 
post office and post roads be and they are hereby 
instructed to inquire into the extent of existing 
abuses on the part of the postmasters in renting 
letter boxes in their offices, and into the expedien- 
cy of prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all such 
practices. 

On motion of Mr. Mann, of New York, . 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the laws of the United States in relation to im- 
prisonment for debt, so as to place alien plaintiffs 
upon the same footing as citizens of the several 
states, in respect to their legal remedies. 

On motion of Mr. Thomson, of Ohio, _ 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a township or other quantity of land to each of 
the states of the union, to enable them to erect suit- 
able buildings, and to print or purchase all necessa- 
ry books for the instruction of the blind within their 
respective limits. 

n motion of Mr. Ingersoll, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
completing the east front of the capitol, by providing 
suitable statuary, and to provide a statue of Jeffer- 
son, to be placed in the library of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Crary, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the survey of the falls of St. 
Mary, with a view to the construction of a ship 
channel between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. 

On motion of Mr. Crary, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a surveyor general’s office for the state 
of Michigan. Adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31. The hon. J. C. Alford, a 
member from the state of Georgia, appeared, was 
qualified and took his seat. — 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was agreed 
to by the house: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house 
be discharged from the consideration of the bills for 
the survey of certain roads and rivers therein men- 
tioned, and that the said bills, and all amendments 
to them, be again committed to the committee on 
roads and canals. 

Mr. Wardwell, from the committee on revolu- 
tionary pensions, reported a bill ~ weit of the 
3d section of the “act granting half pay to widows 
or orphans where their husbands and fathers have 
died of wounds received in the military service of 
the United States in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed July 4, 1836, and for extending the 
provisions of the same; which was read and com- 
mitted. a 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported the following resolution, which was 
read, and agreed to: 2 OC 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
authorised to send for persons and papers, and to 





inquire into the truth of the charges made in the 
memorial of William L. Brent and Richard S. Coxe, 
complaining of the official conduct of Buckner 
Thruston, one of the judges of the circuit court of 
the United States for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post of- 
fice and post roads, reported a bill for the erection of 
a building for the post office department; which bill 
was twice read and committed. 

A number of bills were reported from other 
committees, read twice and committed, when the 
house resumed the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing hour, being the motion heretofore made by Mr. 
Bell, of Tennessee, for leave to bring in a bill to se- 
cure the freedom of elections. 

Mr. B. said that, before he resumed his remarks, 
he would ask the indulgence of the house to make a 
statement in answer to an article which had appear- 
ed in the “Globe” of this morning, in reference to 
the subject under discussion. The whole of that 
article, in the motives which it ascribed to him, and 
in all material points of fact, was an infamous ca- 
Jumny; and, if the time of the house had permitted, 
he could demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the 
house, that it was so. 

Mr. B. also said that, in justice to a gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Bynum), to whom, in 
his remarks the other day, he, (Mr. Bell), had al- 
juded as getting up to propose a measure for the 
reduction of the revenue so soon as it was discover- 
ed that the deposite bill of the last session would 
become a law, Mr. Bell had always understood that 
that was a favorite measure with the gentleman, 
and had supposed that, in offering the measure at 
that time, he (Mr. Bynum) had mearly seized on 
that which he had considered a fit opportunity. 

Mr. B. then resumed and concluded his remarks 
in illustration of the objects of the bill, and urging 
the necessity of action upon it. 

Mr. Bell having concluded his remarks, Mr. 
Graves obtained the floor; when, 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house passed 
to the orders of the day. Mr. W. Thompson in- 
pee whether the business first in order was not 

e motion and resolution pending on the message 
of the president of the United States on the subject. 
of our relations with Mexico and the condition of 
Texas? 

The speaker said that, after engrossed bills, &e. 
on the table were disposed of, that subject would be. 
first in order. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to suspend the rules, to 
go into committee on certain appropriation bills; 
which motion prevailed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Craig, of Va. 
in the chair), on the bill making appropriations for 
the current expenses of the Indian department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the yarious 
Indian tribes, for the year 1837. Mr. Cambreleng 
explained, that the bill was essentially different in 
form from the bill of last year. It was then con- 
sidered, amended, and laid aside. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, of Lou, the com- 
mittee took up the bill to establish an additional 
land office in the state of Louisiana; and no amend- 
ment having been offered thereto, 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee rose 
and reported both the bills to the house. The 
question being on concurring with the committee 
in their amendments to the Indian appropriation 
bill, Mr. Cushing moved that the house adjourn; 
but withdrew the motion, to enable 

The speaker to present a communication from the 
secretary of war, pire a statement of ap- 
propriations and expenditures forthe year 1836, and 
the balance remaining in the treasury on the 31st 
December last; which, on motion of Mr. Cambre- 
leng, was laid on the table and ordered to printed. 
And, on motion of Mr. Oushing, the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Wednesday, Feb.1. A number of petitions were 
presented and several bills reported, twice read aud 
committed; when the house resumed the unfmished 
business of the morning hour, the motion hereto- 
fore submitted by Mr. Bell for leave to bring in a 
bill to secure the freedom of elections. 

Mr. Graves, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the house in reference to the general prin- 
ciples of the bill, and on the necessity of legislativs 
action for the application of proper remedies to the 
evils com tained of inthe preamble, and the exist- 
ence of which, he contended, had been most fully 
demonstrated. 

Mr. G. had not concluded when, the hour having 
elapsed, the house, on motion of Mr. Oambreeng, 

assed to the orders of the day. 

The bill making appropriations for the current 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfil- 
ling treaty stipulations with the various indian 
tribes, for the year 1837, coming up; and the ques- 
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tion being on concurring with the committee of 
the whole in the amendments made thereto, 

Mr. Cushing addressed the house at length in re- 
ference to the general policy of the government of 
the United States towards the Indian tribes. 

After some remarks from Mr. Everett in relation 
tothe manner in which the emigrating tribes had 
been removed; the failure on the part of the United 
States to comply with its treaty; and the frauds 
which had been committed upon them, 

Mr. E. asked for the reading of a letter which 
had come under his knowledge, subsequent to the 
adjournment of the house last evening; and which 
was published in a paper that he had ascertained to 
be very respectable. 

The letter is an extract from a gentleman in the 
west, and appers in an Arkansas paper. It refers 
to the removal of the Creeks by the contractors, to 
their destitute condition, their want of proper food 
and clothing; in consequence of cee many of 
them fall behind the main body, and perish; and re- 
presents the scene as one to which no portion of 
American history can furnish a parallel. 

Mr. Purker complained of the entire want of 
Specific aj»propriations apparent in this bill, as com- 
pared with the bills of previous years; and thought 
that one way tosecure the effectual fulfilment of the 
treaties with the emigrating Indians would be to 
specify the particular amounts of money, and the 
objects te which they should be applied. He mov- 
ed to corninitt the bill to the committee of ways 
and means, with instructions to. modify and amend 
the same |>y striking out the general appropria- 
tions made therein for the erdeal tribes or nations 
of Indians, and inserting in lieu thereof specific 
appropriatio ns, and the specific purposes for which 
the money w ‘as required and said to be due by the 
£stimates, an d to which it was to be applied. 

And, on th is motion, Mr. P. called for the yeas 
cand nays. 

Mr. Lawler" was opposed to the recommitment 
of the bill, an d was of opinion that the estimate 
was so perfec tly plain in all its details, that any 
amendme'ut \vhich might be necessaay could be 
made im the tiouse. He replied to the remarks of 
Mr. Pve:rett, and contended that the Creek Indians, 
‘by thei. repeated acts. of hostility, virtually annulled 
‘the ‘treaty which kiad been made, and operated a 

‘forfeit ure of that protection from the United States, 
whieh they wovid otherwise have received. In 
srela‘tion to the statement which had been read from 
.an Arkansas paper, the details therein set. forth 
“waust come in a more authenticated form than in the 
columns of a newspaper, before he, (Mr. L.) or 
the house, or the country, would give credit to 
them. 

Mr. Wolsey resisted the motion to recommit, and 
a leng debate followed. The house refused to sus- 
tain the motion of Mr. Parker, and concurred with 
the «committee of the whole in the amendments; 

-and the question recurring on ordering the bill to be 
engressed. 

r. Williams, of N. Carolina, moved to amend 
sthe ‘bill, by adding the following as an additional 
-section: “/ind be it further enacted, that no Indians 
sshall in future be removed by contract from the 
east to(the ‘west side of the Mississippi river.”’ 

After-a few remarks from Mr. W. in favor of the 
amerdment, and Mr. Haynes, in opposition to it, 

Mr. McKim moved the previous question; which 
‘the house seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
‘taken. 

Mr. Par.cer called for the yeas and nays on the 
‘main question; which were refused. 

And the main question being on ordering the bill 
‘to a third reading, was taken, and carried. 

And the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third re ading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resolv- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole on the state 
of the u.nion, (Mr. Casey in the chair), on the bill 
making : \ppropriations for the support of the army 
for the ye ‘ar 1537. ‘ ; 

Mr. Ca mbreleng, under the direction of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a series of 
amendmer tts making appropriations for certain items 
an the ordi iance department, &c. which were agreed 
ee no other amendment having been offered, 

ill was’ laid aside. j 
ee com nittee refused to take up the bill mak- 
ing ap\propi‘iations for certain fortifications. It 
then rose and reported the army bill to the house, 
when file amendments of the committee of the 
whole sv\ere c oncurred in, and the bill ordered to be 
engrosset for a third reading to-morrow. 

Several! motions were made and rejected, to sus- 
end the .rules with the view of taking up bills not 

order. | Mr. Cambreleng moved that the house 
‘urn, bist withdrew the motion at the request of 


the speaker, who presented several executive com- 
munications—After some other business of minor 
impo.tance had been transacted, the house adjourn- 
ed. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. Mr. Nicholas presented the cre- 
dentials of the honorable Alexander Mouton, sena- 
tor elect from the state of Louisiana, vice Mr. Por- 
ter, resigned. 

Mr. Mouton then appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the petition of the inha- 
bitants of Pottsville, in Pennsylvania, protesting 
against the repeal of the duty on coal. 

Mr. B. said he might take an opportunity to ex- 
press his opinions on the subject, but he disapprov- 
ed of ‘the practice, and he might hereafter have an 
opportunity of giving them if the bill from the com- 
mittee on manufactures should be taken up. It 
might not be so imperative on him to do this as the 
committee on finance had not reported in favor of 
any reduction of this duty. 

After several petitions and resolutions had been 
disposed of, the senate resumed the subject which 
had occupied them to a late hour yesterday. which 
was the -bill to restrict the sale of the public lands 
to actual settlers. Yesterday was occupied in a 
series of amendments, some of which were adopted, 
and others not; an account of all which will appear 
in due time. This day Mr. White (of Tennessee) 
brought forward a substitute for the whole bill, 
(after the enacting clause), containing the three 
leading principles of pre-emption, graduation and 
taxation; which he argued at len It was op- 

osed by Mr. Walker, and warmly advocated by 

r. Sevier; when, about four o’clock, without 
coming to any action thereon, the senate adjourned. 

In the house of representatives. Some time was 
spent in the reception of reports and in the conside- 
ration of bills for the relief of individuals, after 
which Mr. Cambreleng asked the consent of the 
house at this time to take up, on their final passage, 
the two engrossed bills making appropriations for 
the current expenses, &c. of the Indian department, 
and for the support of the army, for the year 1837; 
but after a brief discussion of a point of order, the 
house refused to suspend the rules—yeas 113, nays 
74, not two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house, by ge- 
neral consent, took up, on their final passage, the 
engrossed bills beforementioned. 

he bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year 1837 was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the current 
expenses of the ledinn department, &c. having been 
read a third time, and the question being on its final 
passage— 

Mr. Grennell arose and addressed the house 
against the passage of the bill. He commented at 
length onthe system of removal, the abuses to which 
it was liable, and the abuses which actually existed, 
and contended that every consideration of policy, 
justice, and humanity demanded a change. Mr. 
Alford replied to Mr. G. and defended the measures 
that had been adopted for the removal of the Indians, 
and stated that the Creeks, about whose destitute 
condition so much had been said, were better or 
fully as well clad as any ladies in Washington. Mr. 
Grennell replied to Mr. A. after which the question 
was taken and the bill passed. 

The rule having been suspended, the house took 
up the navy appropriation bill, but before a final de- 
cision was had the house adjourned. 





DEFENCE OF MAJOR GEN. SCOTT. 
Reported for the National Intelligencer. 
MILITARY COURT OF INQUIRY. 
Frederick, (Md.) Jan. 20. 
Present, Major gen. A. Macomps, president. 
Brig. gen. ATKINSON, : ineeotlades 
Brig. gen. Brapy, : 
Capt. S. Cooper, judge advocate. 

The PRESIDENT having announced the court in 
readiness for business, general ScorTT rose, and re- 
quested the reading of three letters directed by him 
to the secretary of war, upon the subject of a court 
of inquiry. After which— 

Gen. Scorr addressed the court as follows: 

Mr. President, and gentlemen of the court: 

When a doge of Genoa, for some imaginary of- 
fence, imputed by Louis XIV, was torn from his 
porous’ and compelled to visit France to debase 

imself before that inflated monarch, he was asked, 
in the palace, what struck him with the greatest 
wonder amid the blaze of magnificence in his view? 
“To find myself here!’? was the reply of the indig- 
nant Lescaro. And so, Mr. President, unable as I 
am, to remember one blunder in my recent opera- 





tions, or a single duty neglected, I may say, that to 


a 
find myself inthe presence of this honorab} 
whilst the army, I but recently commanded 
in pursuit of the enemy, 
astonishment! 
And whence this great and humiliating trans 
It is, sir, by the fiat of one who, from his exalted 
station, and, yet more, from his unequalled Popul 
rity, has never, with his high displeasure, struck, 
functionary of this government—no matter what the 
office of the individual—humble or elevated, we 
was not from the moment, withered in the enen 
confidence of the American people. Yes, sir, it i 
my misfortune to lie under the displeasure of {},, 
most distinguished personage. The president of jh, 
United States has said: Let general Scott be 1 ecalle) 
from the command of the army in the field, and submit 
his conduct in the Seminole and Creek campaigns iy ; 
court for investigation—and lo! | stand here to ying. 
cate that conduct, which must again be judged, i, 
the last resort, by him who first condemned it wit), 
out trial or inquiry. Be itso. I shall not suppj. 
cate this court, nor the authority that has to reyjey 
the “opinion” here to be given. On the contrary, | 
shall proceed at once to challenge your justice 
render me that honorable discharge from all blame 
or censure which the recorded evidence imperiously 
demands. With such discharge before him, and ¢. 
lightened by the same mass of testimony; every wor 
of which speaks loudly in my favor—the justice of 
the “commander-in-chief of the army and navy’ 
cannot hesitate. It must acquiesce; and then, 3. 
though nothing may ever compensate me for th: 
deep mortification I have been recently made to ex. 
perience, 1 may a to regain that portion of the 
public esteem which it was my happiness to enjoy 
on past occasions of deep moment to the power ay; 
glory of these United States of America. 

I. The failure of (my) Florida campaign. 

Permit me here, Mr. President, to offer a prelini- 
nary remark: If by failure the common idea of dis. 
asler, defeat or repulse be understood, then that term 
does great injustice to me and the brave regular 
and volunteers whom I had the honor to commani. 

Sir, we suffered no defeat, check or repulse.— 
The enemy encountered by the several columns ani 
detachments, were, in every instance beaten, dr- 
ven and scattered beyond the reach of possible pu: 
suit; and if we had chosen to imitate, in our re. 

orts, the example of many others engaged in sini- 
ar operations, we might, no doubt, have figured 
much more largely in the public journals. But, in 
every instance, as far as I know or believe, though 
our afiairs were numerous, and not deficient in dav- 
ger and brilliancy, we always declined substituting 
imagination and conjecture for ascertained facts— 
Perhaps, by the discoveries of history, the high re- 
putations gained, before and since, by the arts allud- 
ed to, may, in time, be brought down to the hun- 
ble level of myself and companions. 

It is true, sir, that we did not succeed in sending 
off the great body of the Seminoles to the west of the 
Mississippi. In this object, ardently desired by all 
there was certainly a failure, and the same thing 
may be said of the summer and autumn campaigi 
which followed, although the commander or con: 
manders—for it seems there were two, governor Call 
and general Jesup—had the benefit of the knowledge 
of the country and the enemy, acquired by previovs 
operations; the benefit of the roads recently openet; 
the plans which had been essayed and suggeste(; 
longer time for preparation and operation; an aux: 
iliary Indian force, which was denied me, and, above 
all, the power of inviting the enemy to surrender, 
and of holding negotiations. 

With this great power, Mr. President, I was nc 
armed. My instructions were to reduce the enemy 0 
UNCONDITIONAL submission; to hold no parley, 1 
negotiation—not even to say, as the price of surrel- 
der, that kind treatment might be expected, much less 
that the beneficial stipulations in the last treaty ™ 
favor of those Indians should be carried into exec 
tion by the United States; because, sir, any such @- 
surance, on my part, would have been a condilion. 

Have my successors in Florida the “diplomatic 
faculty that was withheld from me? If the letter 
writers in the newspapers are to be believed, the! 
faculty has been either expressly conferred, or usu!p- 
ed with impunity. It would seem that wheedlit< 
messages have been sent to the enemy by eV¢'y 
body, from the two commanders down to a captall. 
Still, no great result has been obtained, and now 
another or winter campaign has been for some tim 
on foot; the sole director of which, besides all be 
advantages over me which have just been enumera 
ed, has had, from the beginning, the further pro 
pect of ending the war by the failure of the enemy ° 
ammunition, and the known want of long perseve™ 
ance on the part of all Indians. id 

But notwithstanding all those advantages it wou 
seem that, up to the last dates, not a Seminole hat 
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fills me with equal grief 5,4 3 








been sent out of Florida since I caused four hundreé 


= Mm. | 











to be shi 
were call 
for the a 
and somg 
would lo 
pody of t 
But to 
rangeme 
der. — 
Being 
duties, I 
of war. 


















and ans 
struction: 
All the | 
and gene 
month, a 


 peceived. 





cag pS 8 A 
lee tae Pee SRT RS Aya Aes RE OT OR ET 


hazards « 
me, and ‘ 
evitably 
that time 
in the ju 
depende! 
the ener 
cumstan 
solicit to 
I was nc 
any app! 
| of ¢ 
left Wa 
withstar 
lost twe 
dressing 
rolina 0 
the 30th 
At thi 
importa’ 
are mos 
troops a 
Georgia 
rida, to. 
&e. bes 
United 
On tt 
out for 
governo 
onthe s 
ed prec 
Ireturn 
Here 
lating, 
troops, 
paign, 
there s¢ 
be near 
to mort 
on the | 
At tl 
about | 
the ene 
any pr 
from 8; 
ments 
of Aug 
Bones, 
cluded 
did not 
Gen. 
Carolir 
teers, | 
at St. J 
compa 
called 
and B 
zeal a 
Wit 
few ec 
tranqu 
tween 
and ot 
ed. J 
The 
Coope 
it at P 
Bankt 
It y 
maine 
enoug 
. car 
roops 
ed oe 
emba 
days. 
The 
Clinet 
New | 
lan o 
etter 
force 
































NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—FEB. 4, 18837—DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 361 
~ ee —— a. i. dP aly : Pace al eda 
ut L& to be shipped from Tampa Bay. These, it is true, ; Orleans, and to this letter there is a postscript, by | mock that two of them had reachei Florida in Fe- 
still i. were called friendly Indians; yet, if it had not been| gov. Eaton, saying that a battalion of 250 Floridians | bruary, six about the 11th of March, and two got to 
er for the awe inspired by the presence of the army, would sail in twodays from St. Mark’s, forthe same | Savannah about the 4th of May. 

i porate. little decision on my part, this detachment destination. To prevent too great aconcentration| As early as the 26th of February, I had, however, 
‘op [aR cnould long ere this have been merged in the great| of troops at Tampa, I instantly, by express, desired | requested gen. Clinch to send down all the means 
ted hody of the nation. ‘ov. Schley to keep at home the second battalion of| of land transportation he could command. The 
th. But to take up my personal movements, my ar-| Georgia foot that was about to proceed by the Chat- | train sent arrived at the point opposite to Picolata 
ck s rangement, and operations in the ebronological or- tahoochee, Appalachicola, and the gulf to that| the second of March, was loaded with about 16,000 
the om oint. Fortunately my letter reached his excellency | rations, and other essential supplies, and despatch- 
an Being in Washington in January, 1836, on other just in time toprevent the movement. That batta- | ed for Fort Drane the 6th. ‘The delay in this ope- 
end duties, { was on the 20th sent for by the secreta lion was discharged; and but that it was too late, Ij ration was caused by the width of the river, and the 
it of war. 1 found him in his office at 4 o’clock, P. should have taken a similar step in respect to the violence of a long storm, which rendered it hazard- 
tht fo) M. I was asked when I[ could set out for Florida, Alabama regiment, which col. Lindsay had received | ous, and, a part of the time, impracticable, to pass 
fthe | |. and atiswered, that night. I was told that my in-| my instructions to raise and conduct to Tampa. over the supplies to the wagons. The train was 
le structions could not be got ready for me so early.—| To show the apprehensions which gen. Gaines’ slightly augmented by wagons and horses which 
bmi All the letters (four in number) from gov. Eaton | letter excited in me at the time, and the temper in| had arrived principally from Charleston, via St. Au- 
be and general Call, dated the 8th and 9th of the same which I spoke of his movement, I beg leave, Mr. | gustine. 
nd. month, and now in evidence, had, I think, been just | President, toembody an extract of my letter to gen.} As a proof of the extreme tempestuousness of the 
ii, received. I foresaw at once all the difficulties and Clinch, dated the 25th of February: weather, major Gates, with a battalion of three com- 
vith. hazards of the service which was thus assigned to} “The movement from New Orleans, although | panies of regulars, was, at this time, more than 
pli JE me, and an immense pecuniary loss that I should in- highly worthy of praise, under the circumstances, | eight days in coming from Savannah to Picolata, in 
i evitably sustain if not in New York in a week from [t le massacre of Dade’s detachment, and general} a good steamer, which ordinarily made the trip in 
yl that time. I had, moreover, the highest confidence | Gaines’ necessary ignorance of the measures of go- less than three days. 
€ to in the judgment and abilities of general Clinch, in- | vernment], may, if it should lead toa premature} A company (Kenan’s) of Georgia mounted men 
ame dependent of his better knowledge of Florida and of advance from Tampa, be productive of a result the | arrived opposite to Picolata the 26th of February. 
usly the enemy to be combatted. I mention these cir-| most unfavorable. If the advance, for example, With this company I had intended to march imme- 
wi cumstances, Mr. President, to show that I did not} should fail to crush the enemy, and terminate the} diately to Fort Drane; but, with the exception of 
word solicit to be sent to supersede that excellent officer. | war—and, without mounted men, [ suppose such re- | Its allant captain, 2d lieutenant Huson, and (I 
“e of I was not, however, as a soldier, at liberty to decline | sult can scarcely be hoped for—the enemy may be| think) nineteen men, it refused to be mustered into 
vy" any appropriate duty that might be required of me, | scattered and put upon his retreat to the south east. | the service of the United States, and returned home. 
a: IE and, of course, did not decline this. Accordingly, I | To follow him, in such retreat, might be almost im- Four other companies of the first battalion of Geor- 
‘the [eo left Washington in the night of the 21st, and, not- practicable, and to prevent the escape in that direc- | gia horse arrived about a week later. One of 
sex. IE withstanding an accident on a rail road, by which [| tion, col. Lindsay has my instructions in detail.” them, (Allen’s) with the exception of two or three 
“th [lost twenty-four hours, this court will find me ad-| The court has seen, Mr. President, how soon | privates, followed the example of Kenan’s compa- 
njor dressing a requisition to the governor of South Ca- those prophetic apprehensions were accomplished!|ny. Douglass’, Malone’s and Sweeney’s, from the 
an rolina on the 29th from Columbia, and at Augusta} Of course, I had not the time to communicate with | first, showed betterdispositions. These only I was 
the 30th. gen. Gaines and col. Lindsay, to whom my instruc- enabled to see, having at the hazard of life, crossed 
et At this place my occupations were numerous and tions had been addressed, arrived at Tampa after the river in the storm for that purpose; when, after 
imi. | +‘ important, as my letter book, the contents of which | the advance of that general. a short harangue, every man came under the rules 
* dis. 2 are mostly in evidence, will show: requisitions for; The very next day, after the above was written, | and articles of war with loud cheers. The well 
tern he troops addressed to the governors of South Carolina, | and whilst I was in the act of reporting to the adju- disposed men, both of Kenan’s and Allen’s, gene- 
ulars 4 Georgia and Alabama; letters to the governor of Flo-| tant general, for the information of government, | rally joined those companies which entered the ser- 
‘and s rida, to generals Eustis and Bull, col. Lindsay, &c. | among other difficulties, the means I was devising vice, and it is due to the disaffected of Kenan’s to 
3 [| + &c. besides horses and wagons purchased for the | for sending further supplies to Fort Drane, I receiv- | say that, having seen their error, every man, I be- 
sani [United States cavalry and the general baggage train. ed from gen. Clinch a letter enclosing one from ge- | lieve, nobly served in the subsequent campaign 
ix. @ On the 2d of February, it has been seen that I gat| neral Gaines, showing that the latter was actually at| (against the Creeks) under captain Gaither. It is 
pur: ~ out for Milledgeville, in order to confer with the| Fort King on the 22d, where he arrived without probable that many of Allen’s men did the same, 
rte | governor of Georgia, according to my instructions, | subsistence, and instantly, as Clinch reported in his The 2d of March, I received, through general 
sini | onthe subject of the Creek Indians. “Having adopt-| letter, called for “nearly all the provisions at Fort| Clinch, general Gaines’ letter to him, dated the 29th 
ured | | ed precautionary measures in relation to the latter, Drane, intending, with that supply, to return to} of February, and not another word did I hear of the 
it,in B  Ireturned to Augusta, and reached Savannah the 9th. | Tampa, across the Wythlacoochee, near the battle troops with the latter general till the 9th of March. 
ough [ — Here, again, I was incessantly occupied in regu-| ground of the 31st December! I shall, in the se- During this interval—nay, from his arrival at Fort 
dao. / ‘lating, by correspondence, the movements of the quel, notice the evidence which shows that general | King, the state of my mind, or generally my em- 
ating Fe treops, and making other arrangements for the cam- Gaines knew at Pensacola that I had been ordered | barrassments may be inferred from the efforts to 
t\— [| —spaign, till the 20th, and might have been usefully | to Florida, and that he learned of gen. Clinch, be- hasten the train loaded with subsistence, and from 
hre- J _—i there so engaged for a week longer; but wishing to | fore leaving Fort King, that I was soon expected, | my orders and correspondence, which are in evi- 
llu: JE —«rbe nearer to generals Clinch and Eustis, with a view} and with large reinforcements. dence, on the subject of gen. Gaines’ movement. 
jun: [| to more rapid communications, I reached Picolata| Before the receipt of those despatches, I knew The 26th of February, I wrote to gen. Clinch— 
© onthe 22d of February. that there were, at Fort Drane, about 20,000 rations | ‘I have heard with equal astonishment and regret 
dine oe At this time gen. Clinch was at Fort Drane, with| for men, and expecting to send thither and to Fort| that major general Gaines, without reference to m 
)f the about 500 regulars and volunteers, unmolested by | King, ina few days, by wagons and boats, (through | movements, perhaps in ignorance, possibly in defi- 
yall, the enemy, but not in strength to take the field with the Ochlawaha), two or three times as many ra- | ance of them, should have made a premature move- 
thing any prospect of advantage. I had written to him| tions, I had, on the 24th, put major Cooper’s bat- | ment from Tampa Bay, and, having arrived within 
vaizn from Savannah, and he knew of the heavy reinforce- | talion of Georgia foot in march to join gen. Clinch, | twenty miles of Fort Drane, should have called for 
ima ments which were approaching. Two companies | intending to follow with the first company of mount- | nearly three-fourths of the subsistence in deposite 
Call of Augusta volunteers, under captains Robinson andj ed men that might arrive, and one was then daily| at that place, and on which I had relied for the 
ledge Bones, had already reached Fort Drane, and are in-| expected. Those means of land and water trans-| movement of the right wing, in concert with the 
rious cluded in the above force. These two companies eahampy however, not being as yet at hand, all| other parts of the army.” 
ned: did not, strictly, make part of the Georgia quota. ope of early operations was now frustrated, and I ° 4 " . . ¥ 
sted: Gen. Eustis, col. Brisbane’s regiment of South| was obliged to recal major Cooper’s battalion, then “To remedy this unexpected embarrassment, I 
al: Carolina foot, and a company of Columbia volun- | distant two days’ march over a wretched road, as it} send you two copies of orders No 4, one of which 
bore teers, under captain Elmore, all arrived, by water, | was easy to subsist the battalion on the St. Johns, | you will despatch to the commander of the detach- 
nder, at St. Augustine about the 15th. This independent | and infinitely difficult to do so at Fort Drane. ment from Fort Brooke, (Tampa Bay) whoever he 
company (Elmore’s) was over and above the quota| The same embarrassment (the arrival of the a om may be with all speed, and limit the subsistence 
g not called for from South Carolina; but, like Robinson’s | at Fort King from Tampa) caused me to issue the | called for from Fort Drane according to the inten- 
my fo and Bones’, it went through the campaign with| order No. 4, and to write the letters of February 26, | tion of those orders.” — , * * 
y, no zeal and distinction. and March Ist to gen. Clinch. He, however, had} ‘Major general Gaines, I presume, will have 
rren- With the volunteers under his command, and a| no means of sending either of those papers to gen. | heard of the order which ought to take him to the 
) Jess few companies of regulars, gen. Eustis soon gave Gaines, who, I think, had marched from Fort King, | Mexican frontier; if he should prefer to remain, he 
ty in tranquillity and confidence to all the inhabitants be- | (twenty miles from Fort Drane) on the 25th of Fe- | must obey my orders.” 
cecil: tween the Atlantic and St. John’s, whose dwellings | bruary. March 2d, I learned with great distress| Order No.4 (of the same date) directs that gene- 
h as- and other fixtures had not been previously destroy- | that the Ochlawaha could not be used for transport- ral Gaines’ detachment should remain at Fort King 
ition. ed. No devastation was committed after his arrival. | ing supplies. until further orders; that current subsistence onl 
atic” The first battalion of Georgia foot, under major} From a few months’ disuse, this narrow, crooked, | should be issued to the detachment; directs that the 
stter- Cooper, had also preceded me a few days. I found] and shoaly river had become obstructed by fallen peculiar boats, believed to be at Payne’s Landing, 
that it at Picolata, with a company of regulars, and col.| timber, and the Indians had, at Payne’s landing, should be sent to Picolata, (or to meet a steamer at 
urp- Bankhead in the command of both. near Fort King, destroyed the peculiar boats ex- | the mouth of the Ochlawaha, ) toreceive subsistence; 
dling It was my intention, Mr. President, to have re-| pressly constructed for that navigation. We were| if the boats could not be sent, the troops were to 
very mained but a few days at Picolata, merely long| now reduced to the necessity of using only land| march without delay, to Volusia, on the St. John’s 
tain. enough to organize the service, to give a fixed plan | transportation for about seventy tons of supplies, and | whither 20,000 rations were about to go up in a 
now of campaign, and, on the arrival of some additional | over bad roads, and I had not ordered all the wa- | steamer; and the detachment was enjoined not to at- 
time troops, wagons, horses and arms, to have commenc-| gons and horses which I should have required, but| tempt any offensive movement, except so far as 
1 the ed operations. The court has seen, in part, what eT a reliance, to some extent, on that river. might be necessary to carry into execution those 
erat: embarrassments kept me there no less than fifteen} A summary of my embarrassments in respect to| my orders. 
ros days. the means of transportation, the court will findin} March Ist, I again wrote to general Clinch: “I 
ny’s The 22d of February I received, through general | the fifth paragraph of my letter to the adjutant ge- regret in every point of view, the premature and 
yer’ Clinch, the letter to him from gen. Gaines, dated at} neral, dated March 9th. Of the ten or fifteen wa- unauthorised movement from Tampa Bay, by that 
| New Orleans the 2d of the same month, proposing aj gons therein mentioned, and which I learned, offi- | general, [Gaines], and the very awkward and re- 
ould pre of co-operation between the two generals; which] cially, at Savannah, were ordered to be ae sponsible position he has placed himself in by hig 
had etter confirmed the previous rumor, that a large| from Baltimore, by the quartermaster general, in| subsequent march from Fort King.” “ * * «in 
red. force was to be expected at Tampa Bay from New} January, it seems by the deposition of capt. Dim- | any event, the responsibility of his movement, 9, 
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actual position, is his own; for he must have known 
as early as the 10th ultimo, if not before, that I 
had been charged with the general direction of the 
war in Florida, and that, by interfering, he consti- 
tuted himselfan interloper. Even if you had suffi- 
cient stores and means of transportation, I should 
command you to send no subsistence to him, unless 
to prevent starvation; but you have neither. Let 
him, therefore, in time extricate himself from the 
embarrassment he has placed himself in by march- 
ing upon Volusia, where 1 have no reason to doubt 
that 20,000 rations, sent hence, on the 27th ultimo, 
have safely arrived. As he appears to have his re- 
treat open to him, or, in no peril, to prevent his tak- 
ing that step, you, of course, will make no detach- 
ment to join him.” 

This letter is an answer to one received by ex- 
press and which enclosed general Gaines’ commu- 
picaen to general Clinch, dated the 28th of Fe- 

ruary. 

In third letter, that I caused to be addressed to 
general Clinch, March 2d, he was told: “If major 

eneral Gaines should fall back upon Fort King, or 

rane, itis presumed that he will proceed to execute 
the orders of the government, which will carry him 
to another quarter. In that event, you will be the 
senior officer, and I am instructed by major general 
Scott to say that you are at liberty to detain the 
troops from Fort coke (Tampa) at either of the 
forts mentioned—Drane and King. Subsistence will 
reach you in five or six days.” 

A fourth letter on this subject, in 
dressed by me to gen. Clinch, dated 
which it is said: 

“I still presume that major general Gaines will 
be obliged to fall back upon Fort Drane, which in- 
creases my anxiety to send the wagons, with some 
additions, loaded. I would prefer, much, that the 
force brought with him were back at Tampa Bay, 
or, rather, that it had not marched from that place; 
provided that the movement fails to crush the ene- 
my or to terminate the war. The worst result, next 
to the loss of that fine body of men, or a third of it, 
would be the mere success of driving the enemy in- 
to the lower country, where, I suppose, it would be 
almost impossible for us to follow; I mean, below 
the waters of Charlotte harbor. Hence my indig- 
nation that an isolated attack should have been 
made, from your vicinity, well calculated to pro- 
duce that result, and at a time when you knew, and 
major general Gaines must have known, through 
you, (and before), that my plan, with — means, 
was to move simultaneously upon the Wythiacoo- 
chee, in three columns—from Tampa Bay, the up- 
per crossing on the Ochlawaha, and Fort Drane; so 
as to make it impossible for the enemy to eseape 
into the lower country.” 

“JT have not yet supposed that maj. general Gaines 
has not his retreat, upon Fort Drane or King, per- 
fectly in his power. On account of subsistence, if 
he can cut his way through the enemy of Tampa 
Bay, I much prefer that his force were there; and 
when I wished him to march, or send that force to 
Volusia, it was because it could be infinitely more 
easily subsisted there than at Fort Drane. Should 
he, however, be in any difficulty in operating a retreat 
from the Wythlacoochee, I certainly wish you to afford 
‘him any succor that the slender means within your 
reach may allow; and this, doubtless, you would ren- 
der without any special permission to that effect. If 
the force return to Fort Drane or King, it must be 
subsisted for at least five or six days upon means 
derived from this place, [Picolata], whence I now 
prefer that it should become a part of the right wing, 
[your command], rather than take that quantity of 
subsistence, [from you], and march back to Tampa 
Bay.” 

And, finally, I caused a fifth letter to be written 
to gen. Clinch, March 6, in which will be found 
this paragraph: 

‘Major general Scott is exceedingly anxious to 
hear the result of the operations on the Wythlacoo- 
chee. The last tateliioeaes from that quarter 
(through you) was only to the 29th ult.” 

My reports on the same subject, addressed to the 
adjutant general for the information of government, 
dated at Picolata, the 26th and 28th of February, 
March the 2d and 6th, are to the same effect, all 
showing the embarrassments and delay which the 
isolated movement from Tampa upon Fort King 
and the Wythlacoochee caused in my plan of com- 
bined operations. 

In the notes of the 28th of February, after reca- 
pitulating many of the facts already brought into 
view, among them the arrival of gen. Gaines at 
Fort King with 1,140 men, without bringing more 
rations than sufficed for his march, although he 
came from Tampa, where the amount of subsist- 
ence was great, after noticing his having drawn 
from Fort Drane nearly all the food for men colleet- 


art, was ad- 
arch 4th, in 


cort the day following. 


to transport that subsistence to him at Fort King, 
and which train, in the whole, had been required at 
Picolata to take further supplies to Fort Drane, the 
point the most difficult to supply in or about the 
whole theatre of operations, I add: 
“It will be seen from the foregoing, that, to re- 
establish my plan of campaign, viz: to move simul- 
taneously from Fort Drane, (or Fort King), from 
Volusia and Tampa, say about the 8th of March, 
the great difficulty will be to send supplies for the 
right wing, [Clinch’s command], and the bad road 
from Picolata to Fort Drane, 65 miles, has, by a 
heavy rain, which has now been falling 46 hours, 
been rendered infinitely worse.” 
In the report of the 2d of March to the adjutant 
general, I said: 
“By reference to the map, it will be seen that, 
even if major general Gaines could succéed in driv- 
ing the enemy from the Wythlacoochee, there is no 
force to prevent the retreat below Charlotte harbor, 
or to any point in the lower [part of the] Peninsu- 
la. A small guard only was left [by him] at Tam- 
pa; col. Lindsay will not be in Pn in time, 
and gen. Eustis cannot cross the Ochlawaha earlier 
than the 13th or 15th instant. The retreat, it will 
be seen, is therefore open to the Indians. In this 
oint of view then, it would be better for the pub- 
ic interests that the Indians should drive general 
Gaines, than that he should drive them. The war, 
in fact, would be forwarded by his being forced 
back upon forts Drane and King. In truth, accord- 
ing to his own showing, he ought to have fallen 
back on the evening of the 28th, or the morning of 
the 29th [of February]. The lives which he has 
lost have promoted no end. He must, I think, still 
fall bac}:, and I wish to heaven that it may be with- 
out further loss. Brig. gen. Clinch, from his pre- 
sent want of wagons, can send him no efficient aid, 
and the wagons cannot be back [from Picolata] in 
four or five days. If the force with major general 
Gaines were now back at Tampa Bay, it would be 
in its true position; but he cannot retreat thither, 
for it will be seen by his letters [enclosed] that he 
has not the means of passing the river [ Wythlacoo- 
chee]. He found the enemy where all my arrange- 
ments presumed the enemy would be found, and in 
the position the most favorable to us.” 
And on the 6th of March, 1 again write to the ad- 
jutant general, on the same subject, thus: 
*‘No intelligence has been received of the move- 
ments of maj. gen. Gaines, of a later date than his 
letter of the 29th ultimo, a copy of which has been 
forwarded. He cannot, therefore, have marched 
upon either Fort Drane or King, or have fallen back 
upon Volusia. In either case, I should, doubtless, 
have received a further report of him from brig. 
gen. Clinch. It may then be hoped that he has 
beaten the enemy, or at least have succeeded in ef- 
fecting his return to Tampa Bay. In this state of 
doubt and anxiety, I know not how long I may 
have toremain. Yetit is important that I should 
speedily learn what has become of his column; and 
particularly whether the position and number of the 
enemy have been materially changed by its opera- 
tions. 
“I send no more troops for the present to Fort 
Drane, on account of the difficulty of subsisting 
them there. If maj. gen. Gaines shall not fall back 
on that point, it will be indispensable to wait for 
captain Wharton, [with his company of United 
States dragoons]. In the mean time it is easy to 
subsist the forces here and at Gary’s Ferry.” 
The 9th of March I reported to Washington as 
follows: ‘‘I have just set out for Fort Drane via 
Gary’s Ferry, on Black creek, [justestablished as an 
army depot] with two companies of regulars, [foot], 
and intending to take with me from the latter place 
the small battalion of mounted Georgians (hereto- 
fore mentioned) under the command of maj. Doug- 
lass. Lieutenant colonel Bankhead is at the head 
of the first detachment, and the two together may 
make a total of about 240. But even this smail 
foree may be important to rescue maj. gen. Gaines. 
I had not received the slightest information of the 
operations on the Wythlacoochee (official or other- 
wise) of a later date than the 29th ultimo, up to this 
morning, and had concluded that he had effected 
his march with more or less success against the 
enemy upon Tampa Bay, when at daylight, the 
steamer that I am now in arrived, and brought the 
rumor, which is confirmed by the two accompany- 
ing notes from paymaster Lytle, received about six 
hours afterwards. On the reception of the rumor I 
immediately commenced preparations for this move- 
ment; but being delayed by the necessity of unlad- 
ing and relading the boat, I am now at anchor at 
the mouth of Black creek. I hope to put the troops 
in march from Gary’s Ferry early in the day of to- 
morrow, and to reach Fort Drane with a small es- 
It is possible that even 





ed there, together with the baggage train necessary 


these little detachments of horse and foot may reach 


—————. 
the Wythlacoochee in time to render a valuable se, 
Vice.” ‘ 

The parts of major Lytle’s notes relative to 4; 
subject are: on the Sth of March he writes ty oe 
“I have been directed by general Clinch to infor, 
you that your communication of yesterday’s dat, 
reachéd him at this place [Fort Drane] afte; he 
had mounted his horse and was on the move with 
the forces under his command, to escort supplies {, 
general Gaines.” * * * * “Colonel Gadsdey 
arrived here from Tallahassee on the 4th, (yeste;. 
day), and accompanied general Clinch this mornjy, 
to the Wythlacoochee.” And major Lytle says 
“on the 8th, by direction of siiacl Clinch I open, 
ed your communications of the 6th instant, which 
arrived late last night in advance of the wagon 
[from Picolata, loaded with subsistence, &c.] Yo, 
will perceive by the letter of the 5th, that genera) 
Clinch, with all the forces at his post, and one hup. 
dred mounted men from the vicinity, had left fo, 
the Wythlacoochee to escort a small supply of eat. 
tle, ammunition, &c. to general Gaines, having te. 
ceived the night before a third express from that 
officer. No word has been received from either of 
those generals since the 5th.” * 2: oom 
“N.B. The amount of general Gaines’ last express 
to general Clinch, dated the 3d instant, was merely 
copies of his previous letters, with a note statins 
that the Indians were still around him, but little o; 
no fighting had taken place since his last commu- 
nication;” that, it is presumed, of the 29th of Fe. 
bruary. 

I beg the court to observe that those two notes of 
major Lytle, as has been shown in evidence reach- 
ed me “at the same moment” at Picolata, about me. 
ridian, on the 9th of March. 

I shall proceed to give further extracts from my 
report to the adjutant general of the same date, 
(March 9th). 

“Tam aware that the movements I am making 
may be condemned, if regarded in any other light 
than a rescue, as premature. In war, one false 
step drags after it many others. General G. made 
an isolated and unprovided movement. He arrived 
at the Wythlacoochee without boats, and without 
tools to construct them; without the means of trans- 
porting wounded men, and with limited subsistence. 
General C. was soon obliged to march to succor 
him, and I followed, under the impression that I 
might have to rescue both. Colonel Goodwin’s 
mounted regiment [of South Carolinians] only ar- 
rived at St. Augustine last night, (or this morn- 
ing), and consequently the left wing [general Eus- 
tis’ command] cannot be in force on the Ochlawa- 
ha, in the direction of Pelaklekaha, earlier than the 
17th, or up with the enemy before the 20th instant. 
Colonel Lindsay, who may already have arrived at 
pee oy Bay, cannot operate more than two days 
march from that place, from the want of the means 
of transportation—major general Gaines having 
taken away the horses which were there; and the 
basis of the right wing [Clinch’s command] is 
merged in the force brought by that general 
[Gaines] into the field, and must participate in his 
success or failure. Ifit falls back with him on Fort 
Drane, it must suffer great loss, and if it follow him 
to Tampa Bay, it [the basis of the right wing] 
will be wholly out of position. 

“In this, and even in a greater state of uncer- 
tainty, I have been held since the 26th ultimo.— 
The day after, I ordered back major Cooper’s bat- 
talion of Georgia foot, to prevent starvation at Fort 
Drane; and though daily, from that time, in the 
expectation of receiving from Savannah horses and 
serviceable wagons, not one has arrived. The 
quantity of subsistence that will be at Fort Drane, 
say to-morrow, will only be that sent from Picolata 
on the 6th instant, viz: 17,497 rations of bread and 
flour; 11,000 rations of pork, (with beef-cattle in 
the neighborhood), 8,000 rations of beans, some 
coffee, vinegar, &c. &c. and the troops now about 
to proceed sooo me] perhaps as far as the Wythla- 
coochee will not have the means of taking with 
them rations for more than six days [extra]. 

“T beg leave to recapitulate the causes of my 
great deficiency in means of transportation: 1. The 
wagons and horses which I knew brigadier general 
Clinch to possess early in February have been 
more broken down by hard service and bad roads 
than I had expected to find them. 2. I had, upon 
what was considered in Georgia, and even at Pico- 
lata, the best information, confidently relied upon 
the use of the Ochlawaha, as late as the 2d instant. 
3. No bacon has arrived, and the difference be- 
tween it and pork, including wood and brine, 1s 
fifty per centum against the latter. 4. The [two] 
horse wagons purchased at Charleston and Augus- 
ta, by assistant quartermasters L’Engle and Peyton, 
are generally poor, and many of them unservice- 
able. 65. The six or ten wagons actually reported 





to have been shipped at Baltimore, in, I think, the 
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Arctic, with major Gates, were all left behind. 6. 
Of the 19,000 rations, known to be at Fort Drane 
about the 25th witimo, nearly the whole have been 
drawn by a force not expected by government or 
myself to appear in that quarter; and 7. Not a 
horse for the baggage train, left by me at Savannah, 
or which I have since ordered to be purchased by 
assistant quartermaster Dimmock, has arrived in 
Florida.” * * * * * * + 

«“Jnstructions have been left behind me to send 
forward rations, should the means of transportation 
arrive in time and the troops already in the neigh- 
porhood of Picolata—major Cooper’s and the re- 
maining company of major Gates’ battalion. I 
have also desired brigadier general Eustis to order 
to Fort Drane two companies of colonel Goodwin’s 
regiment, and a further order will go back in this 
boat to lieutenant Dimmock, on the subject of 
horses and wagons. 

«Some rifles and the tents arrived this moraine 
at Picolata; but colonel Goodwin’s regiment ha 
marched, through six or eight storms, without 
cover, and now all companies in march are to be 
reduced to three tents each.” 

The following is the postscript to the foregoing 
report: 

S Pleaie remark that, in his letter to brigadier 
veneral Clinch, dated at New Orleans, the 2d wltt- 
mo, major general Gaines speaks of ‘an efficient 
co-operation ;’ promises to be ‘in readiness,’ at Tam- 
pa Bay, by the 8th of the present month, (Februa- 
ry) to form a junction at or near that place, with 
your (Clinch’s) command, whenever, and as soon 
as, in your judgment, your force shall be sufficient 
to justifv the movement, and concluded by saying 
—‘A sufficient quantity of ammunition and provi- 
sions has been transported to Fort Brooke [Tampa] 
to divide with you, until further supplies are re- 
ceived. Yet he did not wait till the brigadier gave 
notice that he was ‘in force;’ came to Fort ing, 
and swept nearly the whole of the subsistence col- 
lected at Fort Drane. A copy of that letter is in 
your [the adjutant general’s] office, and I now en- 
close one from governor Eaton, from which it will 
appear that major general Gaines knew, at Tampa 
Bay, about the i4th ultimo, that I had been charged 
with the direction of this war. He first heard this 
at Pensacola, and received governor Eaton’s de- 
spatch at Tampa, as I can establish. Hence his 
haste and neglect of the assurances given to briga- 
dier general Clinch, his isolated attack,” &c. 

Mr. President—I am not, nor desire to be, the 
prosecutor or accuser of major general Gaines, 
either before this or any other court; nor before 
the public. In respect to the latter tribunal, I have 
not published, nor caused to be published, a word 
against any human being whatever, or even a word 
in self-defence, since, at the latest, I was ordered 
to Florida, unless, indeed, two simple notes of ex- 
planation may be regarded as exceptions; the first 
in May last, on the subject of a term hastily, and, 
I may say, accidentally, applied by me in an official 
report to the volunteers I then had the honor to 
command; and the second, written for publication 
a few days past, repudiating certain language which 
I saw myself reported as having applied, before 
this court, to a high political functionary. If many 
of my official reports, written in the field, and 
transmitted for the information of government, have, 
at Washington, been printed in whole, or in part, 
the act was done, in every instance, without my 
knowledge, or the expression of the slightest wish 
to that effect. The officers of my staff, sir, so far 
as I know or have seen, have been equally silent. 

And what outrages have I not suffered from the 
publications of others during this period of silence? 
I shall speak in tis place only of aed cr 
Gaines. I complain not that he and his staff should 
occasionally fill up a column or two of the news- 
papers in praise of the hero of Camp Izard. But 
what right or justice was there in the outbreaks 
against me on the part of that chief, on the Wyth- 
lacoochee, at Tallahassee, Mobile, and I know not 
at how many other places? All these effusions of 
spleen, whether in the’ form of orders, speeches or 
letters, have been carefully obtruded on the public. 
I have heard of many of those melancholy exhibi- 
tions, but have only read one—the order of the 9th 
of March, turning over the immediate command of 
the troops on the Wythlacoochee to brigadier gene- 
ral Clinch. It is, without any immediate agency 
of mine, in evidence before this court. In that pa- 
per I am very facetiously denominated “the officer 
charged with the diplomatic arrangements of the 
war department,” approaching, as it is obliquely 
intimated, only to receive the formal surrender of 
that enemy whom he had, without a sortie, most 
strangely, but happily, conquered or subdued! 

It has been seen, Mr. President, in every form, 
that this was a slight misapprehension, to which the 





litary or diplomatic blunder of mine was necessary 
to resuscitate a war that had not then, nor has yet 
been terminated. It would be superfluous to 
note the evidence. It abounds on the records of 
is court, and, what is worse, it yet abounds in 
unhappy Florida. 

The judge advocate has read in evidence, fur- 
nished for this purpose by the war department, the 
official reports written by me at the time, for the 
information of government, in several of which 
major general Gaines’ movements are mentioned. 
Those particular reports, in common with the 
others, it was my right and duty to make, being 
charged, at the time, by seniority of commission 
and special assignment, with the chief direction of 
the war against the Seminole Indians. Several 
passages of that part of the testimony have already 

een embodied in this summary, to show how far [ 
was, in my plans and operations, hindered, crip- 

led or defeated by the movements of that general. 
ithout departing from the strict line of defence 
that I have prescribed to myself, and which, no 
doubt, this court would otherwise have imposed, it 
remains for me to show that major general Gaines, 
in his operations in Florida, so far as they embar- 
rassed mine, constituted himself an intruder; that 
is, that he came into the field in his own wrong. 

It has been seen Mr. President, in what terms of 
praive (in my letter to general Clinch of the 25th of 

ebruary), 1 bore my humble testimeny to general 
Gaines’ movement from New Orleans, provided, 
that in violation of his express assurance previously 
given to Clinch, that he would wait for a junction 
with him at or near Tampa, it did not lead to a pre- 
mature advance into the interior. But I then did 


McCall’s letter, republished in the Army and Navy 
Chronicle, (**whole No. 84”) which has been verifi- 
ed, and is now in evidence. 

Captain McCall was at the time with general 
Gaines, and his acting assistant adjutant general. He 
says in his letter, that ‘‘on the route, and within two 
days’ march (by steam) of the Indian borders, he 
(general Gaines) received a notification that general 
Scott had been ordered to repair from the city of 
Washington to Florida, and to take command of the 
troops operating against the Indians in that quar- 
ter.” At the same time, he [general Gaines] was 
informed that ‘the state of affairs west of the Mis- 
sissippi might soon require his attention, if not his 
presence, in that quarter,” and he was directed to 
‘‘await further orders in the city of New Orleans.” 

The point “at twodays march by steam,” from 
Tampa Bay, was evidently Pensacola, where, we 
know by governor Eaton’s letter, above noticed 
[incidentally] that general Gaines touched, on his 
way from New Orleans to Tampa Bay. But the 
captain argues in the same letter, and, no doubt af- 
ter general Gaines, that, had the latter, “obeyed the 
order [received at Pensacola] and by so doing left 
general Clinch in expectation of a promised co-ope- 
ration, to extricate himself as he could from any 
difficulty into which the failure on the part of gen. 
Gaines in preconcerted movements might peradven- 
ture have thrown him, [Clinch] it is difficult to say 
whether the historian would have approved or con- 
demned general Gaines.’ But we have seen, and I 
have probably already assigned the true motive, 
that the ‘“‘promised co-operation” and *‘preconcert- 
ed movements” commencing with ‘ta junctton at or 
near” Tampa, was not observed by gen. Gaines. 

The captain’s letter continues—‘‘and, without 
general Gaines, the volunteers [the Louisiana re- 
giment] his principal force, were unwilling to pro- 
ceed; for, before they left New Orleans he had 
nledged himself to accompany them whithersoever 
they went, and to stand by them,” &c. &c. These 
again are evidently general Gaines’ own pretexts 
for his intrusion. 

First. The unwillingness of the Louisiana regi- 
ment to proceed without gen. Gaines to command it. 

Finding at this place captain Thistle, who com- 
manded a company in that corps in Florida, from 
some day in February, to the end of its term of 
service, [ caused him to be interrogated on this 
point. To my third question he answered—*For 
my part, when I was raising the men for my com- 
pany, I did not know there was such a man as gen. 
Gaines in the country. Col. Smith and [lieuten- 
ant] colonel Lawson I understood were to com- 
mand. I speak only in reference to my own com- 
pany, my own officers and men. When at Pensa- 
cola, I never heard any thing of the kind mention- 
ed, nor did I ever hear there that general Gaines 
was about to leave us. When we got acquainted 
with general Gaines the officers and men were well 
pleased with him.” 

‘‘Question 4. Did your regiment, as far as you 
know, obey with equal cheerfulness every officer 
of superior rank, whether of the regulars or volun- 





enemy were by no means a party; and that no mi- 


teers?”’ 


not know the fact so cleverly disclosed in captain } 


“Answer. They did 30. I never heard the least 
murmur, neither among the officers or men, nor 
the first word of dispute. They were always ready 
to obey orders, both with the regulars and volun- 
teers, from all officers placed over them.” 
The same disposition on the part of the regiment 
may be inferred from the letter of its commander, 
colonel Smith, to captain Shannon, dated at Fort 
King, Feb. 25th. In this the writer says: 
“I find it is general Gaines’ intention to go down 
to Tampa Bay by the scene of general Clinch’s 
fight, and then to quit Florida. I would wish you 
to say to gen. Scott that, if he thinks my regiment 
can be of use to his operations, I would rather re- 
main with it in Florida than go back without having 
seen a fight; though to tell the truth, I would rather 
have the fight before the grand army comes up. I 
should like, therefore, before we can be shieiped 
back from Tampa Bay, to be ordered on some ac- 
tive duty by general Scott.” 
(Colonel Smith has been summoned as a witness, 
at my instance, but has not arrived.) 
Who, Mr. President, would infer, from the spirit 
of this excellent letter, that the patriotic Louisiana 
regiment was a body of vassals, who only owed al- 
o eaeets or service to a particular chief? or, rather 
who would not affirm that it continued in the field 
to the last moment, and, in the language of captain 
Thistle, “always ready to obey orders, with regy- 
lars and volunteers, from all officers placed over 
them?” 
(The deposition of Mr. Dyer, the g¢ommissary 
and quartermaster ef the Louisiana regiment strong- 
vy. — what is said under this and the next 
ead.) 
The other pretext, as we learn from captain 
McCall’s letter is—general Gaines had pledged him- 
self to accompany the Louisiana regiment, &c. 
It seems, from captain Thistle’s testimony, that 
the corps was raised, in part, and that arrangements 
were in progress to complete it (no doubt by his 
excellency governor White) as soon as the news of 
the massacre of major Dade had reached New Or- 
leans, and before it was known that general Gaines 
was in that part of the country. Colonel Smith’s 
letter equally excludes the idea of a pledge. He 
speaks of general Gaines’ intention of returning to 
Tampa, and thence embarking for New Orleans, 
and the wish of himself and regiment to remain,— 
The pledge, therefore, seems to have been a mere 
gratuitous flourish, made without any moving eon- 
sideration, without acceptance, and without being 
known or remembered in the regiment. ‘The troops, 
both Mey and volunteers, might very well have 
proceeded from Pensacola to Tampa Bay under 
colonel Smith, who was fully qualified to direct and 
command them. In this way, sir, I show that ge- 
neral Gaines came upon the theatre of operations 
as an intruder, and in his own wrong. 
In my report of March 14th, I said, for the infor- 
mation of government, that “I have every reason 
to hope that the enemy remain nearly in the same 
position as before the isolated and, therefore, false 
movement of major general Gaines.”” An adroit 
and faithful negro spy, the same who had “been 
sent over the river” by general Gaines for a like 
purpose, was again despatched to ascertain the cor- 
rectness of the impression so reported; but this s 
never returned. We afterwards learned that he 
fell under suspicion, and was confined. The im- 
pression, however, was universal in the right wing, 
(with which I marched) up to its passage of the 
Wythlacoochee, as is stated by captain Thruston, 
the very intelligent chief of general Clinch’s staff. 
This witness says: “I did not entertain a doubt 
myself that the enemy was still concentrated about 
the Wythlacoochee, where I believed, and think it 
was the impression of others who had the best op- 
portunities of information, that the women and 
children were there placed by the enemy for secu- 
rity; that they would defend the passage of the 
river with all their force, as they had done when 
threatened by general Gaines,” [and it might have 
been added, when previously approached by gene- 
ral Clinch—Dec. 31st] “I heard no other supposi- 
tion than that there we should be resisted, and that 
there the principal battle would be fought. That 
impression continued with me and others, and I be- 
lieve generally throughout the wing, until our ad- 
vance had landed on the opposite bank. I will 
mention, in support of this opinion, the fact, that 
one of our men (a black wagoner) was cut off by 
a small party of Indians, said to be five, within 
eight miles of Fort Drane, on our first day’s march.” 
According to my report, dated the 12th of April, 
and the testimony of captain Thruston, general 
Clinch’s column, with which I marched to Tampa, 
passed the Wythlacoochee (that stopped general 
Gaines) with but little molestation; that we enter- 
ed and scoured the Cove, the enemy’s strongest hold, 





to its head, as we believed at the moment, and 
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without encountering a force of more than 130,— 
Indeed, in the whole period of my operations, as 
may be seen by the written reports made to me b 
Clinch, Eustis and Lindsay, and of mine to Wash- 
ington, neither of those principal commanders, un- 
der me, at any time, met with a larger body of the 
enemy at any one place—that which attacked colo- 
nel Lindsay’s column, on its last return to Tampa 
Bay, excepted, and which was estimated at about 
three hundred. By the term principal commanders, 
just used, I, of course, do not mean to include the 
officers who an. Phy ton commanded the two small 
posts established in the interior, denominated Forts 
Alabama and Cooper. These, from the enemy’s 
perfect knowledge of his own most difficult coun- 
try, and his consequent facilities of concentration, 
were reported to have been repeatedly attacked, 
and by several hundreds each time. 

It has been further shown, in evidence, that the 
many columns and detachments under my orders 
traversed an immense space in a short period, and 
visited many of the enemy’s favorite haunts and 
strongest holds, and I now read this passage from 


my report to Washington of the 30th of April: 


“I am more than ever persuaded that the whole 
force of the enemy, including negroes, does not 
exceed, 1,200 fighting men. It is, probably, some- 
thing less. Of that force, I am equally confident 
that not 500 have, at any time since the commence- 
ment of hostilities, been brought within the same 
ten miles square. In all our operations, within the 
last thirty days, [known to me], we have not found a 


party of probably more than 130; but parties of from. 


10 to 30 have been encountered almost everywhere. 
No Indian woman, child or negro, nor the trace of 
one, has been seen in that time. Those non-com- 
batants, it has been evident to us all, have been re- 
moved beyond the theatre of our operations. They 
were, no doubt, even while the o— ey was going on 
with gen. Gaines, on the 7th of March, moving off 
to the south east, beyond Peas creek and lake Top- 
kelika, and in that almost inaccessible region they 
are now probably concealed. That officer, it is 
said, caused Powell and his chiefs to be informed, 
by way of inducing them to accept the Wythla- 
coochee as a temporary boundary, that large armies 
were approaching, which would fill up the Indian 
country, and crush every thing in the way. The 
wily chiefs profited by the information, sent off 
their families, and dispersed their warriors into 
small parties. In this way, Powell expects to make 
good his threat, viz: that he would protract the war 
Jor three years.” 

Except on the supposition of this extract, how 
was I, Mr. President, to account for our not find- 
ing, three weeks after general Gaines, any conside- 
rate body of the enemy? He supposed himself to 
have been surrounded, in his breastwork, with his 
1,000 or 1,100 men, by 1,200 or 1,500 warriors.— 
What had become of them? He certainly killed but 
few, and captured not one. Whence, then, the subse- 

uent dispersion? My supposition is rendered more 
hag robable by captain Hitchcock’s letter to the 
hon. Mr. Lyon, M. C. dated Fort Drane, March 11, 
1836, since published, and now in evidence. In 
this letter, the captain says, ‘‘a staff officer (him- 
self) was, at Fort ry sent out by general Gaines 
to hold a parley or negotiation with the hostile 
chiefs,”’ and ‘‘in the plainest language to tell them 
the exact truth as to the force ordered into the 
country to subdue them; that additional force was 
expected every day; that the time was near when 
every Indian found with a rifle in his hand would 
be shot down. This was communicated with such 
explanations as were deemed necessary to give it 
force,” &c. : 

And what, sir, were the objects of that parley, 
or, “diplomatic” transaction? It seems, according 
to the published letters of captains Hitchcock and 
McCall, ‘that the Indians did not wish to fight any 
more, but they wanted him [general Gaines] to re- 
tire from the Wythlacoochee;” and, in the generai 
narrative of captain Thistle, under a question put 
by the court, this witness said: ‘Captain Hitch- 
cock and another officer (adjutant Barrow) went out 
and held a conversation with them [the Indians}; 
they inquired particularly as to our situation; whe- 
ther we had provisions, and whether we had brandy 
and tobacco; they said they could supply us with 
provisions in abundance; that we could fish on the 
river bank, if we chose, and that they would fight 
no more if they were permitted to keep the oppo- 
site side of the Wythlacoochee, making that river 
the boundary.” 

Was this the language of a subdued people, hum- 
bly sueing for peace? They had commenced the 
war without owning an acre of ground in Florida: 
they had ceded every foot. The time had arrived 
for their emigration to the west. Sooner than quit 
their natal soil, they had appealed to arms; they 
had massacred a detachment of {a hundred men; 


they had held their country, notwithstanding the 
gallantry of Clinch and his handful of troops on 


y | the 31st of December; they had even held general 


Gaines himself, with his strong and excellent co- 
lumn, penned up under their fire from the 27th of 
February; they had, in short, glutted their rrihens 
conquered the country up to the left bank of the 
Wythlacoochee, gained all they wanted, and felt 
themselves in strength to dictate the terms of peace. 
Hence the overture to make the Wythlacoochee the 
future boundary—to treat on the basis of the wlti 
possidetis—each party to hold what it possessed; 
and, accordingly, we find capt. Hitchcock instruct- 
ed to reply, on the part of gen. Gaines, “that if they 
would engage to cease from all acts of hostility, re- 
tire south of the Wythlacoochee, and promise to 
attend a council when called upon by the United 
States commissioners, they should not for the pre- 
sent be molested.”? Just at this critical moment, 
= Clinch arrived with the needed succor, and we 
ear of no farther negotiations! 

Well, sir, general Gaines now left the theatre of 
operations. Near Micanopy he met colonel Bank- 
head’s column coming up, and, as the latter has tes- 
tified, said, “You may go on, colonel, there is no- 
thing to be done now, it is all finished.”” His order 
of the 9th of March, boasting, among ‘the import- 
ant objects” he had “‘accomplished,” that “the prin- 
_ force of the enemy had been beaten and fore- 
ed to sue for peace,”’ preceded or accompanied him. 
His progress towards Tallahassee and Mobile was 
one continued triumph. But, it may be asked, 
what had all this self-feticitation and those public 
erage to do with my operations? This, Mr. 

resident, is precisely what I am about to show. 

It will be remembered that two of the columns, 
those of generals Clinch and Eustis, of the army un- 
der my command, respectively, from Fort Drane and 
Volusia, arrived at or near Tampa Bay on the 5th 
and 6th of April, and the third, or colonel Lindsay’s 
column, returned from the interior about the same 
time. All, much harrassed and worn by long and 
fatiguing ge | looked to this great southern 
depot for the supplies and refreshments so greatly 
needed to enable men and horses to return to the 
field. To give some idea of what we were here 
doomed to experience, I will recall parts of my offi- 
cial report, written at Tampa the 12th of April, for 
the information of government, and which report has 
been given in evidence by the judge advocate. 

“My disappointments on the Gulf have been as 
great as those experienced on the St. John’s. The 
latter were pretty fully reported at the time, &c. 

‘‘Please now to refer to my joint letter to the 
quartermaster and the commissary at New Orleans, 
dated at Savannah, February 14, and acknowledged 
on the 20th of the same month. A copy was trans- 
mitted to you for the information of the proper de- 

artments at Washington. The letter, it will be seen, 
is both specific andurgent. Yet, instead of my find- 
ing here about 50,000 rations of hard bread and about 
90,000 rations of bacon, I found but 12,740 of the 
former, and 21,600 of the latter! Not an additional 
ration of either has arrived since I came.” (Both 
the quartermaster and the commissary here, alluded 
to, I have caused to be summoned as witnesses, and 
neither has appeared). 

‘Colonel Lindsay (the report continues) had re- 
quired for the use of his column, of the quartermas- 
ter at New Orleans, a number of wagons and horses, 
and not one has been sent. Again, the sutler (the 
person next in importance to the quartermaster and 
commissary, with every army) left this yo more 
than a month ago for New Orleans, to bring back 
with him a large supply of goods for the troops which 
were expected (here). These supplies are exceed- 
ingly wanted by every officer and man. But the 
quartermaster writes that he hesitates about sending 
the wagons and horses, and the sutler that he de- 
clines sending his stores, because each has heard of 
general Gaines’ triumphal entry into Tallahassee— 
in consequence of his having finishedthe war! It is 
presumed that the commissary at New Orleans stop- 
ped the shipment of hard bread and bacon for the 
same reason.” (This presumption is now fact, as 
shown by the testimony of captain Thistle. Lieu- 
tenant Morris, who, at Tampa, had the letter from 
his brother, the sutler, confirms what was stated by 
me, in the report of April 12th, in respect to the snt- 
ler’s stores. See on this point the testimony of cols. 
Lindsay and Bankhead, and for the sufferings of 
both officers and men, from the want of shoes, shirts, 
light garments and groceries, see the testimony of 
colonel Lindsay, Mr. Depeyster, and captain This- 
tle. In respect to the want and non-arrival of wa- 
gons and horses at Tampa, see testimony of colonel 
Lindsay, the letter of captain Shannon, (chief quar- 
termaster) the deposition of Mr. Newcombe, late 
of the army and quartermaster at Tampa, with the 
letter of the quartermaster at New Orleans to him 





annexed). My report of the 12th of April continues: 
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“Capt. Green, of the cutter Dallas, was at Talla. 
hassee when maj. gen. Gaines arrived at that place, 
He had been ten days soliciting permission to go anq 
make a survey of the mouth of the Wythlacoochee. 
On renewing his application to some one of the terrj- 
torial government, he was told the war was over, We 
have now to make the survey for the expedition that 
has been mentioned [which sailed under maj. Reaq 
the 17th or 18th of April]. These are new disap- 
pointments and vexations I have been doomed to ex. 
perience.” : 

This statement, given in the report from memory, 
has been fully sustained by the testimony of captain 
Green before this court, with this important addition, 
the captain would probably have ascended the river, 
having provided the necessary means. 

But, Mr. President, to a question put by the court, 
gen. Clinch replied, “I am ofopinion that the move. 
ment of gen. Gaines’ command through Florida did 
not materially affect the operations of maj. general 
Scott.” 

Sir, no one entertains a more sincere respect and 
regard for this most excellent commander and citi- 
zen thanI do, and I amsure the whole army regrets 
his retirement to civil life. His opinion is always 
entitled to great weight, and hence, mainly, the 
overwhelming facts which I have just embodied, and 
which otherwise I might have left scattered over 
your voluminous documents and minutes, to be re- 
membered or hunted up by the court. 

It is, moreover, evident to me, Mr. President, 
from the reply to another question, also propounded 
by the court, that, on the point of interference with 
my operations, the sound mind of gen. Clinch was 
too much influenced, at the moment, by the narra- 
tive he had so recently given of the neglects shown 
him by the war department prior to the time when 
I had the misfortune to be ordered to Florida. Itis 
true, if his repeated calls for troops and supplies, and 
his wise admonitions on the temper early manifested 
by the Seminoles, had received but half the attention 
due to his position, this still raging war might never 
have bursted upon the country. Under this ruling 
idea, the witness could see nothing but the imputed 
errors of the war department. hilst that was on 
the throne of his mind, all the subsequent and minor 
causes of failure in sending the Indians out of Flo- 
rida sunk into comparative insignificance. Be this 
as it may, I put in concurrence with the isolated 
opinion of gen. Clinch, on the subject of general 
Gaines’ interference with my operations, the great 
body of facts already detailed, and the opinions of 
witnesses of no less intelligence and respeciability. 
See the deposition of colonel Gadsden, the chief of 
my staff, who had marched with gen. Clinch to the 
succor of gen. Gaines, and who knew more of Flo- 
rida and the Seminoles than perhaps any three indi- 
viduals with the army; and see the testimony of col. 
Bankhead, who marched with me from Picolata to 
Fort Drane, where he came under the command and 
continued with general Clinch. The me opi- 
nions expressed on this point by the two colonels, 
like the opposing one given by gen. Clinch, were all 
elicited without a question put by ME. 

The point which has thus been rather more fully 
discussed than I had, until lately intended, was, how- 
ever, but the second cause of the failure of my opera- 
tions to send out of Florida the great body of the 
Seminole Indians, and there were many other causes, 
besides the first in importance, some of which have 
already been partially, though but incidentally de- 
veloped. It is now my purpose to bring rapidly the 
whole, in the same connexion, under the review ol 
the court. 

Of these causes, many, as will be seen, are close- 
ly united, and, in the descending scale, consequent 
upon each other. For these reasons, the analysis 
and the enumeration will, in some instances, be ra- 
ther difficult. 

1. The lateness of my orders, 12 o’clock in the 
night of January 21, with notice the day before to 
hold myself in readiness, and the short term of service 
of the great body of the troops. 

I do not mean to say, Mr. President, that any 
time was lost by the war department in putting me 
in motion after the news of Clinch’s affair of De- 
cember 31, which preceded at Washington the ac- 
count of Dade’s melancholy fate on the 28th. Nor 
shall I stop to discuss the question, why had not 
stronger measures been taken on the receipt of 
Clinch’s warnings and calls for reinforcements, be- 
ginning in January, 1835, and reiterated October 8, 
October 17, December 9, and December 16, of the 
saine year. 

Well, sir, the court has seen that I was promptly 
at Augusta, where I completed my calls for volun- 
teers or draughted men; two regiments from South 
Carolina, one of horse and one of foot; the same 
from Georgia, and one of foot from Alabama, at 740 
men per regiment, making a total of 3,700. A fine 
spirit was sbeoad in those states, and great exertions 
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Reda lv its quota. Yet, from many 
made in each to supp , Sq tee te 
unavoidable causes—the immense spaces to be tra- 
ersed, and others which I will not stop to enume- 
per but not one of which can be charged to me— 
; stead of finding myself in force, at Picolata and at 
Tampa Bay, as early as the 29th of tiga he as I 
had originally flattered myself that I might, | arriv- 
ed in Florida on the 22d, much in advanee of three- 
fiths of those troops. Only the foot of South Ca- 
rolina and seven companies of Georgia had preceded 

e, The Georgia horse began to arrive about the 
ye of the month, the three companies before men- 
tioned, and another on the 10th of March, under 
captain Nelson, who had made an unparalleled 
march from the north west corner of Georgia. I 
ought, in my previous narrative, to have stated that 
this fine company joined at Gary’s Ferry, and added 
about 70 men to col. Bankhead’s little column, 
which set out with me for Fort Drane. The same 
day col. Goodwin's fine regiment of South Carolina 
mounted men reached St. Augustine over a long 
road, through rain and mud, and, like N elson’s cors- 

any, without tents, and without a murmur. The 
ar abet regiment under col. Chisholm, and major 
Read’s battalion of Floridians, arrived at Tampa 
Bay, with col. Lindsay, between the Ist and 10th 
of March. (It has been seen that this battalion 
had not been called for by me, and that it went to 
Tampa Bay without my knowledge at the time, and 
avainst my wishes; and that the second battalion of 
Georgia foot was, in accordance with my request, 
never furnished. Finally, six companies, instead of 
four, to make up for the defection of the first two, 
of Georgia horse, arrived at Gary’s Ferry, via 
Middle Florida and Fort Drane, about the 10th of 
April, whilst I was at Tampa. These six com- 
panies were, nevertheless, mustered into service in 
accordance with instructions I had left behind, and 
immediately afterwards discharged, by the advice 
of major general Maeomb, who then happened to 
be at Picolata.) 

All the volunteers called for by me were muster- 
ed into service for only three months, according to 
the instructions I had received from the war de- 

artment; and I suppose that the president of the 

_ States has no authority to require the services of 
militia by draughting for a longer period. 

It has been seen that I was not in force to com- 
mence combined and efficient operations earlier 
than the 10th of March, and by this date the mass 
of volunteers, owing to the different periods of ar- 
rival at the several places of rendezvous, and conse- 
quent acceptances by muster, had only about 60 
days to serve. This was the same thing nearly. 
ina system of combined operations, requiring the 
services of the whole, as if none had had a longer 
tine to serve: and all had been from home, with 
slight differences, equally long. 

But let not these movements of the volunteers ex- 
cite a smile to their prejudice. The delay in their 
arrival on the St. John’s, as I have said, was una- 
voidable, and there was even a greater delay in the 
approach of three companies of regulars which were 
ordered to embark at Baltimore in the dead of win- 
ter, and with the mercury in the thermometer several 
degrees below zero. This battalion was delayed 
by ice in the Chesapeake, I know not how many 
weeks, and finally reached Picolata on the 6th of 
March. With all the lights of the , igh tir 
general, ten wagons were ordered to be purchased 
and shipped from Baltimore about the same time. 
Six came to Florida as late as the 11th of March, 
two earlier, and two in May! Now, if I were expect- 
el to make long marches through a savage country, 
without roads or bridges, why could not those three 
companies have been marched to Norfolk, or even 
to Wilmington, and thence embarked? Time would 
have been saved in either case. And why were 
not the wagons shipped from some port not obstruct- 
ed byice? Again, a detachment of United States 
dragoons, under capt. Wharton, that received orders 
for Florida at New York about the 24th of January, 
was delayed several weeks in that harbor, waiting 
for its arms and horse furniture, and joined me at 
Fort Drane, (after a short passage to Savannah), 60 
days from the reception of these orders! There was 
no delay from the want of horses. They had been 
purchased by my orders, and placed at Savannah as 
early as the 12th of February. 

Let it be remembered, Mr. President, that those 
shipments and movements were not made under my 
directions; yet I was advised of them, and suf- 
fered embarrassment from not earlier receiving the 
troops and wagons. 

I have said that I was by the 10th of March, in 
sufficient force to commence operations, and that 
the mass of the volunteers had then about sixty 
days to serve—a part more and a part less. This 

period was rather more than was necessary for the 
marches and operations actually made under my 
orders, but wholly insufficient to enable us to scour 





the country south and east of Peas creek, (the 
everglades), even if the lateness of the season, the 
sickliness of the climate in those regions, as early 
as the end of April, and other causes, which will 
be noticed, had not interposed insurmountable ob- 
stacles. I ought, therefore, to have given mx any 
prospect of success, to have been ordered to Florida 
several months earlier, and with a force of a much 
longer term of service. He who now directs the 
war in that quarter, besides other advantages, has 
had more time for preparation, a better season for 
operations, more regular troops, and volunteers of 
a longer period of service. 

In respect to volunteers for ninety days, the tes- 
timony of gen. Eustis and col. Lindsay is strongly 
in support of what I urge on this point. 

2. The unexpected intrusion of gen. Gaines. 

This was the second cause of my failure, both in 
point of time and importance. 

Now, although I considered myself in strength on 
the St. John’s and at St. Augustine, to commence 
forward movements as early as the 10th of March, 
the court will please remember that my general 
plan of operations was to move at the same time, as 
nearly as practicable, from Fort Drane, Volusia and 
Tampa, upon the great body of the enemy supposed 
to be about the Cove ef the Wythlacoochee; to 
march, in person, with Clinch, and to give instruc- 
tions to Eustis and Lindsay so far as to deviate 
from that approximation of the three columns as 
to pursue any considerable body of the enemy, or 
any considerable fresh trail that might be discover- 
ed. Hearing of general Gaines’ intrusion, and see- 
ing that a consequent delay was inevitable, I called 
back adetachment already in march to join Clinch, 
and through the latter caused Lindsay to be advised 
of that delay, least he should make an isolated 
movement. And general Clinch has testified that 
a forward movement could not have been made, 
from Fort Drane, earlier than the 26th of March, (the 
day on which he actually moved), for two reasons: 
Ist. To give time for the troops which had been 
shut up in Camp Izard, with general Gaines, to re- 
cruit themselves, and 2d. To enable the last train 
of wagons sent to return from Gary’s Ferry with 
the subsistence. The answer to the second ques- 
tion put to captain Thruston shows, more in detail, 
the reduced condition of those troops. Here, then, 
was the cause of a considerable delay—from the 
10th to the 26th of March—less the time necessary 
to march from the St. John’s to Fort Drane; and 
Eustis, in the mean time, instead of being forced 
to Volusia, which was to become his base of opera- 
tions, was employed in scouring the country be- 
tween the St. John’s and the Atlantic, as far as 
Tomoka and Volusia. Lindsay was advised of this 
further delay. The court, too, has seen that it was 
my intention, on the 9th of March, to strengthen 
the right wing by troops drawn from the left, if 
gen. Gaines’ detachment had not fallen back on 
Fort Drane. 

3. Insufficient means of transportation. 

This cause of failure in my operations has, like 
the one just noticed, been pretty fully developed 
in the former parts of thissummary. I shall there- 
fore, only remark, in this place, that the means of 
land transportation would have been nearly suffi- 
cient, notwithstanding the intrusion of gen. Gaines, 
if we could have used the Ochlawaha for about se- 
venty tons of supplies (as I had expected to do) up 
to the 2d of March; and that those means, even 
without the use of the Ochlawaha, would have been 
sufficient by the 12th, but for that intrusion. The 
necessity of replacing the subsistence drawn from 
Fort Drane by general Gaines; of providing fora 
larger force than was expected there; of transport- 
ing articles of subsistence fifty PER CeENTUM hea- 
vier than those I had early and specifically called 
for, both from the St. John’s and Tampa, caus- 
ed our wagons to be overloaded, the horses to 
be overworked, and many of both to be broken 
down. The court will further remember who took 
from Tampa the means of transportation which 
were there early in February, and what prevented 
the arrival of new means from New Orleans. 

4. Insufficient supply of hard bread and bacon for 
marches. 

On the 21st of January, in his office, the com- 
missary general of subsistence and myself fully con- 
curred as to the advantages of hard bread and ba- 
con over flour and pork, on marches. Ten days 
after, in a letter to the adjutant general, I recurred 
to this subject, and required on the St. John’s (at 
Picolata) large quantities. of both hard bread and 
bacon, which passage of my letter, according to re- 
quest, the adjutaut general duly communicated to 
the commissary general before the 10th of Februa- 
ry, as the former ig bares to me on that day. 

Now, it is shown by the testimony of Mr. Locke, 
who was the assistant commissary at Picolata, 





rior to the march of Clinch’s column from Fort 
rane, and of Eustis’ from Volusia, was much less 


than was wanted for those columns, although I had 
prohibited the issue of hard bread to the troops 
when at rest on the St. John’s. The deficiency 


was made up, of course, in flour, of which, and of 


pork, our supply was abundant; and the testimon 
is express, that not a pound of bacon reached the 


St. John’s from the commissariat, earlier than the 
15th of April, when all the columns were near the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Though much embarrassed on the St. John’s, and 
the march to the south, by the want of those par- 
ticular items of food, as the court has seen, I have 
always been unwilling to suppose that the chief of 
the commissariat was in fault; and am now, since 
hearing read, before this court, his instructions to 
the agents of his department on the subject, yet 
more unwilling to impute blame to him. ‘His me- 
rits are acknowledged by the whole army, and I am 
free to declare that I have never known a better 
man, or a more faithful public servant. The failure 
in the particulars stated, was, however, not the less 
embarrassing. 

Well, sir, the army, early in April, was compelled 
to give up for the moment, the search for the enemy 
and to march upon Tampa Bay to seek for supplies. 
The court has seen what orders I had given to the 
assistant commissary at New Orleans, in respect to 
this depot; the large quantity expected, and the 
small quantity of hard bread and bacon found there, 
and that that little would not have been equal 
to three or four marches of the army, if col. Lind- 
say had not brought with him a small quantity from 
Mobile. 

_On this point, the testimony of lieutenant Mor- 
ris, the then commissary at Tampa, is more explicit 
than even that of general Eustis and col. Lindsay. 
And the reason why more of those items of subsis- 
tence had not been sent from New Orleans, is also 
pretty fully shownin evidence. The then commis- 
sary, at the latter place, was duly summoned to ap- 

ear here, and has not arrived. Mr. Locke stated, 
in his testimony, that the difference in weight, ow- 
ing to the brine and wood necessary to the preser- 
vation in warm weather of pork, is fit -one per cent. 
against the latter in favor of bacon. This difference 
is known to most marching officers, and that, be- 
tween the ration of eighteen ounces of flour and 
twelve of hard bread, is evident to all the world.— 

To have been obliged then, as we were, to take with 
all the columns, in their several marches, nearly 
two-thirds of our whole subsistence in the heavier 
articles, was the same thing as if a large portion of 
our otherwise deficient means of transportation had 
been captured or destroyed; and even this was not 
the only evil consequent upon that necessity, as 
will be presently seen. 

5. Heat of the climate—badness of water—sickliness. 

From the lateness of the season into which we 
were thrown, from the causes already stated, we 
found the heat, even before the 20th of April, so op- 
pressive that the troops could not execute even or- 
dinary marches, from this cause alone. (Testimo- 
ny of Clinch, Eustis, Lindsay and Thruston: also, 
col. Smith’s report of his expedition up Peas 
creek). The troops had still to wear their winter 
clothing from the non-arrival of sutler’s goods at 
Tampa from New Orleans; the sink holes or ponds, 
on which both men and horses had generally to re- 
ly for water, were now, many of them, dried u 4 
and in the others the water was tepid, besides be- 
ing filled with vegetable matter and animaleule.— 
(Testimony of Clinch, Eustis, Thruston, &c.) Add 
to these causes of distress and disease, the swamps 
and hammocks which were traversed; the deficien- 
cy in bacon, to which the volunteers had very ge- 
nerally been accustomed at home; and the necessi- 
ty all weré under the greater part of the time when 
in march, to eat unleavened dough, partially fried 
with pork, or half baked before camp fires, and it 
will astonish no one to learn from the testimony 
that we had very many individuals, officers and 
men, who could neither ride nor march. The only 


jTesource was to crowd them into wagons; for, in a 


savage country, we could leave no one behind. 
6. Forage and grazing. 

At St. Augustine, and on the St. John’s as high 
up as the depot at Volusia, there was, on the requi- 
sitions of general Eustis and my own, upon lieu- 
tenant L’Engle at Charleston, and lieutenant Dim- 
mock at Savannah, an abundant supply of both corn 
and hay, and there was no positive deficiency in 
forage round Fort Drane. At Tampa we again 
found an abundance of corn and hay, with a small 
quantity of oats, all supplied in compliance with 
my requisition (asI suppose) upon the quartermas- 
ter at New Orleans. The corn, however, was ge- 
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nerally bad, having, probably, been sweated on 
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eight of ten days at that place. The 
for renewed operations, was generally the refuse, 
which killed some horses and injured more. (De- 
position of Mr. Newcombe, and testimony of capt. 
Thruston), 

The grazing in the interior, as all the witnesses 
questioned on that subject have testified, furnish 
but an occasional and a slight resource. Hence 
the court will not be surprised that general Eustis 
caused every cavalry horse with him to be led by his 
owner on foot the last sixteen miles of the march 
from Volusia upon Tampa Bay. The grazing was 
but little less bad on the return marches. 

But, it may be asked, why not have taken more 
corn with the columns from the depot which fur- 
nished that which was good? If our trains had 
been doubled, a sufficient supply could not have 
been transported even if there had been good roads. 
Let any gentleman make the calculation for him- 
self to see how many wagons would be required, 
jor example, to take corn enough for a thousand 
horses for twenty days, including the consumption 
of the draught horses so employed, and he will be 
astonished at the result. Again: why not make 
every rider put three bushels of corn in his saddle, 
and lead his horse for seven or eight days? Regu- 
lar cavalry may be compelled to do this; but I know 
of no power of persuasion that can induce any body 
of volunteers whatever, unless it be under the high- 
est calls of patriotic interest, thus, in their own es- 
timation, to degrade themselves. I made the pro- 
posal, and although I commanded at the time corps 
of horse composed mostly of gentlemen of the 
highest spirit and devotion to country, I was advis- 
ed not to issue an order to that effect, as it could 
not be enforced, although I pledged myself that I 
would do what I wished to require of others. [ 
then reduced the quantity of corn to be so taken, 
in my order No. 28, and it is in evidence that con- 
siderably less, about an average of three pecks only, 
was actually put on each horse. And this court 
will readily conceive that the transportation of hay 
into the interior for the consumption of even two 
days, was wholly out of the question with march- 
ing troops, as well on account of its bulk as its 
weight. ? 

From the foregoing circumstances it resulted that 
all surviving horses arrived at Tampa in a bad con- 
dition, and returned to the north of Florida in a 
worse, as is shown by the evidence. 

7. Roads and bridges. 

The only road within the theatre of our opera- 
tions was that made by government, connecting 
Fort King with Tampa Bay. This road was very 
partially followed by all the columns under my 
command. Its three bridges were destroyed by the 
enemy at the commencement of hostilities. All 
the other routes were opened by the columns as 
they marched, and the streams roughly bridged at 
the same time. These labors were difficult and in- 
cessant, as may be supposed, and has been shown 
in the testimony of Eustis, Lindsay and Thruston. 

8. Want of an auxiliary Indian force. 

The court has seen by my order No. 13, (March 
14), that I called for 500 friendly Creek Indians, to 
be commanded by gen. Woodward, major Watson, 
and major Flournoy. The first two have been 
summoned here, on this and another important 
point, but have not arrived. The third early fell in 
the Creek war. Col. Gadsden’s deposition shows 
the importance of such force; and my successors in 
Florida have had the benefit of the suggestion. It 
was denied me by the agent of government, and 
that denial not even rebuked by the secretary of 
war, See major Hogan’s letter to that function- 
ary, and his reply, dated, respectively, March 28 
and April 12. ror the standing and qualifitations 
of the two inajors, named by me to bring on the 
Indians, see governor Eaton’s letter to me, dated 
March 7, and general Clinch’s notes of introdue- 
tion. General Woodward is too highly distinguish- 
ed, both as a commander of, and against, Indians, 
to require a word of support in this place; and it 
will be seen, in the agent’s (major Hogan’s) letter 
io me, dated the Ist of February, that he thought 
he could, “in ten days, raise [me] 1,000 warriors, 
and be on the march to join” [me]. 

9. Want of guides. 

Eustis and Lindsay, as shown by their testimony, 
had no competent guides, and could obtain none.— 
Clinch’s column was rather less badly provided in 
this respect, yet he had not a guide who knew any 
thing of the intricacies of the Cove—a Cretan laby- 
rinth, held from the knowledge of the white man, 
as the sacred groves of the Druids were interdicted 
to all but the initiated. In short, all the difficult 
parts of Florida were, to the whole army, one terra 
incognita. Government gave me no Wr feo 
information, nor had any to give; and the booksel- 
lers’ maps only afforded outlines, filled up with un- 
lucky guesses. 
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10. The limited time for active operations. 

From prey, causes, and deducting the time 
unavoidably lost at Tampa, the columns of Clinch 
and Eustis were actually in the field, beyond Fort 
Drane and Volusia, only about twenty-two days. 

The testimony of both Clinch and Thruston 
shows that I could not have put the right wing in 
‘operation, from Fort Drane, earlier than I did (the 
26th of March), and Eustis, with the left wing, 
crossed the St. John’s, at Volusia, about the same 
time, to approach the Cove, by the way of Pelakle- 
kaha. Clinch, with his wing, was compelled to re- 
turn to Fort Drane on the 25th of April, the term 
of service of a part of his volunteers having alrea- 
dy expired, and, as he reports to me, the 27th— 
*‘Men and horses much exhausted by sickness and 
the heat of the weather. Another day’s march 
would have occasioned the abandoning of a part of 
the train. Fifteen horses and mules died on the 
road, and eight more turned out that could not be 
got along by leading.” 

Eustis, with the left wing, (which I accompanied 
from Tampa) was in like manner, and very much 
in the saine condition, compelled to return to Volu- 
sia on the same day—April 25th. 

Colonel Smith who had, with his regiment, the 
Louisiana volunteers, been detached by the way of 
Charlotte harbor up Peas creek, about the 12th of 
April, returned to Tampa the 26th, and embarked 
for New Orleans, according to orders, where the re- 
giment arrived, I think, a little after its term of ser- 
vice had expired. 

The battalion of Floridians sailed from Tampa, 
about the 17th of April, for the Wythlacoochee, on 
its way to St. Mark’s, where it was discharged. I 
do not know when this battalion was mustered into 
service. 

The centre column, under colonel Lindsay, which 
at first included major Read’s battalion, arrived by 
steam from Mobile, at Tampa, was the first of the 
three columns, under my orders, in the field. On the 
15th of March he put himself in movement, estab- 
lished the post on the Hillsborough, 23 miles from 
Tampa, called Fort Alabama, as a place of depo- 
site, and advanced towards the Cove as far as Chi- 
chuchatty, which he reached about the 24th—the 
letter, advising him of the delay in the movements 
of the two other columns, having reached him sub- 
sequently. 

[his column, consisting principally of the Ala- 
bama regiment of volunteers under col. Chisholm, 
and several times changed in its other parts, was 
also the latest in the field, by afew days. By my 
orders, No. 88, of the 16th of April, colonel Lind- 
say was instructed, on his return to Tampa, after 
my departure, to make any further movement, with- 
in the compass of his forces, in the prosecution of 
the campaign, that might be deemed useful, and 
then to cause the volunteers with him (the Alaba- 
ma regiment and an independent company of Loui- 
sianians, under captain Marks) to be embarked 
for their respective homes. That embarkation was 
commenced by him, according to his report, May 
the 2d—*‘the rainy season having set in,” and it be- 
ing deemed “impossible to keep the field with bo- 
dies of troops, without great, and for any object 
that could be accomplished, a wanton waste of 
life.” 

Thus terminated, Mr. President, active opera- 
tions under my command; and if from the causes 
assigned, without decisive results, at least without 
defeat or check, as without dishonor. 

In my report of the 12th of April, from Tampa, I 
spoke in terms of high commendation of the three 
principal commanders under me—Clinch, Eustis 
and Lindsay. Each continued to the last to deserve 
greater praise than it is in the power of one, under 
my present circumstances, to bestow. I also had 
the benefit of colonel Gadsden’s assistance, the 
chief of my staft, a volunteer in the war, a soldier 
and a patriot, who, independent of his particular 
knowledge of the enemy and the peninsula, of his 
services with me and on prior occasions, is endow- 
ed with talents and virtues which give him high 
claims upon the government and country. The 
handsfull of regulars who were with me in the 
field never faltered in eiretge | or dangers; and if, 
now and then they yielded the post of honor, it 
was purely in compliment to their countrymen 
fresh from civil life, who were cherished and as- 
sisted on every occasion. Those patriotic volun- 
teers of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisi- 
ana and Florida, were no doubt (many of them) 
sometimes inefficient from the mere awkwardness 
of inexperience; but they very generally brought 
with them to the war high chivalry, which always 
inspires the wish of personal distinction, and this 
was frequently and nobly obtained by individuals 
and detachments. 

On the principal commanders and the troops 





which were under me, I have then enly to invoke 


“ ——— 
the approbation of their country. Let its ¢ 
though this court, fall on oti and me eae 
that army, if all were done which it was possible 
to accomplish under the circumstances. 

Some questions, Mr. President, were put to as 
many witnesses of the higher ranks who have ay. 
peared before this court, to ascertain whether | had 
failed in any particular as a commander in Florida 
in point of judgment, zeal or personal conduct. 
The answers were direct in every instance, but too 
complimentary to be here reproduced. Let them 
sleep on your records. They may, hereafter, per- 
haps be read by those who will not be made to 
blush for their parent. 

A word, sir, as to my plan of campaign. I be. 
lieve that this has th 4 Patients totes 
the evidence, and embodied in this summary. It 
has been censured by a writer, himself an old offi- 
cer, and who delights to see himself in print, as be. 
ing somewhat European, as if it were criminal to 
import professional knowledge, and who seemed to 
think that generals orght to make war without 
plans of any sort. This vulgar error has been inci. 
dentally but too signally rebuked by an eminent mj- 
litary critic and political functionary, to be further 
noticed in this place. I shall, therefore, here sim. 
ply quote the opinions of two younger, but better 
soldiers, on the particular plan of operations by me 
laid down and pursued. 

After exploring the country to a great extent, 
and learning much that was new of it, and the 
enemy, general Clinch says to me in his report 
(April 17th) of his operations returning from 
Tampa Bay, “that the true plan of operations against 
them [ihe Indians] will be that first designed by 
you, that is, by a force from Pelaklekaha, a force 
ascending by my [late] route, and a corresponding 
one on the north side,”’—his first route. This, the 
court will perceive, was the precise plan laid down 
by me for our first operations. 

Captain Thurston, who, I knew, in March, at 
Fort Drane, did not altogether approve of the plan 
of campaign I was about to follow, and with ih cen 
I did not again converse on the subject, was, when 
before this court, at a venture, asked by me this 
question: 

“17. The witness became acquainted with the 


general plan of operations projected by general 
Scott. ith the benefit of the witness’s subse- 


quent knowledge of the enemy, and the country 
occupied by him, what is the witness’s opinion of 
that general plan of operations?” 

‘Answer, When I first heard general S. detail 
his plan of operations, I thought that he had taken 
more than necessary precautions, by advancing into 
the country with three columns, from ditlerent 
points of the peninsula, not doubting that our wing 
[Clinch’s] of the army would be met by the enemy 
in force on the Wythlscoochee. Nor did I believe 
that a nation of 5,000 people could conceal itself so 
effectually in the peninsula, south and east of the 
Wythlacoochee, that they could not be found by 
one army [column or wing]. My subsequent ex- 
perience taught me my error, and to consider gen. 
Scott’s plan of operations as the true one.” 

But, Mr. President, it has been objected to me 
that, in my first operations, (towards Tampa Bay), 
{ held the troops in masses unnecessarily large—of 
1,800, 1,700 and 1,200 nen, respectively. Of this 
I myself early became persuaded. But in connec- 
tion with this point the court will please look at 
that part of colonel Lindsay’s testimony, detailing 
the remarks and advice he gave me at Augusta, at 
the end of January, 1826. I regret that I am oblig- 
ed to abridge it in this place. Col. Lindsay had 
served with major general Jackson against a part of 
the same Indians in the campaign of 1818, the 
“principal object of which was (according to the 
witness) to drive the Seminoles from the Georgia 
frontier,” across the Suwanee; that “gen. Jackson 
carried into the field a force amounting to, perhaps, 
6,000 men.” This was said in answer to my 8th 
question. To the 6th the colonel had previously 
said, <‘the country east of the Suwanee is infinitely 
more impracticable than the country west.”’ He adds 
many striking diiferences, all against our troops, 
and it is known that general Jackson’s operations 
terminated on the west bank of that river. In re- 
spect to the advice given on the subject of detach- 
ing, the witness said, “I believe I mentioned to gen. 
Scott, that I derived that advice from gen. Jackson, 
who, on some occasion, when I wanted to go on 
detached service made use of this emphatic expres- 
sion: ‘sir, I never detach against Indians.’’? And 
again, in the same campaign, gen. Jackson observ- 
ed to the witness, “that he never detached, or suf- 
fered small parties to march through the Indian 
country.” The court will please to bear in mind the 
official relation that subsisted in January, 1836, be- 
tween general Jackson, col. Lindsay and myself; 





that I never had been in the interior of Florida; that 


© gov. Eate 
» speaking 
; merical f 
more;” tl 
> swer to 
» from the 
sion, the 
tion, that 
ed from | 
Jetter to | 
that the ' 
ounded | 
warriors, 
to eleven 
he could 
ture to 0 
duced me 
ny comn 
F ny way 4 
satisfied | 
da, more 
and that, 
eoncentré 
Find that 
Yed, freely 
VFying to 
hears by 
“from my 
“J speak, 
Mance; fo 
d within 
ing the e 
') The fir 
340 men | 
~ south of 
paintaine 
when it 
-golumn. 
“Hence, bu 
plete it. 
Bis mour 
| rom the 
WBnder br 
| Pear, witl 
With the 
‘Fort Al: 
Bnder co! 
‘of search 
| @reek. 
‘ouisian: 
/ mall pa 
Beutenan 
Bs, unde: 
“hat cree 
)@harlotte 
thus visit 
) Bvorite b 
“Byself, tl 
S@outh Ca 
Me Little 
“Wo com] 
Eustis’ 
® scour 
‘Mad pers 
Mptain C 
Beventeer 
Piore the 
Ge! 
tachme 
hed m: 
ayy. water 
rly as t 
As this 
hder my 
Dn give 
ut reaso 
guy, I} 
bon ita 
It has } 
inbe, tl 
t by ey 
e ener 
Fre prov 
ps, abo 
done g 
S, unde 
d furnj 
Andalia, 
th mec 
ght be 
hny shi 
nt, an ¢ 
respec 
transp 
l for a 
Ow tha 
ad hin 
Bd fault 
’S secc 
But let 
Be )Or, of 


a 
i 









































ei 
































4 


3 


ut 


lis 


he 
ral 








. 
es pa eae 


m spe 
















NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—FEB. 4, 1837—DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 


367 








® -ov. Eaton, in his letter to me of Februar 3, 1836, 
) °yeaking of the hostile Seminoles, said: ‘heir nu- 
rical force cannot be less than 3,000, probably 
more;” that colonel Lindsay has testified, in an- 
wer to my 27th question, what must be evident 
from the surface of the country, that, from disper- 
sion, the enemy had great facilities of concentra- 
tion, that I had seen, before the columns advanc- 
ed from Fort Drane to Volusia, by general Gaines’ 
etter to general Clinch, dated the 29th February, 
“that the writer supposed himself to have been sur- 
younded in Camp Izard, by “not less than 1,500” 
| warriors, and that, although he had from a thousand 
o eleven hundred good troops with him, I saw that 
ye could neither pass the Wythlacoochee, nor ven- 
“ture to make a sortie. All these considerations in- 
duced me, Mr. President, to hold the troops under 
Iny command, in three columns, until I could feel 
7 4 ly way @ little, and judge for myself. When I had 
satisfied my mind that there were not, in all Flori- 
Ta, more than 1,200 Indian warriors, probably less: 
and that, of that force, perhaps not 500 had been 
eoncentrated at any time in the war, the court will 
“Yind that I then became a little bolder, and detach- 
ed, freely, and far, in all directions; and it is grati- 
“¥ving to recall that, notwithstanding all the bug- 
ears by which I had been fora moment frighted 
From my bent, not a disaster—not one defeat ensued. 
speak, sir, of detachments beyond supporting dis- 
5, ance; for all the columns were habitually subdivid- 
ed within that limit in searching for and in attack- 
“ng the enemy. 
' The first of these distant detachments was that of 
340 men left under major Cooper, only twelve miles 
“gouth of the Wythlacoochee, and which gallantly 
maintained itself from the 2d of April till the 18th, 
"when it was absorbed on the return of Clinch’s 
eolumn. Major Cooper commenced a work for de- 
“fence, but the enemy gave him no leisure to com- 
plete it. Gen. Eustis, approaching Tampa, brought 
“his mounted men to the depot, but left his foot, 
rom the 5th of April to the 18th, at Camp Shelton, 
“Dnder brigadier general Bull, sixteen miles in the 
Fear, without even a breastwork for its defence.— 
With the same body of foot, I myself marched to 
Fort Alabama, whilst the South Carolina horse, 


: me 





Ander colonel Goodwin, was on the distant service 
“@f searching for the enemy, about the head of Peas 
‘reek. At the same time, colonel Smith, and his 
_ Houisiana volunteers, fit for duty, (about 200) with 
mall parties from the U.S. ship Vandalia, under 
eutenant Powell, and from the revenue cutter Dal- 
s, under captain Green, scoured the lower part of 
hat creek to the extent of about 60 miles from 
“Wharlotte harbor. Colonels Smith and Goodwin 
hus visited what we had supposed to be among the 
favorite haunts and strong-holds of the enemy. I, 
Myself, the 20th of April, with a single company of 
uth Carolina horse, marched from the Big across 
the Little Wythlacoochee; again, the 24th, with but 
Wo companies, [ went to Volusia, a day in advance 
t Eustis’ column; sent a small detachment the 25th 
® scour the country east of Spring Garden lake, 
hd personally proceeded, with colonel Gadsden, 
@ptain Canfield and lieutenant J. E. Johnson and 
venteen men, in a miserable little steamer, to ex- 
Pore the St. John’s river to the head of Lake Mon- 
Gen. Clinch and colonel Lindsay also made 
tachments about the same period, and I had de- 
hed major Read, with the battalion of Floridians, 
my. water, to search the lower Wythlacoochee, as 
rly as the 17th. 
As this last expedition was the only one made 
hder my command that failed to reach the destina- 
pn given, and to accomplish its objects, and for 
ut reason alone, has brought upon me infinite ob- 
iy, I beg the court will pardon me for dwelling 
bon it a moment. 
It has been seen by the deposition of Mr. New- 
ibe, the quartermaster at Tampa, in April last, 
at by extraordinary exertions on his part, and nota 
© energy on mine, ample, and even extra, means 
Te provided for maj. Read’s small battalion of, per- 
=?s, about 200 men. First, there were two large 
“one smaller schooner; two (instead of one] cut- 
‘, under midshipmen Reid and Drake, manned 
id furnished, at: my request, from the U. S. ship, 
andalia, captain Webb, a large scow, in pieces, 
| mechanics, nails, oakum and pitch, so as it 
ght be put together, and launched in two hours, 
My ship boats or yawls, and pilots. The depo- 
nt, an experienced and excellent officer declares, 
respect to the sufficiency of these means, both 
transporting the troop to the mouth of the river, 
or ascending it—‘*I did not doubt, nor do I 
ow that any body else did—I do not think major 
ad himself doubted, although he attempted to 
#1 fault with the means.” (See also col. Gads- 
Pp pecond deposition ). 
=. 't let us now see, what use was made, by the 
°°, of the outfit thus furnished. I shall quote 
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his report to me, which is dated April the 27th, be- 
ing himself near the mouth of the Wythlacoochee, 
he says: 

«I despatched all the small craft to the transports, 
with orders to the officers in command aboard of 
them to commence debarking the men as fast as 
possible.” ° . , 4 ¥ 


«On the return of the boats, transporting, as I had 
ordered, as many men as they could receive, the 
morning reports of the officers in command were 
handed to me, by which the frightful picture of an 
increase of forty, (40) to the sick list in less than 
two days was presented. Special communications 
from the surgeons were also handed me, in which 
the most horrible consequences were predicted, 
unless the men could be taken forthwith to some 
place where medicines and good water could be 
procured. The water on board the schooner Caro- 
line, it was said had already become putrid. Without 
going a board, I ro eer an order for [the trans- 
ports to] hoist all sail, and to proceed with the utmost 
possible despatch to St. Marks, the nearest port, I 
remanded aboard the detachment first ordered to 
debark, and directed a select number of ten to join 
me on board the small craft for the purpose of mak- 
ing the reconnoissance and surveys, which I find, 
upon persuing my order more carefully than at first 
I did, were the principal objects of the expedi- 
tion.” * 4 . * * «When informed 
by the pilot that we were almost at the mouth, I 
went myself into the second cutter of the Vandalia; 
it draws less water than the other, taking with me 
only two of my detachment.” * “ " " 
“When I had gotten over the bar, I proceeded some 
two miles or upwards, to within a_ short distance of 
a large smoke, the fire that afforded which, was, 
perhaps, three miles distant. I deemed it not pru- 
dent to go farther, and caused the boat to return.’’ 
When the major proceeded to St. Marks after his 
battalion. 


Here, I will not say, Mr. President, why all this 
fire and haste? But I may ask, sir, whence all this 
smoke and precipitation? Some parts of the report 
are doubtless, as obscure as others are strange. For 
example: When the major heard of the new cases 
of sickness, how many well men were left? He 
does not tell us. The water, too, on board of one of 
the transports had suddenly become putrid, and the 
medicines deficient. How so? Why not have gone 
on board, in order to inquire into these extraordinary 
matters in person? And was there no good water 
in the other vessels, or in the Wythlacoochee, at the 
farthest, within nine or twelve miles, at the falls? 
We have seen that there were many well men re- 
maining, ten of whom he retained with him, and 
sent back others in the boats which had brought 
them from the transports. Why not have retained 
all these, and have sent for more, to enable him to 
ascend the river in his smaller vessels, scow, &c. In 
that case, he might have passed through the “large 
smoke,” and have reached the falls. But the major 
appeals to his ‘‘order,”’ and J shall exhibit both his 
instructions and orders. 


By my directions, col. Gadsden, on the 14th of 
April, gives to major Read, in a letter of instruc- 
tions, among other matters to be attended to, these: 
‘‘You will embark with your whole battalion, in- 
cluding invalids and sick, for the mouth of the 
Wythlachoochee; that you come to anchor in the 
nearest and safest accessible harbor to the mouth of 
the stream, and that you proceed, with your ef- 
fective force, (leaving your sick and invalids on 
board), with the boats at command, to examine its 
entrance, and to penetrate as far as practicable, and 
consistent with the security of your command,” 
&e. &c. “You will preserve notes of your observa- 
tions and report,” &c.—‘‘detailing, minutely, the 
character of the anchorage at the mouth of the 
Wythlacoochee; the navigability of that river for 
boats, the probable distance to which it may be 
penetrated; the character of its banks, and the fa- 
cilities, generally afforded for the forming of depots, 
with a view to supplying an army operating here- 
after on or near its waters. This duty performed, 
you will proceed to St. Mark’s, Florida, in the 
transports, where your command will be honorably 
discharged.”’ &c. 

Mr. Depeyster, a gentleman of Florida, and then 
a volunteer in general Eustis’ staff, has said before 
this court, that he was at my quarters the day be- 
fore, (the 16th of April), major Read embarked, 
when that officer called on the subject of his expe- 
dition. The purport of this witness’ answers, as 
the court will perceive is, that two days after the 
written instructions to major Read, I endeavored, 
in the most impressive terms and manner, to point 
out to him the importance of the expedition to ul- 
terior operations; called his attention, specifically, 
to the necessity of examining the river, and making 
a sketch or draught of its soundings and course, up 





to the foot of the obstruction or falls, believed to be 
twelve miles; and that I desired major Read to 
select a point, for a future post, with reference to 
wood, as near those falls as practicable. 

In respect to every object, except the mere en- 
trance into the Wythlacoochee, we have seen that 
the expedition was a signal failure. 

The first knowledge that 1 had of this most un- 
expected result was received May the Ist, at St. 
Augustine, through a letter from governor Call, 
dated April 26th, and which gave me the more 
astounding intelligence, viz: “A few days since, I 
received a communication from major McLemore, 
stationed on the Suwanee frontier, informing me 
that, under orders from general Scott, he had as- 
cended the Wythlacoochee river, and erected a 
block house on the south bank, some ten or twelve 
miles above its mouth, and that he had left a gar- 
rison of 40 men in the block house, and a large 
quantity of corn and pickled beef. This morning, 
at daylight, major Read, of the Florida battalion, 
arrived at [Tallahassee], bringing the intelligence 
that he discovered at the mouth of the river one- 
half of a large flat boat, which had been cut in 
two, apparently with a dull axe, and by an inex- 
perienced hand. His description corresponds with 
that given of the boat left at the block house,” &c. 

As this letter was addressed to me, or the com- 
manding officer at Fort Drane, like the report, dated 
April 11, of the establishment of the block house, 
and signed by major McLemore’s adjutant, (Mc- 
Cants), both papers were read by general Clinch, 
and together transmitted to me, then at St. Augus- 
tine. I have said that I received them on the Ist of 


May. 

The court has seen, Mr. President, the correspon- 
dence between — Clinch, then at Fort Drane, 
and myself, on this most painful subject. The time 
of his volunteers having expired, or being about to 
expire, he had already sent most of them home, and, 
in his attempt to raise a party of mounted men in the 
Alachua settlements to go to the relief of the block 
house, he utterly failed. I early became satisfied 
that gen. Clinch, under the circumstances, did all in 
his power in adopting the second suggestio. of go- 
vernor Call, viz: «But should’it be impracticable for 
you to send a sufficient force, by land, to ascertain 
ume fate of the party in the block house] I have or- 

ered a fortified boat to be in readiness at Suwanee 
Old ‘Town, to proceed with a part of the men at that 
i to the relief of the garrison, and transport it 

ack to Old Town, unless the commanding general 
should otherwise direct. You will, therefore, be 
pleased to send an express to major McCants, com- 
manding at Old Town, and inform him whether 
troops have been sent by land to the relief of the 
block house, or whether the boat which will be in 
readiness shall be sent on that service.” General 
Clinch sent the order for the boat to proceed, and the 
detachment in the block house was ultimately taken 
off by major Read, and without firing a gun. 

It is in evidence that maj. Read’s report to me, (of 
his first expedition), though dated the 27th of April, 
came to hand at Columbus (Geo.) as late as the Sth 
ot June, when I had not leisure to give attention to 
it, even if it had been less illegible, and thus it hap- 
pened that I never knew its contents until, with 
some accidental assistance, the judge advocate made 
out to decipher it before this court. The last para- 
graph of his report appears to be as follows: 

“Y discovered at the mouth of [Wythlacoochee} 
the half of a flat bottom boat, a common ferry flat 
boat it appeared to have been. It had been cut asun- 
der,” &c. ‘*When I arrived at St. Mark’s, I learnt, 
to my astonishment, mortification’ and regret, that 
vour excellency [general Scott] had ordered major 
McLemore to establish a depot at that place,” &c. 
“All which was studiously concealed from me. I 
did not learn, either from your order, or from the 
numerous interviews I had the honor to hold with 
your excellency, that major McLemore was even in 
the field, much less that I was going to relieve a de- 
tachment of his command ordered out by your ex- 
cellency.” 

The court has seen in my report upon this subject 
to the adjutant general, dated at St. Augustine, May 
11, which was founded on governor Call’s letter no- 
ticed above, and an article in a newspaper, handed 
to me as the production of major Read. I said that 
he (major R) “has at Tallahassee, caused a state- 
ment to be made, declaring that I had refused him 
permission to ascend the Wythlacoochee! And again, 

resuming the statement to have been furnished by 
him, he denies having ever heard that, possibly, he 
might find a block house and garrison established 
near the falls of the river. Now, I affirm that it was 
generally known throughout the right wing of the 
army that it was just possible that major McLemore, 
a highly meritorious Floridian, had made such es- 
tablishment. The possibility was mentioned to 
major Read, and although colonel Gadsden by acci- 
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dent omitted the subject in the letter of instruction, 
yet when the major saw half of a flat, rudely cut in 
two, [so gov. Call had written], that which was ex- 
tremely doubtful before, became a matter of the most 
esl certainty; and if the major had been bound 

ome without other orders, it immediately became 
his imperious duty to go instantly to the relief of his 
countrymen. The flat could never have belonged 


to Indians, and it would not have been destroyed if 


the garrison had returned by water to the Suwanee, 
and major Read, knew that it could only have re- 
turned by water. 


Now, sir, I did not say in this or any other letter 


that J had told major Read any thing of a detach- 
ment having been permitted to visit the Wythlacoo- 
chee about the end of March. The court will pre- 


sently learn How it happened to be omitted in col. 
Gadsden’s letter to major Read, and by me in con- 
Nevertheless, the subject 
was not forgotten at head quarters, nor had ceased to 
be occasionally mentioned among the officers who 
had come down to Tampa Bay from Fort Drane.— 
One of these, captain Drane, has testified before this 
court that he, at Tampa, stated his impression to 
major Read that ‘‘there was a detachment of Flori- 
dians on the Wythlacoochee with provisions,” the 


versation with the latter. 


witness having heard ‘‘at Fort Drane [and thinks] 


eneral Clinch had stated it to [him] that major 


cLemore had volunteered his services to go to the 
mouth of the Wythlacoochee.” 

I do nothere, Mr. President, embody this testi- 
mony to contradict major Read, but simply to ac- 
count for the strong language applied to him in the 
letter last quoted. Two of the harsher expressions 
therein contained are here intentionally suppressed. 
I had not, in May, as has been seen, received his 
report. I, at that time, verily believed, on the opi- 
nion of others, as well as from internal evidence, that 
the false assertions of the article in the Tallahassee 
paper were from his pen, or his lips; and gover- 
nor Call’s letter had said not one word as to the 
causes which led to the failure of the expedition— 


the spread of sickness among the men, the want of 


medicines, and the want of good water. Now, sir, 
although I think that at least two of those causes 


might have been guarded against by due foresight 
and activity on the part of the commander, and when 
reported to him ought to have been closely scrutiniz- 
ed in person, before abandoning the great objects 
confided to his intelligence and conduct—I am not 
only unwilling to reproduce those harsher imputa- 
Sir, up 


tions, but regret that they were ever made. 


| 


to this day, I have received no note or message of 


any kind from major Read. My recantation is found- 
ed on the recent assurance of a friend, (general 


Clinch), that major Read had no agency in the pub- 
lished article alluded to, and to his previous and 
subsequent gallantry and good conduct in the same 
war against the Seminole Indians 

In the first deposition of colonel Gadsden, (which 
is in evidence), he gives the history of the block 
house on the Wythlacoochee, thus: 

‘Major McLemore soucur the service, by a pri- 
vate letter to the undersigned, stating that he had, 
on the Suwanee, a boat suitable for the expedition, 
and supplies, which he could bring with him to that 
point, if with the consent and approbation of gen. 
Scott. The following is the reply penned by me, 
and by direction of the general, to whom it was read 
before transmitted.” 

I beg, Mr. President, that the court will again 
read every word of this letter. I regret that I ain 
too much fatigued to embody it entire in this sum- 
mary. The perusalof it will show how unnecessa- 


ry it was deemed, at Tampa, to call the attention of 


major Read specifically to the very remote chance 
of his finding any detachment on the Wythlacoo- 
chee. Nevertheless, though it was more than a 
hundred to one that the detachment was not there, 
as late as the 14th of April, or even the 4th, if the 
major could have ascended only seven miles higher 
up that stream, (and nobody doubted that he couLp 
and woutp) he would have found the gallant band, 
still firm in its position. 

The letter to major McLemore is dated at Fort 
Drane, March the 25th. 
giving to the major the outline of my plan of ope- 
rations, says: “The whole army will, probably, 
form a junction at or near [the Cove] by the 29th or 
30th inst. Itis impossible, at this time, to antici- 
pate the ulterior operations of the army after it has 
encountered and defeated the enemy in their probably 
strong hold in the Cove,” &c. “It is more than pro- 
bable, however, that we may be detained ir that vi- 
cinity many days reconnoitering the hammocks and 


searching for Indians in the jungles and thickets of 


that section of the country. Ifso, your co-operation 
and the supplies which you report you can bring, 
may prove of essential service. I am directed, 
therefore, by the general commanding, to say that, 
after securing the post on the Suwanee with an 


Col. Gadsden, by way of 


adequate garrison, you may proceed with the re- 
mainder of your command in the boat you have 
prepared for the service; provided, in addition to 
your own supplies, you can transport from 750 to 
1,000 bushels of corn at least for the use of the ar- 
my. Should your boat be properly secured, as you 
report, with bulwarks, you may enter the river and 
ascend to the rapids,” &c. ‘You must be at that 
point by the 30th instant, or you will possibly, be too 

te to afford any aid to this wing of the army, the 
sole motive which sanctions the service to which 
you have been called.” nf . x 
“As your movement is intended to assist, and not 
to embarrass this wing of the army, you must not 
move without an adequate supply of ammunition, 
and from thirty to forty days’ rations for your whole 
command at the least, in addition to the corn you 
may transport for our relief.”” (He is then request- 
ed to bring, if possible, extra pork orbacon.) ‘On 
reaching the point on the Wythlacoochee designat- 
ed, you will use all due precautions to secure your 
boat and command, and, by building a block house, 
or by the construction of some other defence, until 
you hear from or of the army. If after, however, 
the second or third of April, you receive no tidings 
of or from this wing, under the command of gene- 
ral Clinch, you may be sure that it has proceeded 
south to unite with Eustis and Lindsay, and having 
left the Wythlacoochee, your detention on its wa- 
ters will be no longer necessary. You will, there- 
fore, return without delay to your poston the Suwa- 
nee, and there wait the future orders of the com- 
manding general, or those which may be transmit- 
ted to you by the executive of Florida.” 

Col. Gadsden’s first deposition adds, in continua- 
tion of this history: ‘It appears, however, from in- 
formation received from one of the men who was 
in the block house, that the detachment did not 
reach the mouth of the Wythlacoochee until the 
fourth or fifth of April, two days after it had been or- 
dered to quit it, and when gen. Scott’ had reached 
the vicinity of Tampa Bay. ‘Notwithstanding, 
however, its fearless commander, and on hisown re- 
sponsibility, penetrated the river, established a 
block house, and left it garrisoned, with a promise 
to return and relieve itin eight or ten days. Un- 
fortunately, however, as he entered the Suwanee, 
he was assailed with a fever, and fell a victim to its 
effects.” 

Thus perished, Mr. President, a valuable citizen, 
whose patriotic zeal, pushed a little too far, has 
brought upon me, unintentionally, I know not what 
amount of general odium. This I have long borne 
in silence; but, sir, the star of truth approaches the 
zenith, and as it sheds its light over this court and 
land, the deep shades of calumny are made to dis- 
appear. 

nrelation to the Florida campaign, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I have one point more to notice, and I shall 
have done. 

Among the prodigious mass of documents turned 
over by the different offices of the war department 
to be read by the judge advocate in evidence against 
me, as if to crush by their physical weight, if they 
could not otherwise effect -their purpose, there is 
from the hon. J. M. White, the Florida delegate in 
congress, a letter dated at Washington, May 28, to 
the president of the United States, with an endorse- 
ment in the hand of the latter, which directs “4 
copy of this letter to be sent to general Scott, with an 
order to withdraw from the command in F. ura , 

Of this endorsement I had no knowledge until 
the original was read in this court. What were the 
feelings which it excited I may not, I will not say; 
but the associations recalled to my mind may be in- 
ferred from the following facts: 

To my elaborate report of what I had done, and 
of the operations projected, the adjutant general, 
May the 5th, replied: 

‘Your communications of the 12th of April, 
reporting the operations of the army in Florida 
under your command, since your departure from 
Fort Drane and your arrival at Tampa Bay, has 
been submitted to the president, and this day to the 
secretary of war. Iam happy to inform you that 
the president approves of your intended plan of 
operations,” &c. “Iam desired by the secretary 
of war to say that, from the tenor of your report, as 
well as by the communication he has just received from 
the governor of Florida, it is probably that, owing to 
the approaching season of the year, the campaign 
in the field cannot be much longer vigorously push- 
ed. In this event you will make a judicious selec- 
tion of the fosts necessary to be occupied by the 
troops during the interval of active operations 
which may be best calculated to protect the fron- 
tier inhabitants, and prevent Indian depredation of 
any kind. For this purpose all the regular troops, 
including the 4th infantry, must be kept on duty 





in Florida.”’ 





- om ee 

As I had intimated in my letter of April 2 woul 
be done, all this had been attended to before the 1. 
ceipt of the adjutant general’s communication, 4); 
which is here cited principally to show that, eey 
tainly as late as the 5th of May, no displeasuye had 
been officially expressed against me at Washingt, 

But in my report of the 11th of May, animadyer. 
ing upon major Read, and which, according {, q 
note on the original, (now in evidence), was re. 
ceived at Washington the 21st; seven days before 
White’s letter to the president of the United States 
there is this paragraph: 

“I feel and know the risk I incur by the use of 
this language. Major Read is the favorite of oo. 
vernor Call, and his excellency’s support may welj 
turn the tables against me at Washington.” 

Sir, I had seen, among the papers which accom. 
panied the instructions given me for the Seminole 
war, a letter, (in evidence with that document) 
from general Call to the president of the United 
States, dated Jan. 9, 1836, in which the writer says; 

“I should be highly gratified to command the 
army, and believe that I could soon bring the war 
to a close, I fear, however, this I cannot do without 
injustice to general Clinch. He is a brave and good 
man; but I fear he is too slow in his movements to 
conduct a war against the Indians.” 

With an official copy of this letter in my possesion, 
it may be supposed that I knew my danger. But, sir, 
I do not complain that, soon after my animadver. 
sions on maj. Read, he was appointed a brig. gene. 
ral in the militia of Florida; that a lieutenant colonel} 


of the army, whom I reported in my letter of March 


20th as having left for duty elsewhere, but went 
off to Washington, was, in a little time, rewarded 
by acolonelcy not by seniority; nor that the presi- 
dent’s endorsement on Mr. White’s letter was soon 
followed by governor Call’s being “gratified,” with 
the direction of the warin Florida. But, sir, I have, 
in defence, a right to advert to those extraordinary 
facts to show that if, in my operations to the south, | 
had the enemy to conquer in my front, 1 was, at the 
same time, not a little insecure in my rear. The 
effect of such position every soldier will readily 
comprehend; and I respectfully submit the point to 
the consideration of this court. A yet more extra- 
ordinary fact, of the same general character, will be 
developed in the sequel. But, at present, I will 
return to Mr. White’s letter to the president of the 
United States. 

I think, sir, that I have shown that this letter did 
not do me all the injury that was intended at the 
time. But why, sir, is it brought here with its en- 
dorsement, in accusation against me? Mr. White, 
in a letter to the president of this court, dated De- 
cember 13th, 1836, says: ‘This places me in an at- 
titude that I do not choose to occupy.” * * * * 
‘Since the publication of that letter [to the presi- 
dent of the United States] I have, in the National 
Intelligencer, over my own name, as an act of justice 
to gen. Scott, corrected, upon better information, 
the complaints which I deemed it my duty as the 
representative of the people of Florida, to make 
against him. I am unwilling that the first letter 
shall be laid before the court without the second; 
and as I have no copy of it with me at present, | 
take this occasion to say that I am satisfied, upon a 
full and impartial review of the facts and circum- 
stances connected with the Florida campaign, and 
upon evidence not then before me, that the failure 
is not to be attributed to major general Scott, nor to 
causes which it was in his power to control, or re- 
move.” 

This voluntary and unsolicited retraction is manly 
and noble. In my judgment and feelings, it shows 
the correspondent of the court to be worthy of be- 
ing called the honorable Mr. White, by a higher 
claim than that of mere courtesy. It is true, si, 
that, in his recantation, he excepts what he had 
originally said of my order No 48, on the subject of 
omaney I know not that this reservation oughtio 

reak squares between that gentleman and myse!l. 

The order, although there were many apologies 
for the inhabitants, was founded on information et 
once full and precise; and, as J said of it in my Jet- 
ter to the secretary of war, dated June 21st: “Be- 
sides, I was advised, by respectable citizens of Flo 
rida, to come out with an order in that spirit, as like- 
ly to rally the inhabitants, and I have reason to 
know that the order did good.” If good resulted, I 


am content with the enmities I brought upon myself 


by the act; for, sir, since the war began to rage 10 
that quarter, there has not been a moment, up t0 
this time, when I would not have made any sacrifice 
of person to have stopped its ravages. I deeply 
mourn over the many afflictions the good people of 
that desolated territory have experienced; and 1 
freely forgive, as I pray that God may forgive, the 
injustice of laying those evils, in part, to my ac- 
count, 
[TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.]} 
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